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AD HOC CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL LEAST DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES AND THEIR TRADING PARTNERS - DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF SUDAN

Submission by the Democratic Republic of Sudan

The following communication, dated 4 September 1985, has been received
from the Permanent Mission of the Democratic Republic of Sudan, with the
request that it be circulated to contracting parties.

1. The Democratic Republic of Sudan wishes to avail itself of the
opportunity provided by the ad hoc consultations between individual
least-developed countries and their trading partners, which take place in
the Sub-Committee on Trade of Least-Developed Countries, to address a
number of requests to certain trading partners for action on their part in
order to increase the exports and foreign exchange earning capacity of the
Sudan. These requests are outlined below in two sections. The first
section covers areas where technical assistance would be useful in
overcoming particular problems which tend to reduce export volumes or
export prices. The second section consists of requests for the removal of
certain tariffs and non-tariff measures which affect Sudanese exports to
the markets concerned.

General problems and requests

2. A country like the Democratic Republic of Sudan inevitably faces a
range of technical and logistical problems in its efforts to expand and
diversify the sources of its export earnings. Those problems include
inadequate infracture (e.g. transport and storage facilities), poor
management, a lack of trained manpower, poor sorting and grading facilities
for certain products, inadequate packaging facilities for exports, and
difficulties in meeting certain requirements or product specifications laid
down by importing countries. In one way or another, these difficulties
either serve to reduce the volume of Sudan's exports below what it might
be, or lead to the necessity to accept price discounts and sell at below
world prices. Many of these problems are receiving close attention, both
from the Sudanese authorities and some of Sudan's trading partners, but
much remains to be done. Any renewed or extended efforts by the trading
partners of Sudan to provide technical assistance aimed at solving these
problems would be most welcome, whether provided bilaterally or through
appropriate multilateral agencies.
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3. In relation to difficulties encountered in meeting certain quality
requirements or product specifications in importing countries, there are
two issues which warrant specific mention, in the cotton and groundnut
sectors. For cotton, the well-known problem of "honey dew" or "stickiness"
occasioned by the white fly has continued to affect the cotton crop,
particularly medium-staple cotton. Stickiness has resulted in reduced
sales or in price discounts in some markets, implying significant losses of
foreign exchange for the country. Despite efforts by certain donor
countries and by the Sudanese authorities to address this matter, both at
the growing and processing stages, the problem persists. The authorities
of Sudan request that consideration be given to the possibility of
providing further technical assistance in this area, particularly in view
of its trade implications.

4. In the case of groundnuts and groundnut cake and meal, Sudanese
exporters are facing considerable difficulties in meeting standards in
relation to minimum acceptable levels of aflotoxin contamination,
particularly in the European Communities. EEC regulations have recently
been modified to reduce the acceptable level of aflatoxin in certain
products, including groundnuts, and this has compounded the problem for
exporters. Although efforts are being made by the African Groundnut
Council, with financial assistance from the EEC, to reduce contamination
levels, the Sudanese authorities request that consideration be given by
Sudan's trading partners to ways of further assisting in dealing with this
problem.

5. Finally, Sudanese exporters have identified the following additional
specific areas where new or further technical or financial assistance could
lead to significant increases in export earnings:

(i) improved facilities and/or methods for reducing the dirt content
in sesame seeds and Sudan tea (Karkadeh);

(ii) improved methods (mechanical) of flaying the hides of cattle,
sheep and goats in order to avoid damage to the hides.

Specific requests

6. Requests for the removal or reduction of tariff and non-tariff
barriers referred to in the table below are addressed by Sudan to its
trading partners.
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