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Article 15.8 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade provides,
inter alia, that "the Committee shall review annually the implementation and
operation of this Agreement taking into account the objectives thereof".

The Committee completed the first annual review at its meeting of
4-5 February 1981 on the basis of document TBT/W/16/Rev.1. Additional information
supplied by signatories in the course of that meeting or directly to the
secretariat is included in the present document.

The contents of the paper are as follows:
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1. COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

Chairman:

Vice-Chairman:

Signatories
.1

Argentina
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
Chile
Denmark
European Economic Community
Finland
France
German+, Federal Republic of
Greece
Hurngary
Ireland
Italy
Japan

Observers2

1. Governments:

Mr. D. Newkirk (United States) until February 1981
Mr. S. Tamura (Japan) from February 1981
Mr. A. Bryden (France) until February 1981
Mr. F. Furulyas (Hungary) from February 1981

Korea, Republic of
Luxembourg I
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Philippines
Romania
Singapore
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Tunisia
United Kingdom

Hong Kong
United States
Yugoslavial

Austra lia
Bangladesh
Bulgaria
Colombia
Cuba
Czechoslovakia
Ecuador
Egypt
Gabon
Ghana

India
Indonesia
Israel
Ivory Coast
Malaysia
Malta
Mexico
Nigeria
Pakistan
Peru

Poland
Portugal
Sri Lanka
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
Zaire

2. International Organizations:

IMF, UNCTAD, ISO, IEC, FAO/WHO Codex ALimentarius Commission.

1Signed (acceptance pending)
2For procedures relating to the participation of observers, see

TBT/M/2, paragraphs 4 and 5 and Annex.
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2. IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION

2.1 GENERAL

Legislative, regulatory and administrative action taken as a result of
the negotiation of the Agreement or currently in existence to ensure that
the provisions of the Agreement are applied. If the Agreement itself has
been incorporated into domestic law, how this has been done. In other
cases, content of the relevant laws, regulations, administrative orders, etc.

Argentina

The Argentine Republic has already advised that it will provisionally
apply the Agreement pending legislative ratification. The final stages of
legislative procedures are already under way. Meanwhile, Argentina is
applying the Agreement on a provisional basis.

A study is being made to try to harmonize the publication and consul-
tation procedures for standards, as provided for in the Agreement.
Information will be supplied once this is finalized.

The main standardization bodies in Argentina are, inter aLia,
Department of State for Agriculture and Livestock, Department of State for
Public Health, Department of State for Industrial Development, National
Meat Board, National Grains Board, National Institute for Industrial
Technology (INTI) and National Institute for AgriculturaL Technology
CINTA).

Secretarfa de Estado de Comercio y Negociaciones Economicas
Internacionales - Direccion Nacional de Negociaciones Econ6micas
MuLtilaterales (Department of State for Trade and International Economic
Negotiations - National Directorate for Multilateral Economic Negotiations)
as co-ordinating entity, will take the necessary action to ensure implemen-
tation of the Agreement, with the support of the relevant law for implemen-
tation of the Code.

In general, specifications are all of a federal character and the
provinces do not usually establish their own specifications. Therefore, no
conflicts develop in respect of items entering into international trade.

Austria

The Agreement was ratified by Austria on 28 May 1980. No specific
legislation is required for Austria to implement the Agreement. The text of
the Agreement has been published in the "Federal Law Gazette" No. 325/1980;
through this publication the competent ministries, agencies and institutions
have been informed of its content.
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The Agreement has now been approved by both chambers of the Austrian
Parliament and has the effect of a national law.

The existing Legislation is not in contradiction with the obligations
Austria assumes under this Agreement. The Standards Act of 1971 (Federal
Law Gazette No. 240) constitutes the main legal source for standards in
Austria (a copy of this Act was circulated in document TBT/1/Add.17).

