GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TS 1975
TARIFFS AND TRADE Special Di.stribution

Multilateral Trade Negotistions

Group "Non-Tariff leasures"
Sub-Group "Quantitative Restricticas"

SUMMING-UP BY CHAIRMAN
AND RECORD OF DECISIONS TAKEN AT MEETING

1. The Sub-Group met cn 28 October to 6 November 1975, It invitqg the
Secretary General of UNCTALD or his representative to attend this session of the
Sub-CGroup as an observer.

Fae QUANTITLTIVE RESTRICTIONS'(includihg import prchibitions and so-called voluntary
export restraints) :

2. The Sub-Group recalled the agreement rcached et its first meeting that as an
initial step towards the working oub of solutions, e process of information,
examination and dialogue should be undertaken with respect to existing quantitetive
restrictions. The Sub-Group noted that the bulk of these consultations had not been
concluded. The Sub-Group considered thet it should be in a pesition at its next
meeting to move on to the next stage of its work, having regard to paragraph 6 of the
Chairman's Summing-Up of the April meeting (MTN/NTM/2). .

3.  The Sub-Group heard a number of statements concerning the consultations or
discussions that had been held so far and on the progress mede. Several delegations
stressed that the consultations had served a useful purpose in clerifying points of
fact on the quentitative restrictions thet hod buen notificd. At the same time
several delegations dlso steted that only o relotively smell number of consultations
had teken plecc, that scme of these consultations had remeined limited in scope, ond
thet in some instances no progress hed beon made.

4. L number of problems releting to the scope’of the consultotions and to the
mendete of the Sub-Group wers mentioned. :

5. Some devcloping countries considered that the consultaticns would not serve a
useful purpose unless there was esgreement on differential troatment in favour of
developing countrizs., Several delegations from developing countries, while not
opposing the consultation procedures osteblished at the last neeting of the Sub-Group,
stressed that the prinrity task of the Sub-Group as far =s devaleping comliics were
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concernad remained to cgree on differenticl nmeasures for developing countries in
the negotintions. In this respect some delegations from developing cowrtries
strossed the need fer speeial procedures in their favour that would ensure the
rultilateralization of the negotiotion ond consultation process. The Sub=Group
had an exchange of views on proposals put forwerd by some developing countries,
referred to in paragroph 7 of MIN/NTWM/Z. Some delegntions ‘expressed preliminary
views on the legnl ond substantive issues involved in such proposals, Other
delegations felt that it would be premature to exemine: these proposals in detail
at this stege before the consultations envisaged under the procedures adopted at
the last meeting of the Sub-Group hod taken place. Some delegations noted that the
position token by some developing countries thet they were not prepared to par-
ticipate in consultations would impede progress to this end.

6. Some delegations of developing countries suggested that a review be undertaken
in due course of the G.TT provisions relating to the use of quantitative restric-
tions from the point of view of the interests of developing countries.

7. The SubQGroup agreed to revert to these matters at its next meeting.

8, While taking note of the concerns expressed and the proposals made, many
delegations stressed the importance of accelerating the process of consultation,
and of taking account of proposals made for specicl procodures for developing
countries.

9, To facilitate the work of the Sub-Group in carrying out the task mentioned in
paragraph 6 of the Chairman's Swaning-Up of the jipril meeting (MIN/NTM/2) the
Sub-~Group also agreed that delegations should endeavour, in advence of the next
neeting, to send to the secretariat summary notes with respect to the consulta-
tions in which they had participated as exporiting or importing countries, The
secretariat would assemble and distribute these summaries for the further work of
the Sub-Group.

B, IMPORT LICENSING PROCEDURES

10. The Sub--Group continued its dlscubs1on on import licensing procedures, on the
bosis of the two draft texts reproduced.at pages 15-19 of document MTN/NTM/W/2, and
commmications from delegations, that hed been circulated as documents MTN/NTM/W/ll
cnd Lddende 1-6. In the discussion delegations were able to clarify and eleaborate
further certain views which had been expressed earlier, and slsc put forward new
ideas and additional comments. Several delegaticns expressed their preference for
Llternative I of the draft text on autometic licensing and some other delegations
expressed their preference for /lternative II.
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11, The Sub-Group ggreed to continue the discussion at its next meeting and
invited delegotions to submit in .riting to the secretarist sufficiently in
advance of the next meeting any . Jiitional proposels on the two draft texts,
including comments on problems or difficulties that might have been encountered in
the field of automatic import licensing as well as in the field of licensing to
administer import restrictions.

12. The Sub-Group requested the secretariast to esteblish z note for the next
neeting, presenting in a systematic manner all the comments and proposals that had
been nade thus far by delegations or that might be received prior to the next
wneeting.

C. DATE FOR THE NAXT MEETING

13, The Sub-Group ggreed to hold its next meeting in March 1976.



