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SWITZERLAND

The following paper has becn received from the delegation of Switzerland
in comnexion with item (ii) of document TN.64/Ce/W/1.

The enclosed tables 1 to 6 on production, exports/imports and consumption
give risc to the following comments:

Cultivated arca

The cultivated area has been slightly expanded between 1950 and 1962/63.
Since, it is somewhat decreasing. This tendency has continued in the 1964/65
crop year. For the seeding in 1965/66, the prospects are not very favourable
at present owing to the delay of this year's grain crop.

‘Within the grain acrcage, certain alterations have arisen. For bread
grain, rye has somewhat increcased on account of wheat, and {or feed grain,
barley and maize on account of oats. The latter mentioned tendency may also
continue in future, whilst narrow limits exist for the replacecment.oif wheat by

rye.

The -development of the total cultivated area during the next years may
hardly expect a considerable cxpansion. The need of agricultural land for
buildings of all kind, including roads, diminishes the agricultural area by at
least 1,500 hectares annually, whereof a greater part rcpresents land which is
suitable for cecreal growing. The increasc of the cultivated area in the years
between 1950 and 1960 was in particular the result of the mechanization possibi-
lities in cercal growing. However, they are now gradually exhausted. We do
expect that the total cultivated area in the following five years will remain
within the range of 160,000 and 170,000 hcetares.

Yields

The yields per hcctare have been much increased in the average during the
last fifteen years. Strongly affected by this dcecvelopment were especially wheat
and maize, and somewhat less ryc and barley. The rise in yield will further
continue thanks to the breeding of varieties more resistant and giving larger
yields, and to the improvement of the agricultural methods. However, we expect
that this growth will rather be slower considering that the yields per hectare
have alrcady rcached a high levcl.
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Consumption

L., in all industrialized countries, the development shows a decline in the
per caput consumption of brcad grain. We suppose it will continue during the
coming yecars but certainly somewhat slower. In return, the total consumption of
bread grain has slightly advanced. The rapid growth of populaticn has therefore
led to the result that in regard to the total consumption the decline in the per
caput consumption has been more than compensated. This considerable growth of
rise in the number of forcign workers in Switzerland. For the next years, a
considerable slower risc is expected, even perhaps & retrogression. On the
other hand, the normal growth of the permanently present population remains,
amounting to ca.l pcr cent a year. For the following five years, we estimate
that the total quantities for the consumption of bread grain will be abolt the
same.

‘The consumption of fced grains has considerably increased, in particular
during the past threce years. This is due tc an enlarged use of concentrated
feeding stuffs for livestock and partly to a rise in the number of small and
large livestock. We supposc that the consumption during the next years may be
somewhat higher or at least remain on the actual level. However, greater changes
can occur in connexion with the sensibility of conjuncture in regard to the use of
animal food, in particular beef and veal.

We estimate that the total consumption of all grain for the coming five years
will be on about the same lcvel as ihe average of the last five years, possibly
somewhat higher. On the other hand, it is most unlikecly that feed grains may
show an cqual inecrcase of consumption as it was the case from 1960 to 1963/64.

Imports
The grain imports have considerably increased during the reporting pefiod and
mainly depend on the further development of the consumption and production. For

the latter, we have already pointed te the relative stability of the cultivated
arcas and the high yields pecr hectare, which however are subject to great changes.
The hitherto realized increases in yiclds are not sufficient to cover the rise

in consumption so that the imports have considcrably increased. The further
development of the consumption has to be estimated with precaution, and this also
applies to the imports.
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