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A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROVISIONS CONCERNING
LEAST-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES IN THE URUGUAY ROUND
AGREEMENTS, LEGAL INSTRUMENTS AND MINISTERIAL DECISIONS

The purpose of this document is to provide a synoptic overview of the substance of the provisions
in the Agreements, Legal Instruments and Ministerial Decisions resulting from tiic Uruguay Round
negotiations which are of specific interest to least-developed countries. These descriptions do not imply
any legal interpretation of such provisions by the GATT Secretariat.

This documrent includes all those provisions that specifically refer to least-developed countries,
granting them a more favourable treatment than to other developing countries (these provisions have
teen shaded inthe table). It also contains other provisions giving special benefits to developing countries
at large (vis-a-vis developed countries), which apply to least-developed countries as well.

For ease of reference, the descriptions of the provisions have been broadly grouped under four
headings: those which recognize least-developed/developing countries’ interests in a general manner;
those that require fewer obligations to be met; those that provide 2 longer time-frame for the
implementation of certain obligations; and those that provide for technical assistance. Under each
of the headings, the text is identified according to the Article, paragraph, etc. to which it relates in
the Agreement, Legal Instrument or Ministerial Decision concerned. The degree of commitment in
favour ofthe least-developed/developing countries varies across the provisions, some of them containing
firm commiiments while others amount to "best-endeavours” efforts.
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