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GOLOMBIA

I. Status of the Industries

A. Changes in production, employment, etc.

1. Employment, establishments and investment

According to the National Statistical Department (DANE), during 1985,
1986 and 1987 the textiles sector aggregates increased: the number of
textiles establishments rose from 443 in 1985 to 471 in 1987, and the
number of persons employed increased by 0.7 per cent in 1986 over the
previous year and by 0.9 per cent in 1987 over 1986. Investment
performance was uneven, with a level of US$100.5 million in 1985, a decline
of 34.4 per cent in 1986, and a surge in 1987 to US$131.6 million,
representing a 100 per cent increase over the 1986 figure of
US$65.9 million. A large proportion of this investment was devoted to
purchases of machinery and equipment: 70 per cent in 1985, 77 per cent in
1986, and 81 per cent in 1987.

The clothing industry also showed signs of recovery with both the
number of establishments and the number of persons employed rising.
Investment grew steadily over the last three years, at US$9.3 million in
1985, US$12.4 million in 1986 and US$13.1 million in 1987. Purchases of
machinery and equipment were not as high as in the textiles sector, but
there was a significant rise in 1986, where such purchases represented
47 per cent of investment compared with 24 per cent in 1985; in 1987 they
fell back to 43 per cent.

B. Developments in trade

1. Imports. exports and balance of trade

The trade balance in the sectors under consideration from 1985 to 1989
showed a small surplus for the textiles sector, except in 1986 when it
amounted to US$12 million, and a deficit only in 1989, due to a
115.4 per cent rise in imports.

For clothing, the trade balance recorded a surplus with substantial
increments every year, despite the fact that in 1989 imports rose by
11.3 per cent while exports grew by 81.5 per cent.
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