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TARIFFS AND TRADE | IR "'-_-I:,:E.mi‘tﬁfij-i)istr:fgl‘mtion

Committee on Industrial Products ,
' INVENTORY OF NON-TARTFF BARRIFRS
Addendum
Standards Inveliving Imports and Domestic Goods

The barriers classified in this part were to be sub-classified as follows:

. .Bage
A, Industrial standards ’ 6
B, Health and safsty standards
' (includes sanitary regulations regard.:.ng o
vegetable produc*bs) .10
C. Weights and measures ' ‘ , o :
~ (See also E. and F,) , o 12
D. Pharmaceutical standards. ' 13
E. Product content. requirements - o 16
F. '~ lebelling ‘and tontainer regulations |
(See also H. and I. for packing and shipping =~ - --
requirements) 17
G. Processing standards
(No items have been placed under this hegding)
‘He Maxking requ:.rements ‘
(Includes origin marking requlrements) . 20

I. Packaging requlrements : ' 21
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General commenbs cppliceble to the whole section or not - clearly conﬂinedsto the
restrlctlonb of & s$ng;ﬁ ccuntry-

%ectlon of :
Eeolai . h tlfylnv ccuntry and ccmment‘
reference ST . -

AUSTRIA : .

Many countries arpl prov1olons, originally introduced in order to
safeguard interests of consumers and for rcasons of public security,
in a protcctionist wey. TRulcs of this kind adapted particularly to the
reéquircments of domestic producers as well asg obligotions to submit im-
ported products to time-consuming tests, restrict frece trade and often
render importetions impossible.

F One country for example admits imports of stecl bottles only when
the raw meterial used for the production of thesc goods and the somi-
manufactured products have been tested by a non-governmental organiza-
tion in this country. As a consequence imported steel bottles are
deprived of their competitiveness in this market since through this
procedure costs for transportation are multiplied. A satisfactory
solution of this problem could be found in admitting quality certifi-
cates issued in the country of origin of the products in question.

H In order to safepuard fair trading conditions meny contracting
partics require labelling and marking of imported products to show their
origin, In some cascs the relcvant provisicns are drafted and applied
in 2 manner which is o hindrance to imports.

CANADA
A Standa;ds for such goods as electrical equipment, gas appliances,
F lunber, fire-fighting cquipment and containers hinder exports in that

approvals for imported goods by national agencies are time consuming
and expcnsive., Problems arise in Europe, United States, Australia and
‘South Africa ... Building codes and standards in - Europe have becen an
impediment to Canadian sales. '

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

A Different and non-standardized homologation reguirements concerning
the construction of motor vehicles applied in many industrialized coun-
tries represent a further obstacle to the cxpansion of trade.

Various complicated and burdensome approving procedures arc being
applied in o number of Europcan countrics in respeet of the admission

of electriccl domestic opplisnces.
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Section of

Spotiis Notifyinz country and comment
referonce . b e

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITIES

, Unilateral or discriminatery cstablishment of technicsl standards,
“iﬁ’particulér'wiin a view to the sccurity and“protcctlon of consumcrs.
There is a growing number of rcgulations of this kind in the various
cortractlng partles- The Communities do not, of course, intend to dis-
pute the fact that the cstablishment oi such standards corresponds to a
legitimate concern .cn the part of cach government concerned; the Come
munitics have found ncvertheless that they zre froguently drawn up in .
reloation to .specific characteristics of domestic produetion. © Where no
such characteristics have yet emerzed, domestic production tends to -
segregote manufncturlng processes, to condition the tastes and habits of
consumers, and thus to partition the world merket. In addition the con-
ditions for apply_n~ thesce measures are difficult to asce%%ain abroad
and frequently give risc to divergent intorpretations. When in doubt
exporters aobstzin, all the morc so because they are rcqu*red ‘to observe
othor and possibly different standards that are in force in their own
country or arc rccommended by 1ntcrnutlonﬁl ins %1tutlons.

B In this context onc moy cite tho °tample cf the hutomobllc safetx
standards which obliged manufacturcrs to make mzjor adjustments in their
products end not only cenfronted them with tremendous technicsl diffi-
“Giilties buf "alSo c¢ommitted thém to“heavy expenditure. Somc manufacturers
wcre so discouraged by.the multlpl ¢ity of roquircments that they gave up

any idea of adgustlng productvont, 1d' thus lost certain outlets.