The following ministries, agencies and institutions will have functions
under the Agreement:

(1) Technical regulations and standardization policies:

Bundesministerium fur Bauten und Technik
(Federal Ministry for Construction and Engineering)
Stubenring 1

A-1010 Wien

(2) Austrian standards:

6sterreichisches Normungsinstitut
(Austrian Standards Institute)
Leopoldsgasse 4

A-1021 Wien

(3) Technical regulations for agricultural and forestry products and
machines:

Bundesministerium fuCr Land- und Forstwirtschaft
(Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry)
Stubenring 1-3

A-1010 Wien

(4) Health and sanitary and alimentation technical regulations:

Bundesministerium fur Gesundheit und Umweltschutz
(Federal Ministry for Health and Environmental Protection)
Stubenring 1

A-1010 Wien

For specific areas, technical regulations are also issued by other
ministries.
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Belgium

The procedure for Parliamentary approval of the Agreement on Technical
Barriers to Trade was commenced as soon as the Agreement had been signed,
and is expected to be completed in the near future. The Agreement has
however, been applied 'de facto' in Belgium since 1 January 1980, as in all
other EEC member States. The Agreement has been ratified by a Commission
of the Senate. The Belgian Government is fully committed towards other
signatories under the Agreement and this applies also to each and every
government agency. The only difference with a situation of full acceptance
is that the Belgian Government is not responsible towards individual Belgian
citizens for any action taken under the Agreement, but this was not likely
to give rise to any difficulties as only government agencies were involved
in the implementation.

The Legislative Order of 20 September 1945 has no need to be updated to
cover the Agreement's provisions. An administrative circular has been issued
in relation to the implementation of the Agreement and this may at a future
date be transformed into a Royal Decree.

With respect to standards

The Legistative Order of 20 September 1945 is the LegaL basis of
standardization policy in Belgium; it defines the field of action of
standardization and the competence in this respect of a national body, the
"Institut BeLge de Normalisation" (IBN). The procedures of this Institute
are perfectly adapted to putting into effect the Code's provisions.

With respect to technical regulations and certification systems

Technical regulations and certification systems are at present under
the responsibility of several administrations and bodies. A study has been
undertaken with a view to harmonizing the procedure of publication and
consultation with that established for standards.

Brazil

The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade signed by Brazil on
28 December 1979 entered into force for BraziL on 1 January 1980 in
accordance with Article 15.6.

A major step as regards the development of industrial standardization
and quality certification in Brazil has been the establishment of the
National System of Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality -
SINMETRO - by Law 5.966 of 11 December 1973. The System is composed of two
branches, for normative and executive functions respectively.
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Its main entity and normative branch is the National Council for
Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality - CONMETRO - which operates
through a Plenary and a nuWer of Sectorial Chambers, besides its Secretariat.
The Plenary includes representatives of sixteen Ministries, the National
Confederation of Industry, the National Confederation of Trade, a National
Institute of Standardization, a National Institute of Industrial Quality,
and a representative of the consumers. As of date, CONMETRO has established
five Sectorial Chambers: for Chemistry and Food Products, for Metal-
Mechanics and Transportation, for Electro-Electronics and Energy, for Civil
Engineering and Transportation, and for the Agro-industry.

The Council's responsibility includes, inter aLia, (a) to formulate,
co-ordinate and supervise policy on industrial standardization and certifi-
cation of quality of industrial products; (b) to promote voluntary
standardization activities; (c) to establish standards for industrial
materials and products; (d) to establish criteria and procedures for
certification of quality; and (e) to co-ordinate participation in
international activities.

Executive functions within the System are the responsibility of the
National Institute of Metrology, Standardization and Industrial Quality -
INMETRO - which operates through a number of committees in charge of co-
ordination of standardization activities in specific product sectors.
INMETRO may request, on a case-by-case basis, authorization from CONMETRO to
accredit public or private entities for carrying out activities within its
area of competence.

This System's activities in the field of industrial standardization
were initiated officially in 1976 and are progressing steadily. Also,
studies started in 1978 for ultimately establishing a certification of
conformity with standards and technical specifications.

TBT Agreement-related activities in the agricultural and livestock
sectors are the responsibility of the National Secretariat for Agricultural
and Livestock Protection - SNAD - which operates through two branches: the
Secretariat for Inspection of Animal Products and the Secretariat for
Inspection of Vegetable Products. SNAD's responsibilities include, inter
alia, standardization and classification of agricultural and livestockF
products, including those destined for human consumption, as laid out in
Decree 69.502 of 5 November 1971: standardization of beverages (Law 5.823
of 1972) and standardization of vegetable products and by-products
(Decree 82.110 of 1978).

Standardization activities are carried out by SNAD through a number of
Chambers, with active participation of the private sector concerned.

