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held at ths Palais des Nations, Geneva
on 20 April 1960

Cheirman: Mr, E, WYNDHAM WHITE (Executive Secretary))

Subj&ct ‘digcussed: Article XXVIII:) - Requests by Australia
(GATT/ATR/190(SECRET) end GATT/AIR/191(SECRET)

In the absence of the O:ff:léer_s of the CONTRACTING PARTIES; the Cormittee
requested Mr, Wyndham White to take the Chair for this meeting,

The representative of Austrelia, referring to the requests by his Govermnent
for authority under Axticle XXVIII:) to emter inmto remegotiations for the modifi-
cation or withdrewal of certain concessions in Schedule I, explained that some of
the proposed renegotiations would comcern concessions in the most—favoursd~nation
tariff and others concegsions in the preferential tariff. All the Tequests arcse
because of cértain tariff changes reccamended to the Govermmeht by the justralien
Tariff Board. ' '

. The reprefentative of Australia pointed out “hat if the situation bed per-
mitted his Govermment to walt for a few months until the end of the present period
of firm validity of concessions, it would have been able to reuegotiate ths con=
ceseions concerned in the normal way without the need for eny special euthority.
However, there were urgent internal reasons which precluded delay. Porhaps the
most important of these arose from the actiom taken by his Govermment in
February 1960, as a result of which some 90 per cent of Australia's total imports
were now exempt from Emport licemsing, In some querters in Australia there had
been considerable criticism of this action., The Govermment wisbed to mairtain the
removal of controls while being able to afford a reasonable level of protection te
domestfc industry and it felt it important that it sghould be able to demonstrate
to interested circles in Australia that the facilities provided in the GAIT were
meaningful and that countries could have recourse to Article XXVIIT when circum—
gtancea justified it.

The urgency was also due to the fact that the Australian Parliement would rise
in Mey, If the proposed tariff changes were not made before the parliamentary
recess they could not be made before September. There was, therefore, not mucn
time for the completion of the renegotiations and the necessary administrative
work in @overmment departmemts in Australia.
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_ The roprosontative of [ustrolin then described the items which hig
Goverrment had notified, as set out in G.IT/.IR/190(SHCRET) and GATT/LIR/19L
(SECRET). These documents and also SECRET/113 contnined information about
the £indings of the .ustralian Tariff Board, indications of the countries with
whom ‘the concessions were originally negotiated and those which were principal
suppliocrs, end statistics of imports, ' ' ' B

The Chairman said it was apparont that to delay renegotiations until the
end of tho presont period of fimm validity cf concessions would have a gerious
effect on the /ugtralian Govormment's plans. This question of timing might bo
given special weight by the Committee in considering whether there were ligpecial
oircumstances” in the sense of .xticle XXVIII:L. .

‘The Committee found the existence of "special circumstances" ahd agroed that
iustralia should be granted authority to renegotiate under the provisions of
/rticle XIVIII:l the items notified in G/ATT/.JIR/190(SECRET) and G.TT/ IR /192 ( SECRETY.

The Chairman pointed out that the remegotiation of corcessions in the-
preferential tariff would be between .ustrelia end the United Kingdom only.
L8 rogards the renegotiation of concessions in the most~favoured-nation tariff,
he enguired whether representatives wished to claim, on behelf of their Govern=
ments, a "principal supplying interecst" or a "substemtiel interest™ in the items
notified by .,ustralia; renegotiation of the concessions concerned would in any
case take place between [uastralia and the contracting parties with whom the con=
eesslons were originally negotiated. Certain repreesentatives sald that they
were unable to say at that stege whether their goveriments would wish to claim
an interest. Tho Chairman went on to sey that such claims conld Iin any event
be made subsequent to the mecting. any contracting party which considered that
4t hed a "principal supplying intereat" or a "substantiel interest', as provided
in paragraph 1 of ,rticle XXVIII, should communicate such claim in writing and
without delay to the ,ustralian Government and at the seme time infcrm the .
Executive Secrctary, [ny such claim recognized by the fmastralian Govermient
would be deemed to be a détermination by the CONTRICTING FARTIES within the
terms of srticle XXVIII:1l. If egreemont could not be reached between the
Lugtralian Govermient and a contracting party the matter could be referred to
the CONTRACTING PiRTIES,

. The Conmittee decided to meet egain- on 26 .Lpril to consider a further
dustralien request which is contained in QUTT/LIR/193(SZCRET).



