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NON-TARIFF _BARRIERS

Memorandum by the United Kingdom Delegation

1. In GATT/AIR/343 the Executive Secretary suggested that in so far as
non-tariff barriers were concerned "the essential thing is to determine, as
soon as possible, whet are the particular matters on which interested
contracting parties wish to negotiate and then to establish how they are to
be dealt with. Governments, therefore, that wish particular measures to be
brought within the scope of the negotiations are invited to indicate which
they are and submit specific suggestions on how they should be dealt with'.

2. This memorandum accordingly sets out the measures in this field which the
United Kingdom Government would wish to sce brought within the scope of the
negotiations and suggests how they might be dealt with.

bR Two main questions seem to us to arise in the consideration of this
subject by the Sub-Committee on Non-Tariff Barriers:

(a) what measures should be dealt with and how they should be
changed ;

(p) how discussion of these points can be related to the
negotiations as a whole.

Measures to be dealt with

4, In our view the most important non-tariff measures to be considered are
the following, all of which have been the subject of bilateral negotiations
between the United Kingdom aid other countries:

(a) preference for domestic products in purchases by public
authorities;

(b) anti-dumping leglslation and its administration:

(¢) the use of arbitrary or excessive values in levying customs
duties:

(d) the United States system of wine-gallon assessment on
imported bottled spirits;

(¢) administrative and technical regulations which have the
cffeet of hindering trade;
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(f) customs formalities;
(

g) quantitative resirictions.

bBaw 1o _relate discussion of Jhogotianions
5. The diversity of these measures and the diifering cxtent to which tiey

o

can be direetly related to the cxehonge of toriff concessicns seem  tC us b
make it impracticaulp to lay down any gonerally cppiicabie and precize rules
for their handling in the negotiations. The cssential point is that certein
participating countries will wich (o tr' accout of ihe progress made in
the liberalization or reroval of *hzsc mersures wiaeil it comes to their
cesessment of the halance of ceciprocity

; once ths Sub-Committes has judged it

7 icular sen-torill barric should be token account of
in the nbLOtlibLOIS, discussion of the metheds to be edopted in removing or
changing it should be referred by the Sub-Comnittee either to bilateral
discussions where only two countries are concernsd or to a small expert
Working Grecun where the subicet is of wider concern, with progress reports
at appropriate interwals {rzouphout the no cgotiations to the Sub-Committee.

5. t follows from o
rcasonablc that a nart

Conclusion
7. It is suggested that:

() Tne Sub-Committee should list the non-tariff barriers which
in its view are appropriate for discussion jn the negotiations.
A contribiticn to this list iz in pararoar boabove.

(b) Discussion of these measures should be remitted by thc Sub-
Committec to bilateral discussion or expert Working Groups
with progzr-3t reports to the Cub-Commisiece ot appropriate
intervals.,

(e) The degree of progress mede in the elimincticn or modification
of these measures shou d be tak:on into account by participatine
S o

countries in asuessirsy reciprocity.



