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Subjects discussed: 1. Negotiations on industrial‘products 1
2. Negotiations on agricultural products 2
1. The Chairman recalled what he had said at the previous meeting of

the Committee on 13 July 1965: when the Committee resumed in September,
negotiations should be fully engaged on all sectors and with the full
participation of all countries who had indicated their intention to
participate. A determined effort would be ¢&lled for if the final stage
of the negotiations should be reached early in 1966. The Chairman said
that the Committee had now to decide on the procedure and the time-table
for the continued negotiations. He particularly wished to stress

the importance and the urgency of the negotiations relating to the products
of interest to the less-developed coltitries:  Even if there should be
some difficulties in keeping up speed in the negotiations in certain
sectors affecting the industrialized countries it was important to
reach a rapid conclusion in so far as the special sectors of interest to
the less-developed countries were concerned.

Industrial products

2. The Cheirman said that one should aim at reaching a position at the
end of 19%5 where it would be apparent to all participants which were the
specific conditions which were necessary if the level of offers that had
been established at the opening of the negotiations was- to be maintained
or improved. Bilateral conversations between the countries concerned
would be the main factor but in some areas, where the maximum resultb

could only be achieved by collaboration between the mainly interested
parties, multilateral discussions would be arranged. Amongst the products
which should be discussed in such multilateral groups were steel,
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chemicals, textiles, pulp and papers and possibly some base metals.
The less-developed countries should take an active part in the talks on
the products of interest to them.

Agricultural products A S

30 The Chairman stressed the importance of activating the negotiations
on agriculturc. There was -in that sector a certain lag-which had to bpe
made up to put the industrial and the agricultural sectors on an equal
footing in the final stage of the negotiations. -Prosedures for the
agricultural negotlations had already. been agreed upon , the principal
element of which was the tabling of offers on l6ASeptember for all
items apart from cercals far which proposals hod ‘alrcady been tabled in
the context of the Cereals Group. For meat and deiry products the form
of the.proposals and offers had been agreed upon in the Groups; for
other products the offers should relate to all relevant elements of the
protection or support given to the products or to the total &ffeect of
those elements. The Chairman said that more precise procedures for the
negotiations cculd be elaborated in the light of the nature of the offers
made. He invited delegations to indicate to what extent they were 'in a
position to table their offers that: same day.

4, The representative of Argentina said tha® he would table on

16 September a proposal covering meat and dairy products in accordance
with what had been agreed in the Groups. For other agricultural products
an offer would Be tabled in a fgw days.

5. The representative of the United States sald that his delegation
would table that day a substantial offer. covering an import value of
more than 500 million dollqrs. Specific offers on tropical products
would be made

6. The representative of the United Kingdom said that he would table
on 1€ September a detailed and substantial offer covering chapters 1-24
in the Brussels Nomenclature, which he hoped would contribute to the
success of the Kennedy Round. It was important that as much progress

as possible was made in the course of the next few months. The _
bilateral approach, which had proved to be prbductiVQ in the industrial
negotiations, should also be itried in the agricultural sector. He
proposed in particular that effort z‘mould be made to discover common
ground in the tropical products scc&or.

Te The representative of Sweden said that he would submit on that day
an offer covering the agricultural sector. Like the representative of
the United Kingdom he attached a special importarce to rapid results

in the negotiations on tropical products.



TN.64/SR.12

Page 3
8. The representative of Japan said-that technical difficulties

would make it impossible for his delegation to table its offer on
16 September. It would be tabled, however . before end of Séptember.

9. The representative of Canada said that he would table on
16 September an agricultural offer ,nd an offer covering the tropical
products.

10. The representative of Switzerland said that his delegation would
table on 16 September an offer covering almost the totality of Swiss
agricultural imports.

11. The representative of Austria said thet his delegation would table
-its egricultural offer on 16 September. HNegotiations on products not
included in the offer would not be precluded. For certain products there
was 110 indication of the size of the tariff cut offered; in such cases
it was subject to negotiation. Tor tropical products. inter alia, precise
offers were made, but there were possibilitics of going still further on
those products. When tabling its offers in the industrial sector.
_Austris had indicated certain items in chapters 1-24 of the Brussels
Nomenclature which it considered to be industrial products; for those
items the linear offer was valid. Austria would also submit a list of
items which had been bound duty frec in GATT.

12. The representative of Denmark said that his delegationvwould table on
16 September its agricultural offer, including offers on tropical products.

13. The representative of the Commission of the EEC said that due to
force majeure his delegation would not he in a position to table its offer
on 16 September. He hoped, however , that the delay was only temporary.
The representatives of Gruece and Turkey said that in view of the
relationship of the offers of their Governments to that of the Community,
they would not be in a position to table their offers on 16 September.

14, The representative of Norway pointed out that the general elections,
which had Jjust been held in his country, would result in a riew Government
taking over. The offer that had been prepared would have to be approved by
the new Government. He hopoed that it could be tabled within a few weeks.

