RESTRICTED

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON SN oy 1966
TARIFFS AND TRADE Limited Distribution

COUNCIL
24 January 1966

ARRANGEMENTS FCR THE TWENTY-THIRD SESSION OF THE
CONTRACTING FPARTIES

Note by the Director-General

At its last meeting, on 14-15 December, the Council gave preliminary ccnsi-
deration to arrangements for the *“wenty-ithird session of the CONTRACTING PARTIES,
including the date of the session and the 2tems for inclusion in the agenda. The
secretariat was requested to put forward provosals For the conduet of the work of
the session for coensideration at the next Council meeting.

The Council agreed in principle that it should meet pricr to the session to
carry out as much preparatory work as possible on many of the agenda i1tems and
that the twenty-third session should be of shorter duration than had been previously
envisaged. - It is suggested that the meeting of the Council should begin on
7 March, continuing for as lonz as may be necessary to complete its work, and that
the session should be keld from 24 March to 6 April.

A preliminary list of the items for the session agenda is ainexed hereto,
together with brief annotation or the matters involved. It is suggested that the
Counicil at its meeting on 7 March should review these items with a view {0 making
as complete preparations for the session ible. On many items ihe
Council may be able to carry cut the ne gsioms and formulate recon-
mendations to be submitted for formal z by the CCHTRACTING PARTIES. On
some items it may be possible for the Council to do some preparatory. work whicin
will facilitate and shorten the: examination at the sessicn; while a Tew
remalning items will necessarily bhove to be lef* for the consideration of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES. A& more fully annctated agenda will be prepared for the
meeting of the Councal in HMarch.
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It is suggested that at its March n the Council shou ld prepare a report
for the CONTRACTING PARTIES cn the Luslﬂe§s has conducted since the twenty-
second session including in this repert its comments and recommendaticns arising
from its review cf the provisional azencda Tor the twenty-third session.
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ANNEX

FPRELIMINARY AGENDA FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SESSION

1. Tracdce of less-developed countrics

The Committee on Trade and Development will meet at the end of February or
early in March to receive reperis from .ts various sub-groups and expert groups,
and to prepare a report on its work for the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

2. Pellowship programme and technical assistance

The Director-Gencral will report tc the Ccuncil on the commercial policy
training prosramme for officials from dovelopinz countries on the Joint ECA/GATT
training programme for African officials and con cother technical assistance
activities in the past year, ‘

3. Trade ncgotiations {Kcnnedy Round)

The Chairman of the Trade Negotiations Committee will report to the
CONTRACTING PARTIES on develcpments in 1965 and un the outlook for the negotiations.

4. Balance-of-payments import restrictions

The reports by the Committee on Balance-of-Payments Import Restrictions on
consultations carricd out in 1965 were submitted to the Council which has agreed
to recommend their adoption by the CONTRACTING PARTIES. HNo further action is
required by the Council.

5. Import restrictions applied contrary to GATT and not covered by walvers

Procedures for dealing with import restrictions which contracting parties
apply contrary to the provisions of the GATT and without having obtained the
authorization of the COWTRACTING PARTIES were adopted at the seventeenth session
(95/19). The secretariat will provide infeormation on the restrictions concerned.

The Committee on Trade and Development has decided to examine those restric-
tions which are of special interest to lesg-developed countries with a2 view to
calling the attention of the CONTRACTING PARTIES to the continuing cxistence of
this problem.

In the light of the information available the Council might consider what
propesal should be made to the CONTRACTING PARTIES as to the action that should be
taken to deal with this mattcr,
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6. Trade in cotton textiles

As required by Article 8(r >f the Long-Term Arrangement Regarding Inter-
national Trade in Cotten Texti_ss, the Cotton Textiles Committee carried out, in
December 1965, the major review of the Arrongement in the light ¢f its operation
in the preceding years. The Committec will meet again on 15-18 March. The
Committee's report will be available ftor consicderation at the session.

7. The impact of dommodity probloms upon international trade

Under the Resolution adopted on 17 NoanbEﬂ 1950 (58/26 and 7S/42) the
CONTRACTING PARTIES at their annual sessions have revicwed the trends and develop-
ments in international commedity trade. At the last session the Committes on Trade
and Development was requested to carry out this review in relaticn to those com-
modity problems which affeet the trade of less-dsveloped ccuntries and in a plenary
meeting the CONTRACTING PARTIES dlscusecc problems in commcidity trade which were
of particular interest to other contracting parties.

The Committee on Trade and Development has established a working group on
international commedity problems which met in Wovember 1965 and a note on the

discussions has been distributed in COM.TD/C/2.

8. Disposal of ccommodity surpluses

Experience under the Resclution of 4 March 1955 (33/50-51) on the disposal of
surpluses and the liguidaticn of stratezic stocks has been reviewed at recent
sessions of the CONTRACTING PARTILES. A request that contracting parties should
again submit reports of any dispesal cr liquidation arrangements in which they may
have engaged during the past year has been i1ssued in doccument L/2533 and the
statements reccived will be distributed. The Director-General will also distribute
a repcert on action in this field by other intergovernmental agencies.

