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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MeETILG OF JINISTER

Preparation ol Agenda

At the meeting of the Council in February (C/M/l#) a tentative agenda
was drawn up for the meetins of [linisters which is to be held on 16-Z1 lay,
and it was agreed tha thisz agenda would te compleited and finalized by the
Council before the end of April,

inisters shouid give
icn of trade in both
11

A Arrangcements for the reduc
varriers to trade, and rel
B, Measures Tor access 1o markets for agriculitural and other primar
products.

EH

C. Measwres for the cxpansion ci the trade of develeoping countries as a
means of turthering thelr ceconemic develonment.
This fermulati is te e reconsidered ln the light of recommendaticons
by the Working Part Procedures for Tarifi Reduction (L/2002), by
Committee I11 (L/L‘ and by dhe Speeial Group on Trade in Tropical Products
(L/2001) and in th ht of prepoesals put forward by contracting partics.
Wnen the procedurc carrying cut this task was discussed by the Couneil on
23 April, two sugnestions for the prescentation of matters to be placed hefore
Ministers were pus forward. Thesc two altcrnatives for a provisicnal agenda

5 1
to be submiited to the Ministers woild appear as follows:
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Item 1. Arrancements for the Reduction or Zlimination of Tariffs
her i elzted Matters

Areass to Markets for Szricultural z.d other

These matters have been examined in detail by a technical working party
established by the CONTRACTING PARTIES for this purpose. In the course of this
examination agreement was reached on a number of basic principles as follows:

Insert Section A of L/2002.

The Council proposes that Ministers be asked to endorse the principles set
out above.

In addition. ths Workirg Parity endeavoured to elaborate the above principles.
On some topics agreement was reached, or: others there remains disagreement, and
some remzin to be examined in detail. The area of agreement is indicated in each
of the following submissions:

Insert Section B of L/2002.

Item 3. Mezsures for the Expansion of Trade of Developing Countries
as a Means of furthering their Economic Development

A. Action rrogramme

Committee III cf the GATT Trade Expansion Programme has examined these
matters and n2s prepared submissions to Ministers as follows:

Insert paragraphs 7-13 of L/193S
followed oy para. 5 of L/15G9.

"B. Other zction

1. Insert paragraph 14 of L/1989.

2. Certainr suggestions (paragraph 15, L/1989) have been placed beisre
the Committee concerning the granting of preferences on selected products by
industrialized countries to less--developed countrics as a whole and the granting
of preferenczs on selected products by less-developed countries to all other
less-developed courtries. These suggestions h1.ve been examined by the Council,
whose submission is as follows:

Inscrt Council Submission.
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3. In connexion with furthering the development plans of less-
developed countries it has been suggested in Committee III (paragraph 17, L/1989)
that the work of the Committee should be extended, In collaboration with other
interested agencies, particularly the lending agencies, through the adoption of
concerted and systematic studies of trade and aid relationships in individuel
less-developed countries, aimed at obtaining & clear analysis of export potentizl,
market prospects and any further action that nzy be required teo covercome any
difficulties that the studies reveal. The Cowizil has also examined this suggestion
and its submission is as follows:

Insert Submission of Council.

4, It was also suggested in the Committee (paragraph 19, L/1989) that
the authority of GATT in connexion with the work of expanding the trade of less-
developed countries should be extended by the creation of a stronger institutionzl
framework which would more adcquately reflect the concerns and responsibilities of
the CONTRACTING PARTIES in this field. Thus it has been suggested that the pro-
visions of the Agreement might now be extended to make more specific provision
for this important sector of the CONTRACTING PARTIES' work by amending the text
of the General Agreement through the adopticn of = new Article. This suggestion
has been considered by the Council whose recommendation is as follows:

Insert Councll Submission.

C. Tropical products

A special group on trade in tropical products has considered ways of
overcoming difficulties confrcating less-developed countries exporting bananas,
cocoa, coffee, tea, vegetable oilseeds and oils and tropical timber. The dis-
cussions in the Special Group took fully into account the fact that most Ministers
agreed at their ministerial meeting in November 1061 that the proposal put forward
by Nigeria for duty-free entry for tropical products should be given careful
consideration. The recommendztions of the Special Group submitted to Ministers
are set out belcw:

Insert Section A - Generzl Recommendatlons.

and Section B -~ Recommcndations on individuzl
products, 2s set out in Part II of L/2001.

Annex Conclusions on Individual Products reached in
Sub-Group - pages 7-11, L/2001.

/groposals by Individual Contracting Parties

Contracting parties may wish to put forward
conercte proposals directed specifically to
Ttems 1-3 of the provislional agendz as set out
above. On the other hand, contracting parties
may wish to propose additional items for the
agenda,/
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to which wiil be 28dcd certain paragraphs, 1o be
i icsion in Ccuxncil, concirning:

(i) oreferential arrangaacnts (nara.ls)
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v of reloomcnt plans {Laral.l?/138)

(iii) o =rooosal to zicad the Gunoral agrevwient

1/200) (veragraphs 11-24)

Ttem 3: Fronezals by In

locesurcs for the dxnancicn of tihe Trade of Doveloping Countrics as a
i.cans of furtacring ﬁl:lr Zcononic Jovelowion



