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FEASIBILITY OF IMPLEMENTING THE CODE OF GOOD PRACTICE FUR THE
PREPARATION, ADOPTION AND APPLICATION OF STANDARDS IN THE
AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
(PROPCSAL IN DOCUMENTS TBT/W/137)

Communication from the ISQO Central Secretariat

The purpose of this note is to review the implications of the proposed
Code of Good Practice, from the standpoint of the bodies concerned within
the ISO/IEC system, and notably the standardizing bodies on a regional,
national or local level, including the members of the ISO information
network (ISONET) as described in Annex A.

The actions involved are listed, using as a basis the text of the
above proposal, and a commentary is made on the estimated feasibility and
cost involved. The latter are summarized in a conclusion. At this stage
it was not considered practicable to evaluate the costs for individual
standardizing bodies, as these differ largely from one body to another,
depending on their scopes and structures. These costs relate to the
preparation of work programmes, their indexing with reference to the
International Classification for Standards and their biannual publication.

1. Standardizing bodies on a national or local level

1.1 Shall notify their relevant central government authorities of the fact
that they have accepted or withdrawn from the Code. The notification shall
include the name and address of the body concerned and the products covered
by its current and expected standardization activities (see: Code of Good
Practice, item C, first para).

[Commentary: Straightforward. No problem expected. No additional
funds needed.

Editorial remark: to change words "the products covered" for "the
subject matter covered" since standardization activities of
standardizing bodies might be wider than standardization cf products.]

1.2 Shall simultaneously make the same notification to the ISO Information
Centre in Geneva through the national member body of ISONET or, in the
absence thereof, directly (see: Code of Good Practice, item C, second
para).

[Commentary: Straightforward. No problem expected. No additional
funds needed.

Editorial remark: to change everywhere in the Code the term
"national member body of ISONET" for the term "national member of
ISONET" which was adopted in the ISONET Constitution.]
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1.3 Shall publish, at least once every six months, in a national or, as
the case may be, regional publication of standardization activities a work
programme containing their name and address, the standards they are
currently preparing and the standards which they have formally adopted in
the preceding period. The work programme shall for each standard indicate:

- the relevant product classification,

[Commentary: It is suggested that the wording "the relevant product
classification" be changed to read "the classification number relevant
to the subject matter". The proposed change would be in accordance
with the wording of Recommendation 2a (see: TBT/W/137, page 7). An
International Classification for Standards is being developed within
an existing ISO consultative group and could be used for this
purpose.]

- the stage attained in the standard’s development, and

[Commentary: The standards development stage matrix used in the
IEC/ISO Directives for the technical work is given in Annex B, for
information.])

- references of any standards taken as a basis (see: Code of Good
Practice, item I).

[Commentary to 1.3 in general: No problems of technical feasibility
expected. Cost would have to be assessed by individual standardizing
bodies involved, as it would be proportional to their volume of work.]

1.4 Shall transmit their work programmes, no later than at the time of the
publication, to the ISO Information Centre in Geneva through the national
member body of ISONET or, in the absence thereof, directly (see: Code of
Good Practice).

(Commentary: The EEC proposal asks for transmission of the published
work programmes to the ISO Information Centre in Geneva; this is
feasible but not needed by the ISO Central Secretariat since ISO is
organized in a different way for monitoring work progress for its own
purpose. Notification of the availability of work programmes would
therefore be sufficient. Cost involved would depend on the acceptance
or not of this ISO comment; the EEC proposal as it now stands could
involve moderate costs at national level for adjusting the
presentation of the work programmes of the standardizing bodies
adhering to the Code, and an estimated cost in the order of three
man-months for the ISO Central Secretariat.]
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1.5 Shall provide, on the request of any interested party in & Party to
the GATT Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, a copy of a draft
standard which they submitted to public enquiry (such copies shall be sent
by speedy means of delivery at the start of the public enquiry or, if the
request has been received after the start but before the end of the public
enquiry, as promptly as possible), a copy of their most recent work
programme or of a standard which they produced.

Standardizing bodies shall either send copies themselves or have them
sent by another body with which they have a contractual arrangement for
this purpose. For this service a reasonable fee may be charged, which
shall, apart from the real cost of delivery, be the same for foreign and
domestic parties (see: Code of Good Practice, items K and N).

[Commentary: No feasibility problems expected. Cost/benefits to be
assessed by the standardizing bocdies concerned.]

2. Standardizing bodies on a regional level

2.1 Shall notify the central government authorities of their members or
directly the GATT secretariat of the fact that they have accepted or
withdrawn from the Code. The notification shall include the name and
address of the body concerned and the products covered by its current and
expected standardization activities (see: Code of Good Practice, item C,
first para.).