The Comrunltles w*amavuzst thu:goneral problcem o? technlcul ston-
dards o be cxzm;nwd on a multllwucr basis,

In any cose, the Ccmmunlties requeet a revision of thos standards
that have shown themselves tc be clearly discriminatory against exporters
in particular the following practices:

(For cases scc country scctions)

INDIA

B ggx ofulations - Admittecdly the establishment of reasonable
stanaurds in repnrd to sanifation cnd health is necessary for the well
being of the pconlo, cattle, ete, of the importing country, but it is
found that somectimes these sanitary regulations inhibit importation of

. cortoin products of devcloping countrzes. (Sce, for cxamples, Canada,
Japoan, Switzorland, United States.) :

E In some cases the licensing procedures are operated in such a way
a8 to restrict import of jute fabrics cver = certain width, so as to pro-
vide indirect protection to domestic industry in that line of manufacture,
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NORDIC COUNTEIES

~ There are sovoral examples of safeby rogulations and cther technical
requircmonts heving a restrictive influence on free intdimational trade.
A sotisfactory solution te this problem can only be found through for
instance hermenization of nationnl regulations in this field ond/or
through arrangements for reciprocal opprovel. The Nordic countries are,
however, awere of the difficulties inwvolved in achieving that goal
which would requirc co-cperation with special technical bodies at
nationel ond intermotionsld levels. At the prosent stage the Nordic -
countrics suggest, thercfore, that GATT should deel solely with the
administrative regulations for the exercise of control to ascertain
vhether such technical requirements are being met. Undor national rules
such control is sometimes exercised in a2 most complex manner which is
time consuning and costly for the producer in the foreign country.

The Nordic countrics would be prepared after the general discussion
of these gquestions in GATT to submit concrete examples of these types of
non-tariff barriecrs,

4 large number of countrics require that certain or, morely rarely,
2ll goods shall be marked with the name of the country of origin, somo-
times supplenmented by specified rules as to how such marking shall be
mede.  Somc countrics require, in addition to indication of country of
origin, markings for purposcs other than mere information about country
of origin. Pursuant to Article IX of the GATT Convention, the
CONTRACTING PARTIES cdopted a Resolution, dated 21 November 1958,
designed to linit ond simplify the requirements relating to origin
narking. The Nordic countries wish to achicve a further strengthening
of the said Convention and that clso the question of other forms of
norking be taken up for discussion in GATT. They find that requircments
o8 to marking have highly restrictive effects on intermational trade
end that they should therefore in most cases be abolished or et least
simplifiecd,

PORTUGAL

Certificates of amalysis recuired. Tho requirement - at timecs
apparently unjustificd - of certificates of analysis, quality, ete.

‘repreosents a sorious obstacle to the trade of cortain goeds.

In addition to the certificates issued by the competent authoritiecs
of the cxporting countries quite often certificates from the authoritics
of the importing country are required, thoreby cccasioning dolays and
risks to trade,
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: PORI’UGAL (f'cnt 1d)

Ree,onﬁly the Italian authorities have begun to reqﬁre in whg.t
seems to bo a discriminatory manner, phytosanitery certif:a.catcs for the
1mportatz.on of pineapples i‘rom certain countries. _

: Another characteristic instance is represented by the analys:x.q of
wines which in certain.cases is compulsory, oven when the respective
specifications. have already been certified by the author:nt:.es o.f.‘ the

ﬁ”coun"bry of origin. , _ ,

‘Internal rogulations. In certain countmes there are complex and
imprec:s.se internal rYegulations, vhich in ..actua.l practice render the J.m-
portation of certain goods impossible. S :

B

D In"a number of Europecn countries, not...blj in Fronee, the formalities-’
and requirements in respect of ‘the sale of forclgn-made pharmaceutical
speeialities prac%a.chy provent their importation.

UNITED KINGDOM

Tho United Kingdom has included in the list difforences betwoen the
standards, safoty and health regulations of one country and another only
whore it appears that their operation’ discrimnates against imported
goods. .

UNITE'D STATES

B ' The epplication of stondards and regulatmns concerning health,
-+ sunitation and safety varies widely from country to country, as does the
degrre of trade vestrictive offect. The United States has listed only
a fow such regulations vhich are clearly spplied in an unnecesscrily:
rostrictive or discriminatory manner or are intended to be protectivée of
domestic industry.
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