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Special Distribution

Multilateral Trade Negotiations

GROUP 3(f) - BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON CERTAIN
TROPICAL PRODUCTS

Addendum

Additional Data on Prices

In view of the interest expressed by several delegations at the last meeting of
Group 3(f) to have data on prices of tropical products for a period prior to 1963,
Table III of MTN/3F/W/3 has been extended to include, in addition to the period
1963-1973,-available price data for the years 1953-1962.
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General-note: Most of the price series reported in the table are regularly

collected by the United Nations Statistical Office for publication
in a summarized form in the United Nations Montly Bulletin
Statistics. For bananas, pepper, coconut cakes groundnut cake
and cocoa butter, the indices were compiled by the secretariat
on the basis of quotations described below. For each commodity,
the United Nations index is based on price series representative
for trade of the major exporters. In addition to f.o.b. export
prices, c.i.f. import prices or wholesale market prices in either
the producing or the consuming countries are included. Account
is also taken of long-term price contracts wherever possible.
The individual price series are weighted in accordance with the
trade pattern of 1963.

For all primary products combined, the original United Nations
index has been recalculated in order to include non-ferrous metals.
For the latter commodity group, the United Nations export unit
value index was used. The relative weights of non-ferrous metals
and primary commodities also correspond to the pattern of 1963
world trade. An index for primary products excluding fuels is
also shown. For manufactured products the United Nations export
unit value index has been adjusted to exclude non-.ferrous metals.
All indices are computed in United States dollars,

Detailed description of the United Nations index of primary
commodity prices was published in "MethodsUsesinCompiling the
United Nations Price Indices for Basic Commodities in International
Trade". "United Nations Statistical Papers, Series M. No.29, Rev.1".
The method of compiling the export unit value index for manufactured
products was described in "Supplement-to the-United Nations
Statistical Year Book and Monthly Bulletin-of Statistics,
Methodology and Definitions".

The indices calculated by the secretariat are based on the following
price series:

Baanas - France: from Guadeloupe f.o.r. French ports
- Germany, Fed. Rep.: from Ecuador f.o.r. Hamburg
- United States: from Central and South America f.o.b. port of entry
(FAQ and the "Marches tropicaux et mediterraneens" -France)

Cocoa Butter - London Cocoa Market (Gill & Duffus, United Kingdom)

Pepper - Spot prices in the New York market, black pepper
Malabar, (FAO)

Groundnat cake - United Kingdom: from Nigeria, c.i.f. ports,
nearest forward shipment, 56 per cent protein, (FAO)

Coconut cake Germany, Fed. Rep.: from the Philippines and
Indonesia, expeller, c.i.f. North European ports, (Preise, Levhne
und Wirtschaftsrechnungen; Statistisches Bundesamt Germany)