2.2 Shall simultaneously make the same notification to the ISO Information
Centre in Geneva through an international affiliate of ISONET or through
one or more national member bodies of ISONET or, in the absence of both,
directly (see: Code of Good Practice, item C, second para.).

2.3 (The same as item 1.3)

2.4 Shall transmit their work programmes, no later than at the time of the
publication, to the ISO Information Centre in Geneva through an
international affiliate of ISONET or through one or more national member
bodies of ISONET or, in the absence of either, directly (see: Code of Good
Practice, item I).

2.5 (The same as item 1.5)

[Commentary: The same as for section 1.]

3. ISONET national members and international affiliates

3.1 Shall transmit to the ISO Information Centre in Geneva the
notifications of standardizing bodies that have accepted or withdrawn from
the Code and their work programmes containing the names and addresses where
these can be obtained (see: Code of Good Practice, items C and I).
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[Commentary: Cost for the management of notifications and work
programmes as well as answering enquiries would depend on nationai
standardization structure. See also commentary on 1.4, concerning the
sending of work programmes.]

4. IS0 Information Centre in Geneva

4.1 Shall regularly publish in a publication available at least to ISONET
member bodies, the names and addresses of standardizing bodies that have
accepted or withdrawn from the Code and the names and addresses of
standardizing bodies from which work programmes have been received since the
last publication (see: Recommendation of the Committee on Technical
Barriers to Trade, item 3).

[Commentary: The estimated cost of preparing, issuing and updating a
publication containing the information requested above could range
from Sw F 50,000 to 100,000 depending on the number of entries and
print runs. A part of the cost could be covered by a subscription
fee. See also commentary on 1.4 concerning the sending of work
programmes. ]

CONCLUSIONS

It would seem that the obligations foreseen in the proposed Code of
Good Practice could be met without significant technical obstacles by the
partners of the ISO/IEC system.

The economic aspects of the proposal, in particular the financial
consequences for standardizing bodies adhering to the Code of Good
Practice, would have to be studied more thoroughly in due course. The
costs incurred by standardizing bodies adhering to the Code for adjusting
and publishing their work programmes would depend on their respective
structures and volume of work and would have to be assessed by them.

As for the costs to be incurred by the ISO Central Secretariat’s
Information Centre in Geneva, these would relate to:

- speeding up the finalization of the International Classification
for Standards, in progress within an ISO consultative group and
referred to in item 1.3 above (tentative estimate: two
man-months for secretariat work). The total time for developing
the harmonized classification would depend mainly of the
consensus building process in the ISO consultative group, which
is difficult to evaluate, and of the approval procedure;

- preparing, publishing and updating the publication giving the
names and addresses of standardizing bodies adhering to the Code
of standardizing bodies from which work programmes are available,
as referred to in item 4.1 (could be in the order of Sw F 50,000
to 100,000 depending on the number of entries);
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- management of the notifications and, if the present proposal by
the European Economic Community is adopted, handling of the work
programmes provided by standardizing bodies (yearly estimate:
three man-months). In this connection the ISO Central
Secretariat would consider sufficient that the availability of
work programmes be simply notified, without requiring that the
work programmes themselves be forwarded to the ISO Information
Centre in Geneva (see commentary on item 1.4).

The ISO Central Secretariat would be glad to refine this preliminary
study in due course.
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ANNEX A

Extract from the ISONET Directory

ISONET
Directory

Intraoduction

Répertoire
ISONET

e— SRR — _ P ——

Introduction

SRR SR

ISONET - the 1SO Information Network — is an gQreement
between standardizing bodies to combine their efforts in order
1o make information on standards, technical regulations 3nd
related wmatiers readily available whenever and wherever it is
required.

ISONET dapgnds on the principle that in each country there is
a body. usually the ISO member body, with 3 wide knowledcs
of standardizing and regulatory activitias in thg country cLn-
cerned. As a3 party 1o ISONET it agrees to sxpand this
knowiledge 10 the maximum and to share its ¢xpenence and
exchange information as requirad with similar bodies in other
countries.

ISONET is therefore 3 network comorising the national stan-
dards information centres and the links between them. It in-
cludes the ISO Information Centre in Geneva which has a
responsibility for international standardizing documents similar
10 the national responsibility for national documents.

Parties to the agreement

The partias {0 the agresment are known 3s the membvers of
ISONET. A national memter of ISONET Is gither the {SO
member body (or correspondent membar) oOr another com.
petent body norminated By the ISO member. A country may be
representad in ISONET by one, and oniy one national membar.