5. The representative of Finland said that he would table Finland's
offer, which covered an important part of its agricultural imports, on
i6 September. Finland was preparcd to reduce or remove tariffs on
several ‘tropical products.

16.- The repWescn+aL1vb of Australia said that he would table on
16 o@ptumber an offer relating both to the industrial and to the
agricultural spheres.
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17 The representative of India said that his delegation had unfortunately
not been in a position to table its offers so far but expected to be able

to do so soon. He was grateful to delegations which had declared themselves
prepared to include tropical products in their offers. He recalled that
Ministers had noted in May 1964 that all participants were prepared to
consider the possibility of taking such steps as were open to them to

make cuts deeper than 50 per cent in or to eliminate completely duties

on products of special interest to less-developed countries, The

procedures to be adopted should admit rapid action in the tropical

products' sector. An’early meeting of the Sub-Committee on the
Participation of the Less-Developed Countries was desirable. He also
expressed the hope that the countries which had suspended duties on

certain tropical products up to the end of 1965 should be able to extend
the suspension until the conclusion of the negotiations on these products.

18. The Chairman said that he had noted the wish of the Indian delegation
that the Sub-Committee on the Participation of the Less-Developed Countries
should be convened at an early date.

19. The representative of Poland said thet he would table an offer on
16 September. The negotiations on agriculture were for Poland a very
important part of the Kennedy Round.

20. The representative of New Zealand recalled that under the agreed

- procedures set out in TN.64/39/Rev.l there was an obligation on all countries
to table offers over the whole range of agricultural products including

meat and dairy products. The fact that one major participant in the
negotiations would not be @ble to submit its offers on 16 September was
accepted with regret but she reason was understocd. New Zealand would

table on that day its offer on industrial and agricultural products as

well as a paper containing proposals for a "general arrangement" on dairy
products. The offers were based on the assumption that New Zealand would
receive reciprocity as agreed by Ministers in 1963 and 1964.

21. The representative of South Africa said that he was not in a position
to table his Government's offers on 16 September. He expected, however,

to be able to table offers on both industrial and agricultural products in

a few weeks. ’

22. The represcntative of Czechoslovakia pointed out that both
industrial and agricultural products were covered by the offer tabled by
his Government on 16 November 1964. This was to be further confirmed in a
communication which he was going to submit on 16 September.

23. The representative of Jamaica and Nigeria said that technical diffi-
culties had made it impossible for them to table the offers of their
Governments on the foreseen date. They expected to be able to submlt them
Very soon.
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24, .The representative of Ceylon said that Ceylon's offer would be

tabled thirty days ~fter the ?ZETZﬂb of e agricultural offers. He supported
the views that had been expressed in favour of .concluding the negotiations

on tropical products without awaiting the outcome of the negotiations in
general and in favour of extending the existing suspensions of dutles :

on tropical products. -

25. The representative of Spain said that his Government would table an
offer on industrial as well as agricultural products in thirty days. A
prerequisite therefore was. however, that the position in the negotiations
of Spain's main markets had become clear at that time.

26. The representative of the United Arab Republic said that the offer
of his Government would be submitted thiri; duys after tac tabling of the
agricultural offers.

27. The Chairman said that the statements by the delegations had given a
clear picture of the possibility to proceed. He suggested that the
representatives. who were in a position to do so, should table their

offers at 3 p.m. the same alternoon in the Director-General's office.

The representatives concerrned could thereafter discuss the circulation

of the offers and the precise procedures for the further negotiations.

This was agreed.

28. The Chairman said thal the Cereals Group would coon resume its discussion
at technical level. As regards the Groups on Meatl and Dairy Products, as

soon as governments had had time to take slock of the content of the

proposals made, he would decide in consultation with delegations concerned

on appropriate dates for reconvening the Groups.

29. The representative of New Zecaland said, with refercnce to dairy
products that Neow Zealand had always envisaged that the negotiations would
take place on two levels: negotiations on the relevant elements of support
and protection as with agricultural products generally in which all countries
would be involved, and the consideration of supplementary gencral
arrangements in the Dairy Group with countries not members of the Group but
with an important interest in the trade and production of dairy products

also participating. He expressed the hope that the EEC would have the
opportunity to participate as fully as its circumstances allowed particularly
in the discussions which the New Zealand paper might sustain in the

Dairy Group so that satisfactory zcntinuity could be established. An

early mecting of the Dairy Croup some time in October was proposed for
consideration in the internal discussions to follow. The representative

of the Commission of the EEC sald that his delegation would do its best

to participate in the negotiations as actively as the circumstances would
permit.
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30. The representative of the United States agreed with the Chairmen

and other speakers on the need to maintain the momentum of the negotiations.
While he understood the difficulties of certain other delegations, the
United States was ready to proceed as required in crder to conclude the
bilateral phase of the negotiations - at least as regards industrial
products - and the multilateral talks sc thalt, hopefully by the end of

the year it would be possible to make an assessment of the conditions
necessary to maintain the offers. The assessment would obviously depend

on the negotiations on agriculture. and it was important to move on con-
currently with those.




