Meetings and Consultations since February 2001*
as at 1 August

Preparations for the Fourth Session of the Ministerial Conference

Informal meetings of the General Council:
15
(77 hours)

Informal open-ended consultations:

12
(35 hours)

Small group consultations:


23
(35 hours)

Total:





50
(147 hours)

Implementation Review Mechanism

Formal General Council Special Sessions:
 2
(12 hours)

Informal meetings of the General Council:
 2
(6 hours)

Informal open-ended consultations:

 4
(10 hours)

Small group consultations:


25
(38 hours)

Total:





33
(66 hours)

Grand total:




83
(213 hours)

Point of comparison:  In the period 1990-94, the GATT Council held on average 8 meetings per year, for an approximate total of 50 hours each year.  The most active year in this period was 1993, when the Council met on 8 occasions, representing some 60 hours of meetings. 

* The General Council Chairman, in cooperation with the Director-General and his Deputies, undertook these activities since February 2001, when the General Council accepted the offer by Qatar to host the Fourth Ministerial Conference and at the same time provided them with a mandate to begin consultations on organizational and substantive matters related to that Conference.  The present Chairman, Stuart Harbinson, also took up his functions as Chairman in February 2001.





