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Multilateral Trade Negotiations

Group "Agriculture"ei

SUMMING-UP BY THE CHAIRMAN

The following sur-2ling-up by the Chaoirnan of Group "-Agriculturo" was approved
bv the Group at its riceting on 24 Jul-y 1975:

1. The Group riot on 9, 10 and 14 July 1975 and tooL the following actions. The
Group invited tho Sccretary-Genaral of Ui'ICTID or his representative to attend this
session of the Group as. n observer.

2.e The Group took note. of the wor': done in the Sub-Groups oni Grains, 113at an.r
Dair-. Prrod'Iucts, a,.nd decic.ec'. thl.at work in those Sub-CTroups shoul-C be actively and
intensivel1r purzucdl, thsi d7.Ates of roctings to be decided by each Sub-Group0

v. localling thlat the Sub-Groups were theriselves organizing their work, the Group
notec thc need' for the work in the three Sub-Groups to rmove forward in parallel as
far as possible.

4. Several d-legEations raised the question of roroducts which wcre outside the
present nebotiating procedures in Group i.gricultur"; andl asked how and when these
products iLght also bc negotiated. The Group hoard proposacls for the establi hicnt
of further sub-groups for certain products including, the products reformed to in
paragraph 9 of N.TN1/5. 11Uhaile reaffirming its earlier decision that further sub-groups
Right be aclclod, the Group consicdered that it las not desiraLblo to set up such
3ub-reroups at the prcsnt time. The Group recognized th"; legitimleate interests of
delogatioris in products outside the iurview of the present Sub-Groups.

5. The Group noted tho reiteration bv soe:Oi developing countries that in its work
it would boar in ;mind that certain products fell within tho purviow of the Group
.Tropical Products;", andxc in this connexion it noted paragraph l(vii!) of tho
Guidelines for Organization of Negotiations on Tropical Products (MI'N/TP/l).

6. The Growp discusscsd questions relatang to the procedures to be followed in.
res-,pct of qu~ntitativce restrictions on a--ricultuwal products, as well as in respect
of other tariff or non-tariff -.easures on pro(.ucts not covered b-yr thu throe Sub-Groups.
Various proposals were put before the Group.
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7. The delegation of developing country mde the following proposal:

"(i) The Group agrreed, for agricu-ltural products othor than those covered
by Sub -Groups '''t","GvaGins", "Dir2y ProductstT, to mza:ke an initial
excumination, of tariff aid non .tariff barriers -.ff ecting trade in those
products in the various naikets.

(ii) For deternrtning the a-riculturJal products to be the subject of this
initial oe:anjintion, the Group will t4.kc into account lists of products
presented to the Group by each interested participant, by moans of'
notifications to the socreotriat.

(iii) To assist in this wo-)rk, the secrotariat was requested to prepare an
up to dIteG 1lot of ta.-iff' lnl non-tariff barriers affecting trade in such
prodUCtS iI. tllhe VariOUS maket

8. This proposal was oup~portod by a anmbcr f'f delegations of developed anLd
dovelopin-j our.trxics. Seric lcgat.icns cf developing countries presontcd initial
lists of' a-ri '-lturcJ. pr'COducts that thoy wiCked to be included in this first
examination, The Group p.rqqd to revert t;;. the ex~aination cf this proposal at
.Lit nr t nooti',

9. The following prposal s md(.e:

"In accod:-nce th pararaph 2 of' teSu=.iLwn;.up by the Choa..Inon
Grcup "AtZriculJtuc" (.. cunnt 1rN/AG/l), tho Group -;rod on the follow-1ing work
pr.ogra<nam. for t-htIh treatnm-cnt of' anrL'L non-iitariff nceurco L: LUoctngn a ri u

jri cultural prouc'~ts other than thoc.aclreadcl oered by the product sub -roups:

(i) the s cret?-.riat was, requested to furnish to the meicmbers of' Group
"Anrriculturc' the list of' ta or non ,tariff nroblemns raised in other
'roups or suE.grcUps which alsoC afEfct zrviultural products, an-Id ". staternm>nt
of notificatiLLons Pr:CsentUrd by partciciting countries concerning- quantitative
restrictiaons on ag-icultural products;