Naticnat mempers of ISONET mav nominate 3s assoc/are
members other organizations in their own countries when they
sonsic@r that this would de helpful to them in achieving the
aims of 1ISONET. Acticns waken by an associate memper within
the framework of ISONET remein the responsibility of the
nationai memoer.

A third type of member of ISONET is the /nternational affiliata.
this is 3n international or a regionai body with an intereswin
ISONET which hz 3 jcined by invitation of the Secratary-General
of ISO.

The full details of the duties, rights and privileges of the varicus
types of msmbers of ISONET are given in a3 bookiet which in-
cludes. “w ISONET Constitution and the Conditions for par-
ticipation in ISONET.

S S AT .

L'ISONET — le Réssau d'information ISO = est la résultat
d’un sccord passé entre des organismaes ¢e nornalisation Qui
associent Igurs efforts en vue de communiquaer {acilemant, A
Ou cela s'avere nécessaire, des rgnssignegments syr 1ss nor-
maes, raglaments techniques ¢t documents connexes.

LISONET roposs sur i@ principe Que dans tout pays i existe un
organismae, en générsl ls comité membre de I'ISO, qui connait
parfaitemant bien las activités de normalisstion et de régle-
meniation dans le pays en question. En tant que partengire de
I'ISONET. il accepte d'$tendre cslte connaissance au Plus
grand nombre et de partagar son expérience et, lg cas
échéant, d'échanger des rensgignements avec des organis-

- mes anaiogues d’autres pays.

L'ISONET est donc un réseau qui groupe lgs centres nationaux
d'information sur les normes @1 les liens Qui existent entre sux.
it comprand le Centre d'information Je I'1SO 3 Genéve dont 13
1espons Difitd 3 1'égarc des documents internationsux de nor-
matisation est idantiqus A celle qui existe 3 I'dchelon n3tional
vis-3-vis des documents nationaux.

Partsnaires de I’accord

Les partenaires de I'accorg sont désignés sous le nom de
membres de I''SONET. Un membne nationaf de I'ISONET est
soit le comité membrg de I'ISO {ou membre carrespondant) ou
un aue organisme compgétent nommé par l¢ memnbre ISO. Un
pays peut dtre représenté au sein de I'ISONET par un seul et
unique mambre national.

Les membres nationaux ds 'ISONET peuvent nommer ¢n qua-
lit de mambres associés 0° aulr@s organisations de leur prapre
pays lorsgu'ils estiment qug cela laur permertrait de remplir les
objectifs de I'ISONET. Les mesures prises par un memore
associé dans le cadre de I''SONET reidvent de 13 responsabtité
du membre national.

Un troisidme type de membre de I'ISONET est /'af/ilié interns-
tional: c’est un organisme international ou régional 3'intdres-
sant 3 'ISONET qui y 3 adhéré syr {'invitation du Secrétaire
générai de I'1SO.

Les devairs, droits @t privilbges des diverses catégories de
membres de {'ISONET sont décrits en détail dans une brochure
ot figurent la Constitution da I'ISONET et lgs conditons de par-
ticipation 3 I'ISONET.



INFCO

INFCO is the Cormmittee on information of the ISO Council. itis
also the Gensral Assembly of ISONET. The national membars
of ISONET constitute the participating membership of INFCO
while associate members, intsrnationsl affilisies and iSO
memb=r bodies which are not members of ISONET may be
associated with INFCO as observers.

The main task of INFCO is 10 develop ISONET ang promote its
implemnantaton. Towards this gnd it has developeo orocecuras
and practices for use by standsrds information ¢centres in their
own activitigs and in gxchanges with othars.

The tarms of referonce of INFCO ara set aut in full in the ISO
Mesmento and some of the rasuits of its work 3opear in the
ISONET Guide. the ISONET Manuai snd the ISONET Directory.

The ISONET Managemont Board

The ISONET Management Board is the chief execuiive organ
of ISONET. The Bosrd consists of nine members and a chair-
man appointed by INFCO subject to confirmation by ISO Coun-
cil. The Board is responsible for administrative, procedursl and
accounting maners, and for the implemantation of policy de-
cisions.

Tho ISONET Directory

The ISONET Diractory lists all information centres operating
within ISONET with details of how they may ba contacted, ths
types of information they are able (0 provide ang the infor-
maton processing means which they employ. The Directory
2130 includ@s, whers rglgvant, the names and addresses of the
enquiry points estadlished under the GATT Agreement on
Technicat Bartiers to Trade. aiso xnown zs the Standards
Code.

