RESTRICTED
MIN/TP /W /11
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON 14 October 1975

TARIFFS AND TRADE Special Disiribution

Multilateral Trade Negotistions
Group "Tropical Products"

CONSOLIDATED LIST OF INITIAL REQUESTS
Note by the Secretariat

1. In an attempt to provide an overall view of requests for concessions on tropical
products, the secreteriat has consolidated, generally at the BTN four-digit level,
the ligts circulated in the MIN/TP/R series of documents up to 30 September 1975.

It may be noted that requests for concessions on tropical products were mostly

made at the level of the tariff line or part tariff line, thus the details shown in
the attachment may not precisely reflect the situation with respect to a particular
item for which a concession is being sought. For greater detail in thig respect,
delegations are invited to refer to the request lists sutmitted by the developing
country participants concernecd.

2. The tabulations bring together information in such a way as to make it possible
to identify positions whore different developing country participants have sutmitted
requests for concessions under the samo four~-digit heading, together with an
indication, by means of symbols, of the type of concessions being sought in the
fields of tariffs and non-tariff mecasurcs.

3. The tabulations cover all requests for concessions submitted by participants
without implying any judgement as to whether a particular product may or may not be
~ considered a tropical product.

4. At the time of preparation of this note, roquests for concessions submitted by
thirty-one developing country participants had bsen addressed to other participants
from which concessions arc being sought. The attachment is subject to revision,
addition, ete. in the light of modificaticns notificd by participating countries and
additional requests for concessions which may be presented. '

5. Products containcd in the reoquest lists fall within 180 BTN four-digit hoadings,
of which approximately 100 arc in BTN Chapters 1-24. An cxamination of requests for
tariff concessions shows that most roquesting countrics have submittod requests for
concossions on an m.f.n. basis for sclected products and many have asked for
improvements in the GSP in respect of certain items. Some countries have requested

- the binding of the GSP at "zero" rate or tariff bindings in a special schedule of
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prcforential -doncessions for doveloping countries. The lists of threc
participants includo requests for the binding of Commonwealth Prefercntisl rates
of duty. . It m_y'also be noted that in many cascs, the requested rate of duty is
"zero" either on an m.f.n. or a preforential basis and in o number of casocs
regliefts were made for the maximum possible reduction of m.f.n. duties taking
into account such problems as those relating to teriff csgcalation in respoct of
somi-processed and processed products. The lists of a numbor of countrics include
- requests for seporate tariff classification in order to provide concessional.
treatment for certain itoms not at present scparatoly classificd in certain
tariff schedules. Thosc of a fow countries include requegis for advance -
implementation of concossions.

6, Non-tariff mcasures most frequuntly reforred to-in -the request lists are
import restrictions, charges on 1mports (e.g. internal taxvs, varisble levies,
etc.) and certain technical barricrs (health and sanitary regulations, marking,
packaging and labclling requirements, standards, ete.). Other requests in the
field of nonstariff measuros relate to Stete trading end custous entry procedures,
In certein cases, preforential or diiforcntlal treatment for developing countries
has been requested with regard to the application of import charges, import
restrictions, health and sanitary regulations and State trading.:
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SYMBOLS USED IN THE ATTACHED TABLE FOR INDICATING DIFFERENT
IYPES OF REQUSSTS FOR CONCESSIONS ON TARTFFS AND NON-TARIFE MEASURIS

Tariffs

No symbol - Requests for fariff concessions on an m.f.n. basis and requests
wherc the type of tariff concession being sought is unspecified.

+ ~ Requosts for improveaments in the GSP.

++ - Requests for tariff concessions on an mf.n. basis and/or.for
improvements in the GSPJ  In cortain of thesc cases, it is stated
that the latter would be preferable.

* - Requests for certain special types of tariff concessions _
¢.g. bhinding of GSF at the present or at reduced rates of duty or
bindings in a speccial schedule of preferential concessions for
develeoping countries. It also indicates a number of requests for
the binding of Commonwealth preferences.

Non=~tariff measurcs

1 ~ Requests for concessions on Statc trading and government monopoly
practices.

2 - Requests for concessions on customs and administrative entry
procedures.

3 - Requests for concecssions on standards, e.g. health and sanitery

regulations, requirements concerning marking, labelling and
packaging, marketing standards, the product content requirements.

Requests for concessions on import restrictions, licensing
requirements and export restraints.

>
i

(8,1
§

Requests for concessions on charges on imports, e.g. internal
taxcs, variable levices and import deposits. '

[l
]

Requests for conccssions on miscellancous or unidentified measures.

lIncluded in this category are not only the cases where the two different
types of concessions have been roquested as alternatives in respect of one
tariff heading but also where the two types of requests have been made in respect
of different BIN sub-headings which fall under the same BTN four-digit heading.
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