Standardization activities on the part of State authorities in the
agricultural and livestock sector are very limited. In any case, even if
these activities are not yet covered by the Code, any noncompliance with
the objectives of the Code is unlikely in practice, because standards are
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Norway

Notice regarding draft governmental technical regulations or standards
will be published in "Standardisering" which is the publication of the
Norwegian Standards Association. A more elaborate note will be submitted
to GATT under the notification procedure.

When the regulations have been finalized and accepted, they are
published in the Norwegian Law Gazette in their entirety. A short notice
will also be published in "Standardisering".

Technical regulations and standards issued by local and regional
authorities, will be dealt with in the same manner as far as the Agreement
is applicable.

Notice regarding standards issued by non-governmental organizations
will be published in "Standardisering", both at the draft stage and as
accepted.

The Norwegian Standards Association (NSF), the enquiry point in Norway,
issues yearly a catalogue listing Norwegian technical regulations, related
to the distribution and use of industrial and commercial products in
Norway. The titles of the regulations are given in both Norwegian and
English versions. The information contained in the catalogue is also
available from the data base of the NSF. The NSF will, upon request, submit
a copy of the catalogue to interested delegations.

The catalogue does not contain regulations concerning food control.
Regulations in this field are published in a separate catalogue which will
be available from the Board of Food Control, Ministry of Social Affairs,
P.O. Box 8128, Dep., Oslo 1.

NSF issues yearly a catalogue of Norwegian standards.

The Norwegian IEC member body, Norsk Elektroteknisk Komit&, issues a
corresponding catalogue of Norwegian electrotechnical norms.
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Singapore

The regulatory authorities publish notices of proposed regulations or
rules of certification in the Singapore Government Gazette and foreigners
can purchase copies of this quite easily. Press releases to the public
through the local newspapers are also used.

Prior to a standard being endorsed, notice of the. period for public
comments is published in the press. Advance notice of enforcement of
government regulations relating to electrical safety of specific products
is published in the press. Regulations adopted are notified in the
Government Gazette. The effective date of operation of legislation relating
to the enforcement of regulations on processed foods is notified in the
Government Gazette. The intention to introduce the legislation is published
in the press well in advance of the effective date of operations Any new
legislation adopted on enforcement of regulations relating to fish, meat,
fruits and vegetables is notified in the Gazette and the public is informed
through the press in advance.

Sweden

Notices concerning proposed technical regulations or standards which
may have a significant effect on trade and proposals to introduce certi-
fication systems will be published in the periodical "Standard", issued
by the Swedish Standards Institution and available on subscription from
national standards bodies or directly from SIS, Box 3295, S-103 66 Stockholm.

Once adopted technical regulations and certification systems are
published in the code of regulations issued by the relevant body. 'National
Standards are published by the Swedish Standards Institution and other
standards by the relevant body.
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9. TESTING PROCEDURES AND ACCEPTANCE
OF TEST RESULTS

Chile

As regards the certification system established by Decree Law No. 2699,
published in the Official Gazette of 5 July 1979, and its implementing
regulations adopted by Supreme Decree No. 209 of 14 April 1980, published in
the Official Gazette of 6 May 1980, the system is characterized by
simplicity in its application, since the Law provides that a physical or
juridical person that wishes to engage in activities for certification of
the quality of export products may enroll in a Register kept by the
Ministry of Economy - which constitutes sufficient authorization to operate.
The public sector may carry out the same activities if those concerned so
request.

It should also be noted that INN has adopted a system for qualifying
physical or juridical persons to carry out quality certification operations
which comply with ISO rules.

New Zealand

The Testing Laboratory Registration Council of New Zealand operating
under the Testing Laboratory Registration Act of 1972 provides for testing
laboratories of assessed competence to endorse their test reports in the
name of the Council. Such endorsed reports have enjoyed wide acceptance in
Australia through the informal mutual recognition of the New Zealand and
Australian testing Laboratory accreditation programmes.

To widen and strengthen the mutual acceptance of test results by New
Zealand and Australian authorities a formal agreement between TELARC (Testing
Laboratory Registration Council of New Zealand) and NATA (National
Association of Testing Authorities, Australia) has been concluded which takes
effect on 1 January 1982. The provisions of this agreement, inter alia,
are:

"1. Recognize the accreditation of a testing laboratory by the other
organization as being equivalent to an accreditation by its own
organization except where it shall be mutually agreed that such
equivalence does not exist.

