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COUNCIL
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COUNCIL AGENDA

Notes by the Secretariat on Agenda Items

The provisional agenda has been .distributed in document C/22. To.fa
preparations by Ccuncil members for desling with varicus items cn the agenda, tne
following annutations are provided:

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

The provisional agenda includes the items suggested by the Ixecutive
Secretsry (GATT/AIR/280) and items proposed by contracting parties. At the first
meeting the Executive Secretary will suggest an crder of business. As agreed
in February, meetings of the Council will pe held in the aflterncens.

“ PRCCRAMME FOR EXPANSION OF TRADE

(a) Customs toriffs

When the Working Part cn Tarif{ Reduction was appcinted at. the
nineteenth session, it was irntended that its first meeting would e heid in
April 1962. However, when the Ccuncil met in February, it was agreed ihat a
meeting of the Working Party in April would be premature and that the Council
in May should decide upen a date.

(b) Trade in egricultural products

At the time of the last Council meeting, it was envisagzed that the
Group on Ceres.s would reconvene cn 20 Marcih, but it was agreed that the Choirman
of the Grcup would consult with delegations to ascertain whether ihere existed a
reasonable basis for continuing =t that time the discussicns which -ad been
initisted. The seccnd meeting ~f the Group has nct vet been convened.

At its last meeting the Council established = Group on Meat and
instructed the Executive Secretary., in ~onsultaticn with members of the Group,
t5 decide when the first meeting should be convened. A preparatory meeting of
the Gpoup iS being held prior to the Council seering. (see GATT/AIR/0E:). .
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(¢) Trade of less-develcpsd countries

Committee III met eariier this month and has submitted a report in
document L/1768. The Committee prcposes to meet again before the next session
of the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

A+t its last meeting the Council established a Special Group on Trade
in Treopical Products and it was agreed in principle that a meeting of the Group
would be convened pricr to the next meeting of Committee III, but on the under-
standing thnat the Executive Secretary in consultation with the member cof the
Group, could, if fcund appropriate alter the date of the meeting. It was
subsequently decided that the Specia. Group should meet from 4-8 Juna.

3.  BALANCE-QF-PAYMENTS IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

{a) Reports on consuitaticns

A+ its meeting earlier this month, the Committee on Balance-of -Payments
Restrictions carried cut consultations with Brazil, Ghana, Greece and Israel.
The Committee will ~2rry out a consultation with Paxistan during the period of
the Council meeting. The repcris on these ccnsultations will be presented to
Council which mey wish to reccmmend to the CONTRACTING PARTIES that the reports
be formally adcopted at the twentieth session.

(v} Chilean restrictions

In April the Executive Secretary was advised that Chile had suspended
the importation of luxury and non-essential gocds for balance-of -payments reasons
(L/1755). The Government of Chile is prepared to consult with the CONTRACTING
PARTIES concerning these measures.

4, RESIDUAL IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

At the February meeting of the Council the Panel of Experts presented an
interim report (L/1716) on its examination of the adequacy of notifications
submitted by contracting parties pursuant to paragraph 7 of the procedures adopted
at the seventeentn seszsicn. The Panel's second and final report has been distri-
buted ir document L/177%. The notifications which have so far been received frow
contracting parties and which have been examined by the Panel of Experts and
referred to in its report will be reprnduced in a consclidated document with the
symbai L/1769.

In the light of the two repcris of the Panel, which relate to paragraph 7
of the procedures, the Council might consider what arrangements it wishes to
maxe tc carry cut the review of the efficacy »f the whrole of these procedures
i.e., varagraphs 7 - 9 {6S/19). In September 1961 the Council considered that
a review at that time would be premature and at Lhe nineteenth session the
CCNTRACTING PARTIES agreed with the Council's recomnendaticn that it should
carry cut the review at an appropriatec time in 1962,



5. GERMAN IMPORT RESTRICTIONS

This item has becen included in the previsional agenda at the request cf
the United States. The item relates o the waivsr granted tc the Federal
Republic under the Decisicn of 30 May 1959 wnich will expire a2t the clecse of
the twentieth session. This matter was last examined by a Working Party at
the nineteentn session (sse varticularly paragraph 43 of the Working Party
report, 10S/257, and SR.19/11).

6.,  EUROPEAN ECONCMIC CCMMUNITY

Greesce

A number of contracting partics submitied questions concerning the
provisions and implemcntaticn of the Agrosment crcating an association between
Greece and th: Community and a consolidatad list of questicns was submitied to
the participating governments (L 1115/Aud 1). Arrangements were made for the
Working Party, which wcs appointed ot the nincteenth session, tc meet in March
or April, but as the rcuplics tc the questionnaire had net been received, the
meeting was postponcd. The i vore received on 21 May and a2re being
prepared for circulaticon. The Council may wish to fix the date for the meeting
of the Working Party.

(b) Common agricvltural policy

The: reproscentetive of the Community infermed the Council at its
meeting in Foebruary that fhe dreisions taken concerning the common agriculturazl
policy would be made nvailable te the CONTRACTING PARTIES. These have now been
received by the secretariat nnd copies are being preparced for distribution
during thc Council meeting. (The English text will be & provisicnal translation.)

7. CENTRAL AMERICAN FREEL TRADE AREA

At its meoting in Pebruary the Council defoerred consideratien of the Treaty
concerning Preferentinl Exchanges =:nd Free Trade between the Republics of Panama,
Nicaragun and Costa Ricn (L/1708). The Exccutive Seerctary was asked to preparc
an analysis of thoe ecconomic and lagnal guestions arising in connexion with the
Troaty; this has boon distributed in decument L/1770. A representative of
Nicaragus is cxpocted bto ationd the Council mecting from 28 May
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8.  RELATIONS WITH POLAND

The Working Party which was appointed by the Council, to conduct the
first annual review under the Declaration of 9 Novemher 1959, will meet on
Friday, 25 May. (Relevant documents are L/1736, L/1738 and L/1753 and Addenda.)
The Working Barty has been asked to present a2 report before the close of the
Council meeting.

