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COMMUNICATION FROM SWEDEN

Revised Conditional Offer by Sweden Concerning
Initial Commitments on Trade in Services

Revision

The following communication is circulated at the request of Sweden to the members of the
Group of Negotiations on Services.

General conditions

1. This revised conditional offer presented by Sweden is based on the draft texts for a
General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), as contained in the Draft Final Act of
20 December 1991, and takes into account developments in the services negotiations since the
latest submission of Sweden's conditional offer (document MTN.TNC/W/59/Rev. 1 dated
19 February 1992). Sweden reserves the right to review its draft schedule in the light of the
complete GATS-package before submitting a final national schedule.

2. Sweden's commitments remain conditional upon the final outcome of the negotiations on
the Agreement, in particular an effective application of the MFN-obligation in Article II of the
Agreement. Sweden reserves the right to revise and modify its offer in the light of the content of
the rules and disciplines in the Agreement, developments in the negotiating process as well as to
make technical changes to this offer, correct possible errors. omissions or inaccuracies.

3. Sweden reserves the right to revise its offer in relation to the sectoral coverage, the scope
and the assessed trade value of commitments offered by other participants, including any MFN-
exemptions sought, before presenting a draft schedule on initial commitments. Sweden expects
that its negotiating partners will, in common with its own approach, be prepared to undertake
commitments which represent a step towards liberalization and exclude in any case any potential
deliberalization.

4. In the area of movement of personnel, no offer is made to bind regulations constituting
Swedish immigration law. However, Sweden offers to bind regulations governing the extension
of work permits for certain categories of personnel that are considered essential for a service
supplier to be able to enter a market or operate on it. The present offer is made on the condition
and understanding that the provisions of the Nordic Labour Market fall outside the scope of the
Agreement.
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5. The commitments are based on the Secretariat's note to all participants "Scheduling of
Initial Commitments in Trade in Services: Explanatory Note" (document MTN.GNS/W/164 dated
3 September 1993). According to this scheduling manual (paragraph 10), there is no obligation in
the GATS which requires a Member to take measures outside its territorial jurisdiction.
Subsequently, Sweden's commitments are made on the assumption that subsidies are not to be
listed in case of cross-border supply or consumption abroad.

6. The method used for sectoral classification is based on the document MTN.GNS/W/120,
with some limited variations. In addition reference has, as far as possible, been made to the UN
Provisional Central Product Classification (Statistical Papers Series M No. 77).

7. It should be noted that regarding the offer on telecommunication services, Sweden
reserves its right to review the commitments in the light of the prolonged negotiations. Sweden
also reserves its right to modify' the offer on audiovisual services to be able to take into account
the overall result in the sector.
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ATTACHMENT CONCERNING MARITIME SERVICES

1. International Shipping, 3.b):
Commercial presence of any form (office, branch, subsidiary) for
the purpose of selling or marketing locally the services supplied
by the international maritime transport services provider, and
undertaking such activities which are necessary to this end.

2. Maritime Cargo Handling Services:
Activities exercised by stevedore companies, including terminal
operators, but not including the direct activities of dockers, when
this workforce is organised independently of the stevedoring or
terminal operator companies. The activities covered include the
organisation and supervision of:

- the loading/discharging of cargo to/from a ship

- the lashing/unlashing of cargo,

- the reception/delivery and safekeeping of cargoes before shipment
or after discharge.

3. Customs Clearance Services:
Activities consisting in carrying out on behalf of another party
customs formalities concerning import, export or through transport
of cargoes, whether this service is the main activity of the
service provider or a usual complement of its main activity.

4. Container Station and Depot Services:
Activities consisting in storing containers, whether in port areas
or inland, with a view to their stuffing/stripping, repairing and
making them available for shipments.

5. Maritime Agency Services:
Activities consisting in representing, within a given geographical
area, as an agent, the business interests of one or more shipping
lines or shipping companies, for the following purposes:

- marketing and sales of maritime transport and related services,
from quotation to invoicing, and issuance of bills of lading on
behalf of the companies; acquisition and resale of the necessary
related services, preparation of documentation, and provision of
business information:

- acting on behalf of the companies organising the call of the ship
or taking over cargoes when required.


