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8 July 1974

TARIFFS AND TRADE Special Distribution

Multilateral Trade Negotiations

e, ani gt

IN' CONJUNGCTION WITH OTHER GROUPS

Note by the Secretariat

Addendun

1. The prescnt note updates docunent MIN/3E/W/15 with respect to meetings of
Groups 3(a) and 3(t) held during the week teginning 1 July 1974.

GROUP 3(a)

The meeting that Group 3(a) hcld during the week beginning 1 July conmsidered in
particular two points on which Group 3(c) should be informed.

A. In the context of the first itcm of the programnc of work of Group 3(a), that is
bringing up to date and completing the analytical and statistical docuncntation, the
sceretariat was instructod to proceed with the tabulation and subscquent circulation
of a docuncnt along thc lincs described in paragraphs 6 and 7 of COM.IND/W/111,

concerning the Generalized Systen of Freforences and nost-favourcd-nation reductions.

It was agreed that the scerctariat should takc account of spceific suggestions
by intcrested delegations for refining and claborating the product groups mentioned
in the addendun to this docuncnt.

The Group cgreed to odd to the tabulations information indicating trade taking
place under rcgional arrangcuents.

It was furthermorec agrecd thot this tabulation would not be limited to thosc
countrics which were clrcady operating geoneralized prefercence schemcs, but would
include all countrics participating in the Teriff Study.

Sincc it was proposcd that thesc tabulations would cover also producis classified
in BIN Chaptcrs 1-24, Group 3(a) agrccd that Group 3(c¢) should be informcd of the
rcsult of the discussions on this nmattoer.
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B. The Group agrced to a proposal to establish a tariff rate.information file -
on-the basis of submissions by governacnts of detailcd information on their various
tariff rates on sclectcd dates, such as GATT rates, nost-favourcd-nation rates
applicd to GATT countries in thc cbscncce of other legislation c.g. temporary duty
changes, nost-favourcd-nation rates actuzlly assessed from GAIT countries and
effectively applied ratcs under the GSP. This tariff information should be
acconpenicd by an cxplanatory note dcscribing the country's tariff system with a
vicw to differentiating and explaining the dlffprcnccs in the various categorics
of rates recorded.

The Group agrecd that infornation on tariff rates should be given for
1 January or 1 April 1972, 1 January 1973 ond 1 Januery 1974, on the under-
standing that countries which would have special problems with the figures for
any particular ycar would indicatec this in thcir subnissions. A proposal was nade
that the file would be updated at reguler intcrvals. Some delegations said that
they could not associate thenselves with this proposal. It was agreed that this
question would be rcverted to at a later stage. -

Group 3(a) agrced to inforn Group 3(e) of its decision to cstablish the
tariff rate infornation file.

GROUP 3(b) .

The rclevant scetions of the report of Group 3(b) to‘fhe INC, adopted during
the week beginning 1 July 1974, are as follows:

.  Task 10: Continuation‘of the study of a possible code reparding counter—
' vailing duties gﬁpncral 4spects)

The report of Group 3(b) to the THC deals with thc possiblz solutions to the
problen of countervailing duties and with the question of differentiated treatnent
in the field of subgidics and countervailing duties for dcveloplng countries.

B. Task 12: Beginning of the work rcleting to packaging and labelling
Lgcnural Aquctql

The revort of Group 3(b) to the THC, deals with the clarification of problens,
with the work of other organizations and with the approach to be adopted. In this
latter regard the report notcs inter alla, that: .

"There was a2 wide neasurc of agreencnt in the Group that packaging and
labelling rcqulrumcnts should bc harnonized internationally, that the
appropriate internationel orgenizations should be used for this purpose,.
and that the GuTT should do what it could to support this work .;."
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"Many delegations seid that the proposed GATT instrument for preventing
technical barriers to trade (the draft code COM.IND/W/108 and Corr.l)
already contained provisions to deal with most of the issues raised ..."

"It was questioned, however, whether the Code dealt with every problem in
this field, and it was suggestcd that delegations which considered that
certain problens were not covered should give details of these."

Task 14: Continuation of the study rclating to import docunentation
Cha terqu529§

The position with regard to the work by the Group 3(b) on import documenta-
is sumparized in *the following paragraph of its report to the INC:

“There was consensus in the Group that an essential goal under this task was
the sinplification and harmonization of import documents and the data
required for custons clearance purposes. Possible approaches were suggested;
one would be the establishment of guidelines or sets of principles; another
one would be the encouragenent of accelerated work on docunentation in

other international organizations such as the CCC and the ECE and a third
one the holding of bilateral negotiations on particular measures existing in
this field. It was pointed out that these approaches were not outually
exclusive and might be combined."