9. RELATIONS WITH YUGCSLAVIA

The Working Party which conducted the sccond annual review under the
Declaration of 25 May 1959 a2t the nineteenth session ncted that in the course
of the third annual review the CONTRACTING FPARTIES would be required to consider
whether the present arrangement shcould be "terminated, modified or continucd”.
Therefore, the Working Partr considered that "it would bu necessary for the
third review %o be more detailed than the previous ones" and that "more time
should be allowsd for that review so that the important question cf the future
position of Yugoslavia in rcliation to the GATT could be adeavately examined”.
The CONTRACTING PARTIES adoptzd the recommendation of the Working Party that
the Council should be instructed to tezke up this matier well in advance of the
twentieth session.

The Council is request
e

d to make arrangements for the review. A note
by the secrsztariat will b 3

m
distributed.

ted at the nineteenth session met from
in document L/1741. This, however, is an

interim report since ths z Party did not compl=te its study of the mattcers
refzrred tc it and desided to meet again in May zfter governments had nad time

to study the report, unless z re-assessment of the situation by the Exscutive
Jecretary should indicate that 2z mecting =zt that time would be inopportune. The
Council will be informed of *the result of the Exccutive Sceretary's corsideration
of thizs matier.



11. CONSULAR FORMALITIES

The Panel of Experts, which was ncominated at the last meeting of the Council,
met in Geneva in March and has presented 2 repcrt in document 1/1?43. The Panel
makes two recommendations which are sct out in paragravhs 21 and 22 of the report.
The Council may wish to endorse thesc recommendations for adepticon by <he
‘CONTRACTING PARTTES 2t the twentieth session.

l12. UNITED KINGDOM WAIVERS

The report of the Panel which was appeinted by the Council in February was
issued in document L/1749. At the nincteenth session the CONTRACTING PARTIES
authorized the Council to take 2 decision on this matter and therefore the repert
will be submitted to the Council for adopticn.

i3. AUSTRALIAN SPECIAL TREATMENT FOR PRODUCTS OF PAPUA/NEW GUINEA

The annual report required frcm ths Government of Australia under the
Decisicn of 24 October 1953 has been distributed in L/l?SO. The rencrt states
that no measures have been taken under the Decision since the submissicn of the
previous annual report. The report examines the deveclepment of trade in preducts
affected by measurcs taken carlier,

14, PARTICIPATION OF SPAIN IN TEE WORK OF THE CONTRACTING PARTTES

The Decision of 4 Junc 1960, inviting Spoin to participate in the work of
the CONTRACTING PARTIES, will expire a2t the ond of June. This will reguirc the
attention of Council since the tariff ncgotinticns with Spain with a view to
accession will not have been completed by that time.

15. ACCESSICN OF THE UNITED ARAR REPUBLIC

The Government of the United Arab Republice has advised (L/1759) its desire
to discuss thoe terms on which it might accede te the GATT under Article XXXIII.
Hepresentatives of the United Arab Republic will attend the Council mecting.
The Council may wish to moke arrangements fer this request te be examined and
for rccommendations to b: submitted to the CONTRACTING PARTIES.



16. APPLICATICN OF APTICLE XXXV TO JAPAN

when the report cf the Working Party (IL/1545) which ccnducted the review
of the application of Article XXXV in the case of Japan, was considersd by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES at the nineteenth sessicon, the representative of Japan
requested that thz gquestion cf the review be retained on the agenda. The
Council was instructed to follcow developmernts in the light of any reports made
by countries concernsd. Jz2pan has reguested the inclusion of this item in the
ageunda for this meeting.

17. ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS

(2) Final 1961 budget position

. e by the Exccutive Secretary has been distributed in L/1756.
The Council is asked to zpprove the proposal mentioned in paragraph 5 of that
decument. Preposals for the utilization of the unappropriated surplus will be
referred to the Committee on Budget, Finance and Administraticn (paragraphs 8
and 9).

£ not
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(k) Salariess of ungraded posts

This matter was discussed at a meeting of heads of delegations during
the February sessisn of the Couneil; agreement was reached on proposals which
were tc be put before govermments for final approval with a view to a formal
decisien being teken by Ccuncil at this me=sting.

(¢) Appcintment of Committes

A Committee on Praget, Finance and Administration should be appeinted
to examine, inter zliz, ta. Hxecutive Secrstary's proposals for the 1963 budget.
The ecxecutive Secretary will put forward a suggestion for the Committee's terms
of reference and membership; he intends to suggest that the Committee shculd
meet in September and that its repert should be examined by the Council at a
bricf meeting to be held before the opening of the twentieth session.

(d) Contributions tc the Working Capital Fund - Sicrra Leone and Tanganyike

Tho Council has baen asked in document L/l779 to approve the advances
assessed on these two countri:s.

(¢) General service zzlaries

The Exscutive Secretzary will submit a paper on the latest developments
concerning gencral ssrvice salaries for the informaticn of the Council.
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18. PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS (JUNE - OCTOBER)

A number of committee and working party meetings should be held before the
twentieth session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES and therefore the Executive Secretary
intends to recommend to the Council that the opening of the session, which was
to be on 25 September, should te postponed for four weeks, i.e., until
23 Uctober. A programme of meetings will be proposed.

19. TWENTIETH SESSION

A list of items for inclusion in the provisional azgenda for the twentieth
session will be distributed to afford an opportunity for consideration of
preparatory werk to be decne by the Council, by subsidiary bodies and by tha
secretariat.