The ISONET Directory therefore constitutes a compiete world-
wride-guide to the main sources of information on standards,
technical regulations, certificanon systems and related
rriatters: its main puroose is t0 help ISONET members needing
10 esablish contact with other memaoers.
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INFCO

L'INFCO ast le comné pour i'information du Conseil dg I1SO.
C’est dgslemnent i'Assambiée géndrale de I'ISONET, Les mem-
bres nationgux de I'ISONET constituant ies membres particic
pants de I'INFCO tandis que les membres associds, les affilids
internationgux et les comiés membres de 1'1SQ, qui ng sont
pas membres de 'ISONET, pouvent étre associés aux travaux
de 'INFCO en quslité d’obsarvateurs.

La tAche principaie de I'NFCO ast de mattre en nlace I'ISONET
@t d'en promouvoir 1a mise en cauvre. A catta fin, il a mis au
point dos procéduras ¢t des pratiques qui seront appliqudes
par fas centres d’information normative dsns la cadre de leurs
propres activitds et de leurs échanges avoe d'gutres.

Le mandat de I'INFCO est intégraisment décrit dans le
Mémento ISO et certains résuitats de sox ravaux Sont exposés
dans 1@ Guide, le Manuel et le Répartoire ISONET,

Conaseil de direction de 'ISONET

La Consail de direction de I'ISONET est le principal organe exé-
cutif de I'ISONET. Le Conseil se compose de neuf membres et
d‘un président désigné par 'INFCO sous réserve de confirms-
tion par le Conssil de I''SO. Au Conseil incombent les ques-
tions d'adminiswation, de procédure et de comptiabilité, et s
miss en application des décisions de principe.

La Répertoire ISONET

Le Répertoire ISONET dressg (g liste de tous las centres d'infor-
mation fonctionnant dans le cadre de I''SONET et indiqus la
maniére de prendrg CONACT 3vec eux, I@s types de renseigns-
mants gu'ils sont 3 méme de fournir ot ls mode de traitemaent
de l'information qu'ils appliquent. Ls Répertoire comprend
égalament, quand ils existent, las noms et adresses des points
d'informanions créés en vertu de i'Accord du GATT sur 1gs obs-
tacles tachniques sy commerce, connu également sous le
nom dg Code ds 13 normalisgtion.

Le Réponoire ISONET constitua par conséquent un Guide
intarnational compilat des principales sourcas de renssigne-
ments sur les normes, les régiements technriques, las sysiemas
de contification of les questions connaxes : son principal objec-
tit 9351 @’ aider les membras de 'ISONET qui désirent 6tablir des
CONACTS entre sux.

Codes used in this Directory

TP = Teleghone
TF = Telefax
TX = Toiex

TG = Telegrams

The symbols for l[anguages in the entries arg in accorgance
with Intemations! Standard ISC : 1988.

Codes employés dans ce Répertoirs

TP = Téléphone
TF = Télgfax

TX = Télex

TG = Télégrammes

Les symboles des langues dans les rubriques sont conformes 3
ia Norms intematicnsie iSO 633 : 1988.
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Accass to the
information

Enquiries from nationai organ-
izatonsinctuding government
departments, commarce and
indusry, wniversities, or from
individuats should be address.
ed in the first plece to the
national member of ISONET
for the country of the en-
quirer. International govern-
mentaland non-governmentat
organizations should addiass
their snquiries to the ISO
Inlormation Centrg which is
focated in e iSO Central
Secrewariat  in Geneva (see
page 5).

Acces &
V'information

Les demandes @'infarmation
des orgznisations nationales
comprenant 198 ministeres,
le commaerce et l'indusine,
les universités, ou émanant
de particulisrs doivent &tre
adressées tout d'aborg au
membre nationa! de I'ISONET
du pays du gemandsur. ‘L83
organisations intemationales
gouvernementailes ¢t non
gouvernementales acres-
seront lsurs questons au
Cantre g’information de I'ISQ
sis au Saecrétgriat central de
I'ISO & Genéve (voir page 5).

Contents Sommaire
3 introduction 3 Introduction
5§ 1SO Informauon Centre & Centre d'informanon ISO

ISONET mambers Membres (SONET

7 Argentina 59 Alrique du Sud
8 Australia 27 Allamagne, A.F.
8 Austria 67 Arabie Sooudite

11 Belgium 7 Argentine

12 Brazil 8 Austlie

14  Bulgaris 9 Autriche

15 Canada 11 Belgique

16 Chile 12 SBrésil

17 China 14 Bulgarie

18 Colombis 1§ Canada

19 Cuba 18 Chili

20 Czechosiovakia 17 Chine

21 Denmarx 18 Colombie

22 Egymt 45 Corée, Rép. de

23 Ethiopis 18 Cuba

24 Finland 21 Danemark

25 France 22 Egypwe

27 Germany, F.R. 60 Espagne

23 Ghans 23 Ethiopis

30 Greece 24 Finlange

31 Hong Kong 25 France

32 Hungary 29 Ghana

33 India 30 Gréce

34 Indongsia 31 Hong Kong

35 Iran, islamic Rep. of 32 MHongrie

38 Iraq 33 Inde

37 freland 34 Indonésie .

