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COMMUNICATION FROM BENIN

Draft Schedule of Initial Commitments of the Republic of Benin

in the Negotiations on Services

The following communication is circulated at the request of Benin to the members of the Group
of Negotiations on Services.

This offer constitutes the contribution of Benin to the negotiations on initial commitments
concerning services.

The sectors or sub-sectors mentioned in this schedule are classified according to the criteria
in document MTN.GNS/W/120.

Within the context of the restructuring programme aimed at revitalizing the national economy,
trade and industry have been liberalized as fully as possible, with due respect for the principle of national
treatment.

Thus, since 1990, Benin has been able to offer very liberal trading conditions and an economic
environment favourable to investors.

The accompanying offer bears ample witness to this. It is, however, conditional, and Benin
reserves the right to supplement, modify or withdraw it entirely or partially, depending on developments
in the negotiations on initial commitments and observance of the principle of special and differential
treatment of developing countries, as stipulated in Part B of the Punta del Este Ministerial Declaration
on the Uruguay Round Negotiations.

HORIZONTAL MEASURES

These commitments are subject to the general laws and regulations concerning trade in services,
including those relating to the establishment and operation of enterprises, immigration, working
conditions, work permits, exchange controls, direct investment, land purchase, public health and hygiene,
social welfare and public order.
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