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Communication from the United States

The United States Trade Representative has requested that the following
communicaticn, sent to the Permanent Delegation of the European Communities on
9 January 1281, be brought to the attention of Signatories.

I have been instructed by my authorities to request, pursuant to Article 12:1
of the Agreement on Interpretation and Application of Articles VI, XVI, and XXIII
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, consultations with the Commigsion
of the European Communities concerning certain export subsidy programmes maintained
by Greece. In this regard, the United States has identified at least three export
subsidy programmes currently maintained by Greece that we believe are inconsistent
with the provisions of the Agreement, and thereby comstitute a violatvion of the
obligations of the Communities. These three programmes are:

Ac A rebate of social security taxes in contravention of Item (E)
of the illustrative list.

B. A rebate of twrnover tax in contravention of Item (H) of the
illustwmtive Liste

C. An interest robate, Implewented by currency committee decisiom 1574/7D,
in somtravention of Item €A) of the iliustrative list.

It should be emphasizerd that thuse thrae export subsidy programoes are those:
that we have identified to dutp.~ We have reagen to believe that there may be -
others. If we do identify other Greek export subsicdy programmes prior tu the
requested consultatioms, we will infere you of these programmes at once nince we
would naturally wish alse $o dnelude a2 congideration of such programmes in the
‘consuitations.

In accordence with Article 1233 »f the Agreement, we hope that yo: couly enter
into these consultations as quitkly us possible in order that we might arrive at a
mutually @#cceptable solution to ¢his matter on an expeditious basis.