38 israel 35 Iran, Rép. istamique d”

39 talv 28 ivag

40 Jamaica 37 lrange

41 Japan 38 lgrail

44 Kenya 39 Ilwlie

45 Koreas, Rep. of 40 Jamaique

48 Malawi 4% Japon

47 Malaysia 44 Kenys

a3 MexiEd 47 Maiaigie

49 Netheriands

contirued overieaf SWIte AU VErs0
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Contents Sormmaire
{corunysd) (suite)
50 New Zamaiand 48 Mexique Internstional affilintes Atfillés internationsux
51 Nigeris 51 Nigeria
52 Norway 52 Norvige. 79 Atrican Regional 84 Centre du commarce
553 ";:;;’p . 28 :‘W";'."‘z"'"“ Organization for interastional
pines ays-tas Standardization NUCED/GATT
55 Polang 53 Peroy ¢
58 Porwgal $4  Philippines 80 Arab Qrganization 82 Comité europden
57 Saudi Argbia 55 Pologne g et
: " for Standardization de normalisation
58 Singapors 86 Portugal and Metrology
89 South Africa 89 Royasume-Uni
60 Spai 58 Si r
51 i lanke 82 Soon. 81 Pan American 83 Commission
62 Sudan 61 Sri Lanka Standards Comrmission imevqationalo de
83 Sweden 63 Suide I'éclsirage
8§85 Switzerignd 65 Suisse
38 Thailgnd 20 Tchéeosiovaquie 82 Europaan Committae 81 Commission
§7 Tunisia 66 Thailande for Standardization panaméricaine de
38  Turkey 67 Tunisie normalisation
39 Unitea Kingdom 68 Turquis
71 USA 71 URSS 83 International 78 Organisation régionaie
72 USSR 72 USA Commission an africaine de
7?2 Ventzuela 73 Venoszuela Nlurrunation normalisstion
74 Viet Nam, 74 Vigt Nam,
Socislist Rep. ot Rép. socialiste du 84 International Trage 80 Organisation araue
'S Yugosiavia 75 Yougosiavie Centre de normaiisaton
UNCTADIGATT et de métrologis
‘ONET Direcrory
jpertoire ISONET
* vird adhition
aigidme ¢dition
- BN 92-67.01081-1

~ Internavonat Qrganization for Standardization, 1990
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ANNEX B

Extract from the IEC/ISO Directives, part 1

Annex H (normative)

Matrix presantation of project stages

To allow the monitoring af project davelopment in a systematic way, the
following table shows a two-digit represantation of the principal steps
(stages/sub-stages) invoived. A project is registerad as having reached each
parucular step when the action or decision indicated at that point has been

taken.

NOTES

1 The tokowng third digits (sub-sub-Stages) Mmay be used. wherg NECassary, (0 INCheale Orogress
beiwesn two subD-Slages: :

"
.5
.6

: ballot closed

. dogument in preparation

: document racerved Dy 7C or SC secretanat for action
.7
.8:

document sent 20 oifice of CEO for action
document recoived by otfice of CEO

2 Step3 0.4, 0.5, 0.5. 0 3 and 1.9 are cefined :n the tatre /07 internal monnonng purgeses by
7C or SC secreranats if so cesred. Thay are supplementary to the sleps defned eisswnere in this
pant of ine IEC/ISQ Directives.
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of CEQ | inittated | sSummory | resulls acton initintes | wanmery | resuits nege
circwated circxistad
0.8 0.5 0.8 0.8
FProvosal Aeveew Apgrovel
for new lornew | summary to badot
stage 0 reconved unoer for now
revew Proyect
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ORDOHP)
1.0 1.1 1.2 1.8 1.9
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gecsoom 1 n%mlreu imwo‘u Grevaied Ialmn.l'r
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| | e s
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o 3 oS
4.0 4,1 4.2 4.3 a4 4.3 4.6 4.8 4.9
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stge 4 Nexe mg: ar {Next s 20DOV00 101} or SC
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sogs 5 DUBNCBUON secretymt penooCa 19NGOn
rewevy
[Reservea for
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