(ii) ti.)e Group agr,:c., aa arn initial st p, to undertake a process of
inf otr.'ion, c':oi-nlion cn. dlialogu wIth repecCt tu all tcxiff n.o non.
tariff meas-uros affecting a.ricultura; l products. Thisi process wouCl ti-l:e
place throu.-h detc ilod bilatoc:n.1 or oiuril tsral nsultaticns or cdliscusu.-ons.
It woL'lc` bc c-,cd "on thc notifico.ti.(.ncj mentioned. in sub*-.r-aIair-hph (i) above
and .n communications which th,; c. unt-i-s concerned might notify to the
secrCt:::iiaUt in rcspoct (.of any tariff or noin tariff measure affctinr.-
agrioult'ic.ll oroducto that was of direct intcroot for their trade.
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Following those consultations and discussions, Group "Agriculture" would
analyze, as a second step, the situation then obtaining and would engage in
discussions on specific suggestions - whether or not of multilateral scope -
that might be made by countries having participated in the consultations and
discussions, with a view to action on any individual measure,

The result of that work would be cormaunicated to the other Groups, in
accordance with paragraph 2 of the Suming-up by the Chairman of Group
1111gricultu'e2e". i

10, There was an inconclusive discussion on this proposal in the course of
which certain delegations raised points concerning its conformity with the
mandate of Group "agriculture" as set cut in MTN/AG/l. The Group agreed to
revert to the examination of the proposal at its next meeting.

11. The delegation of a developing country also made the following proposal:

"As a step towards the implementation of the provisions of the Tokyo
Declaration as regards the establishment of special procedures for the
negotiations between developed and developing countries, the Group decided that
developing countries be invited to present to the developed countries in this
Group lists indicating their negotiating interests in the agricultural field both
with respect to products and measures, looking towards discussions -bilateral,
pluarilateral or multilateral - aimed at identifying the possible negotiating
interests of the developing countries. To help in this task the secretariat
would receive notifications including copies of these lists axid would prepare (n
up-to-date catalogue of tariffs and non-tariff measures faced in developed
markets by the products notified by the exporting developing countries. P&ter
this stage of information, the developing countries shall decide if in the
effective negotiating stage they will sub-it their requests for concessions in
the Group "agTiculture" or in other negotiating groups or sub-groups.t'

12. This proposal was supported by the delegations of developing countries and
by sone delegations of developed countries. Some further delegations believed
that a decision of this kind would be premature since it concerned a special
procedure; this should be established after, or at the smle tine as, the
general procedure. The Group agreed to revert to the examination of this
proposal at its next meeting.
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13. The vic- was also exerssed that this proposal did not take account of the
position of those dolegations which hadindicated their intention of considering
their quantitative restrictions in the Snub-Gr-op "Qo.ntit.ativ.e Resixictions".
Certain delegations reserved the right tto utilize the procedue of notification
as provided for in the SL -Group "Quantitative Be.'.btrictionlls. Some other
delegations believed that this wos Liot in co:fomaity Teith paragraph 2 of
the SuiiLg-up by the Chairmmi of Group "hricuituro" (I'MITMN/AG/L)

14. Someo delcrgrtions bolievoed that the nrouowsals in paragraphs 7, 9 amd 11 above
were comoler:mentaryp and might be merged, including, the gehoral an-d special
procedures set out therein.

15. With respect to quaftitative rost-rict'Ion, parafraph 2(Ari) of the Suming-up
of the Chairnan of theSiO 'b-Group "Qua,-titative Rostiictions" madec on
30 April 1975 (IiTii/IT>V'2) was b.-mht to the attention of the C-oup in, accordance
with the areenent reached in the Group "'Nlon-T=`riff I~easuros' on 25 June 1975
(I~sTN/N~ii4/6, par,---a,')h 11). The text of this narzajaph reads:

"The negotiations enco pass quantitative restricttions on a.wicultural
products. It was noted that aj;icu3.turcl products vould be considered in
accordance with thoe suming-i:P of the Chairrmanof1O the Trade Negotiations
Committee at its meecting of February 1975. Some delegations indicated their
intention to consider qunntitative restrictions on africultuzral products in
this Sufb-Grour). Some other delegations indicated their intention to consider
such qu-ntitative restrictions in the Agiclture Group."1

160 Sone delegatiLons considered that the fact that the C-1roirp Aii;}.- culture" had
decided its work progroum-m, aafter t'F-hC &Sb.-Gacuirp "'itita^tivo Ic s frictions" had
met was pertinent to the consideration of this point by ithe Grclvp. Other
delegations did not agrec that this was a si^-f1 icmnt aspect, Th1e Group
"i>griiculture"a' od to takc-n: of this coi.:aunifc;tion in the light of the
decisions it took oln g8iey 1975.