"2. Accept for its own purposes, endorsed test reports issued by a
Laboratory accredited by the other organization on the same basis as it
accepts endorsed test reports from its own accredited laboratories.
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New ZeaLand (cont'd)

"3. Recommend to other organizations and persons in Australia, in
New Zealand, and elsewhere that they recognize the accreditation granted
by both organizations to laboratories as equivalent and that they accept
endorsed test reports issued under either accreditation programme.

"4. Maintain records of the terms of registration of laboratories
accredited by each organization and make this information generally
available when requested.

"5. Collaborate in the development and adoption of criteria for
accreditation of testing laboratories to ensure that harmony between the
two accreditation systems is maintained.

"6. Collaborate in the development and adoption of laboratory
examination methods and in particular; where practicable, co-operate in
the conduct of proficiency testing programmes.

"7. Co-operate in promoting the development and adoption of laboratory
accreditation principles internationally and in the development of
international standards relating to laboratory accreditation."

The acceptance of TELARC endorsed test reports by authorities in
countries other than Australia is confined to particular instances each being
separately negotiated.

TELARC has resolved to accept for its own purposes test reports issued
by laboratories operating under the accreditation of the Danish National
Testing Board and the British Calibration Service.

The Council is desirous of entering into mutual recognition agreements
with the testing laboratory accreditation agencies of other countries in
order to foster the mutual acceptance of test data.

Norway

Norwegian participation and activity in this field is explained in
documents TBT/W/30 and Corr.1 and Corr.2. There is nothing to be added to
the explanation given in these documents.
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Sweden

1. In 1974 the Swedish Parliament laid down that all safety testing demanded
by the national authorities - officiaL testing - is to be carried out by
National Testing Agencies onLy_. 1XTqeCentre for Testing, which is a part of
the National Testing Institute, is responsible for the organization of
official testing carried out in Sweden and has ultimate responsibility for
ensuring that the National Testing Agencies operate in an expert and impartial
way. According to this system the following bodies have been appointed to
carry out official testing in Sweden: the Swedish Motor Vehicle Inspection
Company carries out the periodical motor vehicle inspection and has also the
responsibility for registration inspection, trailer coupling inspection and
suitability inspection. The Swedish Plant Inspectorate is responsible for all
statutory inspection of pressure vessels and lifting devices. Swedish
Institute for Testing and Approval of Electrical Equipment (SEMKO) is the
National Testing Agency for testing of electrical equipment designed for use
in homes, offices, shops, schools and assembly rooms. The National Machinery
Institute acts as the NationaL Testing Agency for mechanical excavators,
tractor diggers and track cabs. The National Testing Institute itself acts as
a National Testing Agency for, inter alia, wooden material, dangerous goods,
heating equipment, gold, silver and platinum articles and volume/mass measure-
ment equipment. The Central Laboratory of the National Corporation of Swedish
Pharmacies carries out the official testing of contraceptives. The Swedish
Road Safety Office is responsible for testing of inertia brakes for trailers.

2.1 On an international level various Swedish competent authorities and
testing bodies participate in international schemes for mutual recognition of
test results and inspections established by the European Free Trade Association
(EFTA) in the following product areas: pressure vessels (National Board of
Occupational Safety and Health, the Swedish Plant Inspectorate, the National
Testing Institute, Bureau Veritas and Lloyds Register of Shipping); ship's
equipment (National Board of Shipping and Navigation); gas appliances
(Swedish Gas Association and the National Testing Institute); agricultural
machines and tractors (National Board of Occupational Safety and Health and
Swedish Road Safety Office); heating equipment (the National Testing
Institute). Sweden is also a participant to the Convention on Control and
Marking of Articles of Precious Metals (where the NationaL Testing Institute
is the competent authority) and the Convention for Mutual Recognition of
Inspections in respect of the manufacture of pharmaceutical products (the
National Board of Health and Welfare).

2.2 In the electrotechnical field SEMKO participates in extensive inter-
national co-operation with the aim to facilitate national approval by making
use of tests made in other countries, e.g. in the International Commission
for Conformity Certification of Electric Equipment (CEE), the CB-System, the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the European Committee
for Electrotechnical Standardization (CENELEC). Within the Nordic area there
is extensive testing co-operation between Denmark, Norway and Sweden. The so-
called Copenhagen procedures also give non-Nordic manufacturers access to the
Nordic systems. About 25 per cent of the matters handled by SEMKO fall within
the scope of these various international agreements.


