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COMMUNICATION FROM AUSTRIA

Draft Schedule of Austria concerning
Initial Commitments on Trade in Services

The following communication is circulated at the request of Austria to members of the
Group of Negotiations on Services.

Austria hereby submits the first version of her "Draft Schedule concerning Initial
Commitments on Trade in Services". This Draft Schedule replaced the Conditional Offer
presented by Austria on 27 May 1992 (MTN.TNC/W/66/Rev. 1). The following conditions and
explanations form an integral part of the Austrian Draft Schedule.

The Draft Schedule presented by Austria is based on the text of the GATS circulated on
29 October 1993 (Document 2251).

Austria reserves her right to modify her Draft Schedule or to withdraw commitments
dependent on the value of specific commitments on market access and national treatment assumed
by other Members as well as on the degree of adherence to the obligation contained in Article II
of the GATS before submitting a Final National Schedule.

Austria further reserves the right to make technical changes to her offer and to correct
omissions and technical errors.

Austria maintains in her present legislation certain reciprocity and/or economic interest
test measures such as:

- The registration of branches of foreign limited liability companies (Gesellschaft
mit beschränkter Haftung) is subject to the condition that the other country in its
turn offers competitive opportunities, effective market access and national
treatment equivalent to those offered by Austria.

- Licensing and registration of juridical persons organized as sole proprietorship of
another Member intending to set up a commercial presence for the supply of a
service governed by the Austrian Trade Act are subject to the condition that the
other country in its turn offers competitive opportunities, effective market access
and national treatment equivalent to those offered by Austria. If reciprocity
cannot be proved, a public/economic interest test is applied.

- Licensing of foreign insurers (subsidiaries and branches) is subject to the condition
that the other country in its tu offers competitive opportunities, effective market
access and national treatment quivalent to those offered by Austria.
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- Licensing of foreign branches and subsidiaries of foreign banks is subject to the
condition that the other country in its turn offers competitive opportunities,
effective market access and national treatment equivalent to those offered by
Austria. In addition licensing may be refused, if the planned activity is not in
accordance with national economic interests.

Austria offers as a concession not to apply these measures towards MTO-Members.
However, this offer is conditional on the granting of adequate market access and taking of national
treatment commitments by other MTO-Members as well as on the approach taken by other
participants relating to such measures. Austria reserves herewith the right to limit market access
and national treatment commitments to those Members who assume corresponding commitments.

The Draft Schedule is based on the Explanatory Note of the Secretariat submitted to all
participants regarding "Scheduling of Initial Commitments on Trade in Services" contained in
MTN.GNS/W/164 of 3 September 1993.

Services covered by the Austrian Draft Schedule with few exceptions are specified in
accordance with document MTN.GNS/W/120 of 10 July 1991. In addition reference has, as far
as possible, been made to the "UN Provisional Central Product Classification (CPC)" as contained
in Statistical Papers Series M No. 77. "Ex" combined with a CPC-number indicates that the
service specified constitutes only a part of the total range of activities covered by the respective
CPC-number.

The Draft Schedule consists of two parts. Part I specifies horizontal limitations on market
access and national treatment pertaining to all sectors or sub-sectors. Part II contains sector-
specific limitations on market access and national treatment. The indication "None" in Part II
means that no other limitations apply than specified in Part I. The entry "None" under national
treatment means "no other limitations than under market access", if the entry in the market access
column refers also to national treatment aspects.

As far as movement of natural persons supplying services under the Agreement is
concerned, the entry under mode 4 in Part II refers to Part I. However, in a limited number of
sectors (e.g. legal services and accounting services) commitments assumed under mode 4 in
Part II go beyond Part I.
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