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The Draft Memorandum on Tariff Negotiations, in Section IV
"Timetable for the Negotiations", paragraph 1, requires each
participating govermment to send to each other participating
government, as well as to the Secretariat, before November 22nd,
1949, copies of its customs tariff and of its annual trads
statistics for postwar years and for the years 1936, 1937 and 1938,
In this way each govermment should be informed about customs duties,
past and present, on goods exported to the country with which it
intends to negotiate for tariff concessions, This provision is
intended to assist each country in determining the kinds of goods
on which it intends to request concessions (in accordance with
Section IV, para.2) and also to provide a basis for the
calculations provided for in Section III, para.i(b), and para.3.
For these purposos, however, theso provisions are insufficient for
the following reasonss

(a) The statistics of foreign trade of very; few countries are
compiled iun relation to tneir customs tariffs, Usually it
cannot be reliably ascertaincd from these statistics to
which customs duties the differeunt statistical items are
subject, evun if onc has both the customs tariff and the
statistics of oxternal trade. (These difficultios are
cncountered ovon in national customs administrations; the
task being ofton impossible without consulting explanatory
notes to the customs tariff, These difficulties are even
greater when dcaling with foreign customs tariffs).

(b) Many countrics are publishing their annual import surveys by
statistical items but not by countries of origin, though we
may assume that they have this classification for their own
use, Some oountiies do publish the import details
classified according to the exporting countries, but the
further classification is made only by whole categorios of
goods mnot by statistical itcms, In both cases the compiling
of a complote list of imported goods from one country,
according to the statistical itcms, ou the basis of the
above montioned doocuments, is very difficult and inaccurates
difficult - becauss we hsve to extract from all statistical
items the data relating to the exporting country concerned,
inaccurate - because many smallor imports are usually
comprised undor the hcading "Othor countries",

(c) Some customs tariffs contain only goneral (autonomous) rates
but no conventioval rates. There are customs tariffs so
complicated that without speocial instructions - which
genorally do not acuompany tho tariffs - it is impossible to
calculato the actusl customs duties for the different items,

(8) The toxts of many statistical and customs publications
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in original languagcs, without translations into one of the
world languages, arc intclligible in otiwwr countrics only
to a vory fow oxports who arc chargcd with preparatory work
for the nogotiations during the conference, This makos tho
wholo work vory slow and diffioult,

All thosc difficultics could be avoidod if ocach participating
govorumcnt worc obligod to submit owv request to any othor
participating country a dctailud cxtract from its import statistics,
In ordcr that this cxtract could bc uscd not only for the analysis
nocessary t: the choico of itcms and conccssions roquirced but for tha
caloulations providcd for in Scction III of thc¢ Mcmorandum, It
should contain for ¢ach statistical itum also the data requircd in
tho annoxed draft,

Ad column 3, The item of th: intcrnational (Genova)
classification corr.sponding to a cortain statistical item is well
known to the Statistical Office of the country concurncd, but it is
difficult to ascortain it iu a forcign country. It is ncccasary to
konow the itom of the internationsl classification as it helps to
classifly cach statistical itcm into the wholc system of classification
according to thc usc¢ which would bo made of the particular commodity
(0.g. raw material for industry, foodstuffs, consumcr goods,
mamufacturcd goods for investments, cte,). It can be assumed that
for the calculations of conccssions provided for, but not yot oxactly
dotcrmined, (Scotion III, para.d(b)) and for thc calculations of the
tariff incidenec (Scction III, para.3) it would bo nccessary to
distinguish betwoon th. asscssment of dutics on raw matcrials and on
manufacturcd goods,

Ad ocolumn 4, The doscription of goods in English or French
languagos would groatly facilitatc the preparatory work for
nogotiations with countrics using in theoir publications less known

languagcs.

The information abnout thc rate of cxchange of the USA dollar
in the yoars 1937, 1946, 1947, 1948 and 1949 is very usoful in
cxamining thce customs dutics and the tariff incidence in the cases where
thore arc spccific dutics, This point would be very important during
tho noxt conforcnce as seo many countrics have rccently devalued their
ourronoios,

Tho goverument requasting from cach othor participating
goveroment the oxtracts as dJescribed above wonld have to ask for thom
boforc Novemover 22nd, 194¢ = thc dato fixcd in Section IV for
dospatchin, tho publications. Thc other govermacent should scnd back
the ostablished lists, according to this suggestion, not lator than
January 18t, 1950, as cach participating and accuding govermmeut is
bound to despatch its lists of rcqucsts bufore January 15th, 1950,

Thu preparation of such extiacts should be conasidorcd an
obligation for cach participating nné acceding govermment {oven for
a "ctor dato, o.g. July 1st, 1950). In this way valuabloe
material would bc gatherod for the valuation of tho actual lowering
of the whole lovel of customs dutics attained at the Gonova and
Annocy conforonces, and as a basis for thc similar valuation for the
noxt conforonce beginning iu Soptomber, 1950,
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