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Preparation of Agenda

(Note by th Executive Secretary)

At the m-;eeting o- thh Counc-il in F-bruzary (C//l-l/4) a tentative agenda
was drawn up for the feetin2c1ilinistero vhirch :s to be held on 16-21 -lay,
anrd it was agreed that- th-s agenda would '-e com.ple-ted anrd final-zed by the
Council before the en-d of Apjril.

in February thne Council a-roed tc recommends --ha-t Mi-nisters shoul d i yve
directives for thi; efi"'3:ctive ll-'icrai-zation ana expansicn of> trade in bot.h
primary,-and secon-dary prod2ct.s, and sho.ald consider inter alia:

A. Arran~crnent;v for th'1e reduction or c1i:ninikaticn of tariffs and other
barriers to trade, ai.d relat`C` riattcrs.

B. Measures for access to markets for a-r- c-'Llt-ral 3id other prim-ary
products.

C. Measures for th.rie expansion of the trac!_ of developing entries as a
mexanls of f7ur-h-ving'Llt the>,ir ~:^oanomie dcvo'.lo:t.e~

This fcrJltionis to be- reconsidered L the 1liglht o'f rocci.emmendaticnS
by the Working; PartM c> Procedure.- for Triff -cducti`n (L./2- 2), by
Comittet Il:I (L/':3, n--d by the Special Group orn Taradc in 1opical Product.s
(Li" 2001) aned in thl-ig1 ght, of proposals put,- -for;ward ;by contracting parties.
Whon thc procedure folr carryi-ine;. this task wXas discussed by the Counic`il on
29 April, two s. s: .ons for the proscnta-ioon of matters to bc placed bof ore
M11inisters wore pu; forward. Thesetwc.s o alternat-ivcs for a rovisional agenda
to be sunbmi tted to the: MJinisters woL ld appear as follows:
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A RBNAT- TE7

Item 1. Arra:-.iements'or th-.e deducticn o1 Elimination of Tariffs

and otr -BarriarS t;c. Trade. aad B7e latecdM.tters

Item 2. n'-- - ^> - ss to "'k.sfor ',,ric jult lr -d other
__ 2

These matters have been examined in detail by a technical working party
established by the CONTE±ACT.IING PART=;S for this purpose. In the course of this
examination agreement was reached on a nuLmber of basic principles as follows:

Insert Section A of L/2002.

The Council proposes that Ministers be asked to endorse the principles set
out above.

In addition, the Workirg Party endeavoured to elaborate the above principles.
On some topics agreement was reached, on others there remains disagreement, and
some remain to be examined in detail. Tre area of agreement is indicated in each
of the following submissions:

Insert Section B of 1/2002.

Item ,. Measures for the Expansion of' Trade of Developing Countries
as a Mears of furthintheir Economgic Develop2ment

A. Action programme

Cor=nittee III CL the GAIT Trade Expansion Programme has examined these
matters and has prepared submissions to Ministers as follows:

Insert para_-aphs 7_1-j f L/1958
followed by para. 5 of L/1989.

B. Other action

1. Insert paragraph 14 of L/1989.

2. Certain suggestions (paragraph 15, L/1989) have been placed be.iore
the Coimiittee concerning the :rantEng of preferences on selected products by
industrialized countries to less--developed countries as a whole and the granting
of preferences on selected products by less-developed countries to all other
less-developed countries. These sugzrestionss h ve boen examined by the Council,
whose submission is as follows:

Insr-rt Council Submision.
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3. IIn connexion with furthering the development plans of less-
developed countries it has been suggested in Committee IIT (paragraph 17, L11989)
that the work of the Committee should be extended, in collaboration with other
interested agencies, particularly the lending agencies, through the adoption of
concerted and systematic studies of trade and aid relationships in individual
less-developed countries, aimed at obtaining a clear analysis of export potential,
market prospects and any further action that rn-y be required to overcome any
difficulties that the studies reveal. 7.T. Coutil has also examined this suggestion
and its submission is as follows:

Insert Submission of Council.

4. It was also suggested in the Committee (paragraph 19, L/1989') that
the authority of GAIT in connexion with the work of expanding the trade of less-
developed countries should be extended by the creation of a stronger institutional
framework which would more adequately reflect the concerns and responsibilities of
the CONTRACTING PARTIES in this field. Thus it haz been suggested that the pro-
visions of the Agreement might now be extended to make more specific provision
for this important sector of the CONITTACTING PARTIES' work by amending the text
of the General Agreement through the adoption of -. new Article. This suggestion
has been considered by the Council whose recommendation is as follows:

Insert Council Submission.

C, Tropical products

A special group on trade in tropical products has considered ways of
overcoming difficulties confrointing less-developed countries exporting bananas,
cocoa, coffee, tea, vegetable oilseeds and oils and tropical timber. The dis-
cussions in the Special Group took fully into account the fact that most Ministers
agreed at their ministerial meeting in November 1961 that the proposal put forwa-rd
by Nigeria for duty-free entry for tropical products should be given careful
consideration. The recommendations of the Special Group submitted to Ministers
are set out belnw:

Insert Section A - General Recommendations.
and Section B - Recommendations on individual
products, as zet out in Part II of L/2001.
Annex Conclusions on Individual Products reached in
Sub-Group - pages 7-11, L/2001.

/proposalsbyidividual Contracting Parties

Contracting parties may wish to put fit:)nrd
concrete proposals directed specifically to
Items 1-3 of the provisional agenda as set out
above. On the other hand, contracting parties
may wish to propose additional items for the
agendaj-/
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