Q. Customs unions and free-trade areas

The working parties appointed to examine the fellowing conventions in the
light of the rclevant previsions of the GATT have submitted their reperts:

(a) Association between EEC and associated African and Malagasy State
and the association of wverseas territuries (L/2441)

(b)  Arab Common Market (L/2518
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The Working Party appointed to consicer the following item will meet-from
8-11 March:

(¢) New Zealand/Australia Free-Trade Arca

The parties to the following regicnal sirangements are expected teo furnish
information on developments since the twenty-second session:

(d) European Economic Community - Rome Treaty and agreements of association
with Greece and Turkey

{e) European Free-Trade Area - Stockholm Convention and the association
agreament with Finland
(f) Latin American Free Trade Area

(g) Central American Common Market

(h) Central African Esonomic 2nd Customs Unizn

10. United Kingdom/Turkey - Consultation under Article XXITL:2

The Working Party which was appointed at the last session to carry out a
consultation on the application by Turkey of fArticle XXIV:5(a) and Article XXIV:6
in implewenting its apgreament of association with the European Economic Community
has submitted its report in document L/2i€5,

11l. Article XVIII - annual review under paragraph 6

Paragraph 6 of Article XVIII requires the CONTRACTING PARTIES to review
annually the measures applied under Sections ¢ and U of the Article. The annual
reviews at recent sessions were carried cut in plenary meetings.

A background document on the measures aprlied by Ceylon under Section C is
being prepared. No measures are at present being applied under Section D.

12. Consular formalities

At the twenticth session the CONTRACTING PARTIES adopted the report and
approved the recommendations of a panel of experts (11S/59) which had been
appointed to survey the consular formalities still maintained by contracting
parties and t¢ recommerd ways and means of ensuring their simplification and
their elimination in accordance with the recommendations adnpted by the

CONTRACTING PARTIESG in 1952 arnd 1937 (10/7% =nd £3/255. Contracting parties still
regularly retuiriag consular farmalicisos nave oeen invited to submit reports on
their rezsons for maintaining trhese reguirerents and on thelir future policy
(lln,/ L.L7) .
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13. Accession of Yugoslavia

The Working Party on the Accession of Yugoslavie will meet again before the
session and will submit a report.

14, Provisional accession of Switzerland

Under paragraph 1(b) of the Declaration of 22 November 1958 (75/19), the
Government of Switzerland is reguired to furnish an annual report on the measures
maintained consistently with the reservations set out in that paragraph. If so
requested by the CONTRACTING PARTIES, the Government of Switzerland will consult
with them regarding these measures.

15. Relations with Poland

The fourth annuzl review, envisagcd in the Declaration of 9 November 1959,
on relationsbetween contracting parties and Poland (8S/12), is to be carried
out by the working party established by the Council (C/i4/273. '

16. United Kingdom temporary impcrt charges

The Working Party appointed by the Council to consult with the Government of
the United Kingdoin in connexion with the 15 per cent charge on imports wiiich was
imposed. in October 1964 heid a third meeting in June, ard its repori has been
distributed in document L/2446. A secretariat note on the discussions at a fourth
meeting held in Qctober is being cdistributed. The Working Party will resume the
consultation in March and its report will be submitted to the CONTRACTING FPARTIES.

17. Review of walvers

(a) Luxemburg agricultural import restrictions

A report by the Government of Luxemburg has been distributed in
L/2479. . At its last mceting the Council agreed that this revisw should
be carricd out by a working party during the session. The working
party has yet to be appeinted and a time fixed for its meeting.
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(b) Italian special customs treatment for imports of Somalian products

At the last meceting of the Council it was agreed to recommend the
extension of the existing waivor until the end of the twenty-third
session, by which time the Government of Italy would have submitted its
annual report on the development of trade with Somalia and would have
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decided whether to request a further extension of the waiver. The
Decision extending the waiver until the end of the twenty=third session
has been adopted, and the report submitted by the Govermment of Italy,
with a request for a further extension of the waiver subject to certain
amendments, has been issued in document L/2537.

18. Reports under waivers

(a) Australia/Papua, New Guinea (25/18)

(b) .Ceylon Duty Increases (13S/21)

(¢) Italy/Libya (13s/24)

{(d8) Unitecd Kingdom/Article I (2S/20) .

(e) United Kingdom/Overseas Territories (35/21)
{f) United States Import Restrictions (3S/32)

The report of the Government oI Italy under sub-item (c) has been distributed
in L/2508. If a report from the Government of Libya under the same walver and
reports by the governments concerned under the other sub-items are received by
the end of Feobruary, they will be made available to the Council at its meeting iu
Marct..

9. Newly-independent States

Th> recomaendation of 18 November 1960, providing for the reciprocal de facto
application by the GATT vis-&-vis territories which have acquired full autonomy
in the conduct of their external commercial relations, is at present applicable
to Algaria, Congo (Leopoldville), Mali, Singapore and Zambia. The status of
these territoriss requires review.

2'., Status of Protocols

A statement on the Protocols and other instruments which have not yet been
accepted by all contracting parties will be distributed. A number of Protoccls;
some .of them dating from 1955, have not entered into force because they have not
been accepted by one of the contracting parties. The most important of these is
the Protocol Amending Part I and Articles XXIX and XXX. The status of these
Protocols will have to be reviecwed. - '

The Protocol Introducing Part IV on Trade and Development has also not yet
entered into force. The extension of the time-limit for acceptance of ihis
Protocol, as recommended by the Council, has been adopted.
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21l. PFinancial and administrative questions

The Director-General will issue a rcport on the final 1965 budget position
for noting by the CONTRACTING PARTIES.

22, Blection of officers

At the twenty-second session the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES, the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the
Committee on Trade and Development were elccted for one year. The election of
cfficers for the ensuing year will be considered in the first instance at a
meeting of heads of delegations carly in the session.



