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The scientific evidence of climate change attributable to human activities and its impact on the environment has never been more compelling.  Similarly, the need for concerted action has never been more urgent.  The international community is resolved to act and a crucial dialogue is now underway in many fora on what actions can be taken and what are the most effective ways to mitigate the impacts of climate change.

Most recently, more than 80 heads of state or government attended the UN Secretary-General's High-Level Event in New York and expressed strong political will to tackle the challenge of climate change through concerted action.  The Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) will be issued in November providing the most up-to-date assessment of the current state of knowledge on climate change.  Thereafter, the momentum on climate change will be further carried forward to the December meeting in Bali of parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.


Trade is one of the enabling factors that come into play in the complex process of climate change mitigation.  Within the multilateral trading system, the core functions of the WTO – e.g., development and administration of global trade rules and provision of a negotiating forum for further liberalization – have an important place in the trade and climate change debate.  As well, among the range of options being contemplated by policymakers in the effort on climate change are some that have been debated from the perspective of the rules-based multilateral trading system.


This session will provide opportunity for information-sharing on the abovementioned processes and for dialogue on links between trade and climate change and the potential role of WTO in supporting climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts.
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