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COMMUNICATION FROM FRANCE IN RESPECT OF
NEW CALEDONIA

Schedule of France in Respect of New Caledonia Concerning
Initial Commitments on Trade in Services

The following communication is circulated at the request of France in respect of New Caledonia
to the members of the Group of Negotiations on Services.

France has the honour to set out below its schedule in respect of New Caledonia concerning
.initial commitments for the purpose of the negotiations being carried out within the framework of the
future General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).

This schedule applies only to France in respect of New. Caledonia. In accordance with
Articles 72 and 74 of the French Constitution, this territory is one of the collectivit6s tertritoriales of
the French Republic. Its status results from Law No. 88-1028 of 9 November 1988. It includes New
Caledonia or Grande-Terre, the île des Pins, the Belep, Huon and Surprise archipelago, the Chesterfield
islands and the Bellone reefs, the Loyalty islands .(Mar6, Lifou, Tiga and Ouv6a), Walpole island,
Beautemps-Beauipr6 and; Astrolabe islands, Matthew and Fearn or Hunter islands and the islets close
to the coast. The territory is not part of France's European territory. In accordance with Law No.
88-1028 mentioned' above, the State'and the territory each have jurisdiction in specific matters, while
the provinces (Province Nord, Province Sud, Province des fles) have competence in matters of ordinary
law (droit commun).

France belongs to the European Economic Community, but' the Treaty applies fully only to
France's European territory and its overseas departments.

.New Caledonia is deemed to be one of the "overseas countries and territories". of a member
State of the Community within the meaning of Article 227.3 of the Treaty of Rome.

New Caledonia is one of the territories whose association with the Community was agreed
by the member States of the Community in the 1957 Treaty of Rome. Relations between New Caledonia
and the LEC are therefore governed by Part Four of the Treaty of Rome and by the decisions taken
by the Council of Ministers of the European Economic Community in fulfilment of these provisions.
.This schedule does not in. any, way predetermine or affect relations between New Caledonia and the
Community.
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The schedule is conditional on the satisfactory conclusion of the Uruguay Round negotiations
on initial commitments in the Services Sector. France therefore reserves the right to modify or withdraw
the schedule in the absence of satisfactory results in this area.

Maintenance of the schedule by France will depend on the extent to which its negotiating partners
show that they are ready to assume commitments comparable to those which France undertakes in respect
of New Caledonia, taking into account their level of development. France will pay particular attention
to commitments undertaken by.New Caledonia's major trade partners in deciding whether to reduce,
expand or withdraw the schedule.

The schedule has been prepared on the basis of the draft General Agreement on Trade in Services
and the Note by the Secretariat of 30 July 1993 on drawing up schedules of commitments, as well
as on the results of the informal consultations which subsequently took place in the Group of Negotiations
on Services, France reserves the right to modify it in order to take into account any new clarification
given during the discussions.

The nomenclature used is based on the classification contained in document MTN GNS/W/120.
Wherever possible, reference is made to the Provisional Central Product Classification (CPC).
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