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TARIFFS AND. TRADE 22 March 1960
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profientative of Austraiis, referring to 'ihe request by his Goverrmment
ity vpdor Artislg JAVITIt4 o entor ixto onsgotiations Sor the,
if{oatdion or withdiwmil of cartain-donoddeions'in Sohodile I (GATT/AYR/162(SRCRET)),
oxplaingd that the greatior’ park’ of most-fovoured-iation ‘dmports intohustralia
of tho products of the indistry conoartiod Woro ¢lassified undor:itame whode
retes of duty woro bound, Tho prosent Poquost roprosontod tlie final'stagd of
the aotion initiatod by Australia umdoy Articlo XIX in April 1959 Tollowing
a Qemaging flood of imporis of particular types of theso products. As soon as
Article XIX action had boon taken, tho quostion of tho protection to bo afforded
to0. the industry comserned was roforrod to the Australian Tariff Board, The
Board hed found that tho industry was gonorelly efficient and desorving of
protection; that cortain products required no further tariff protection; btut
that others roquired protection at rates above those bound,

‘The reprosentetive of Austrelia pointed out that remogotiation of the
duties in question would promoto a more equitable application of protective
duties, and would gvoid granting unwarranted protooction where it was not needed.
His dologation considered that the Anstralian roquost met the oriterion of
"gpooial ciroumstances" -and that, in any case, the interpretative note to
Articlo XXVIII:4 was applicable, Taeriff chenges in Australia weroc effected by
Parliament ani not by edministretive decision, . Parliament was “oxpocted to rise
in late April and his delegation wore seeking this puthority so that the
renogotiations couid bo completed before thon, Thoy would expect to negotiate
with tho ‘oountrios with whom the comcossions had besn initially mogotiated, in
1947, 1,6, Czoohoslovakin end tho United States, and ho hoped that other
contracting parties ¢laiming en interest would notify tho Austrelian delegation
without delay,
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In roply. to. quostions from.certain. othor roprosontotivos, the
roprosentativo of Australia said that ho did not lmow. whot, rotos for tho
itams concornod hed boon rocommondod by tho Tariff Bonrd: - It-would-cortainly
not bo tho intention of tho Australion Govormmont to provido moro then o
foir lovol of protoction. for tho industry concorned, - Further, ho could give
on assuranco that tho maintonande of. the. Amport.rostriotions under _
Articlo XIX was not dosirod by tho Australion Govermment and that, as soon os
tho. renogotiutions ‘hod’ ‘boan’ canploted, these Testridtions would bo renovod.
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The Cmmnittoe found tho oxistonceo of spooial circumeiances ond ,ggq_qg
that Australia should. be granted authority ta ranagotiate the items notified
under the provia:lona of Article XIVIII.di.

‘The. GBAJRHAN said tbat any., contraot:lng party which oonsidered that it
had a "prinoipal . supplying interest' or a "substantial interest'’, as:
provided for in Artiole XXVIII:1l should communicate such claim in writing
and‘without: delay.to the .Australian. Govermment, and at the same time inform
the Hxecutive Seoretary. Anv guch ¢laim. Tecogni 0d Yy ‘the Australian
Govermient would:be. ﬁsmed w0 be a, Adetermination by th ‘qpmmc'rm P 4E8
mithin the terms of Article VI, Itaaree;ne could not be ‘reactied
‘between: the Australian Govermment and a dontiacting pearty the matter sould
he. referred to.tha CONTRACTTNG PARTTES .