17. As reogmads quantitative restrictions, four proposals were tabled:

(aS) The proposal was Made that in rcsDect of the position of the
dcleg,-ations which) hsd indicted, or might indicate, their intention to
consider qua1ntitativc restrictions-, on ag iCu7Lturl products in Group
"Agricultural , tho,:-Groun shoal3ld a'dout. : irnmutandCis, the procedures
a'grood upon in the Sub--Group "Qurntitat.xo itos;rictions"i, as set forth
in pa;ragp,7cDh 6(i) to (lv) Inclusivc of (documnt IT /NTiV2
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(b) It was also proposed that in view of the discussions which had taken
place iii the sub-group on quantitative restrictions, in respect of
quantitative restrictions on agricultural products, the Group should agree:

(i) As an initial step towards the working out of solutions, a process of
information, examination and dialogue should be undertaken with respect to
existing quantitative restrictions on agricultural products3 taking into account,
inter alia, paragraph 3(e) of this Tokyo Docl.rution and the work already
initiated by the sub-groups on grains, meat and dairy products. This process
should elucidate, inter alia, whether restrictions are maintained in accordance
with the General Agreement and should also elucidate the economic and social
circumstances underlying particular restrictions in importing countries.

(ii) This process of information, examination and dialogue would take place
through detailed bilateral or plurilateral consultations or discussions between
countries maintaining restrictions and countries notifying a direct trade
interest in these restrictions through the secretariat. These consultations
or discussions might include specific suggestions for action in regard to
individual restrictions. Flexibility should be allowed for developing
countries to participate adequately in this process.

(iii) The results of these consultations or discussions would be reported to
the next meeting of the Group by the countries involved in each of the
consultations or discussions for analysis of the existing situation by the
Group.

In this connexion, the Group noted the view of some delegations that it
would not be very productive to apply such a process of information, examination
and dialogue only to quantitative restrictions.

(c) It was also proposed that the Group agree that there be only one
procedure for the treatment of quantitative restrictions for all products,
namely, that established by the Sub-Group "Quantitative Restrictions" of the
Group "Non-Tariff Measures'".

(d) Lastly, it was proposed that the procedures for quantitative
restrictions on agricultural products be integrated into the framework of
detailed discussions and consultations covering all tariff and non-tariff
measures as proposed in paragraph 9.

18. The Group agreed to revert to the examination of the proposals regarding
quantitative r strictions at its ne::xt ao,tinra.
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19. So.Qe delegations invited -he attention of the Group to the proposal that
had been put forward in the Groups "T'ariffs" and "Non-Tariff Measures" that the
procedures foro dealinF, with non-btariL measures which related to particular
tariff items should be related to Eond integrated with whatever procedures are
agreed upon for tariff negotiations,

20. The suggestion was made that the Group at its next meeting give attention
to the pioblema of sa.niiary and phytosanitary regulations.

information to the rade ootiati ons Committee

21. The Group .eec. -that the Chair,.an should make an oral report to the Trade
Negotiations Conumitt,-eo covering, the wcrk of the Group and its Sub-Groups.

Calendarr omeof .t

22. The Crot'p, noting that its Sub-Groups would themselves set the dates of
their raeet~ng,, agroed t-h-t;tit might hoJd its next session in the week beginning
20 0ct.b: 1975g it being)-nderstood that every effort, would be made to avoid
as far as possibl.e ar-y conflict in timing -with the meetings of the Group
Wopicai Product,,s 't an~d ~that the Group might meet again, tentatively in the

week begiinain, 1 Dece:,ber 1975.


