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SEMINAR ON TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON CUSTOMS VALUATION

Wednesday, 6 November 2002 

Session II:  Defining/developing capacity-building in the area of customs valuation

Talking Points for Mr. Serafino Marchese


The Agreement on Customs Valuation, whilst addressing specific problems related to the value of imports for the purposes of customs clearance, is only one instrument in the context of a wider objective of customs reform and modernization.


Whereas no overall programme for customs modernization is necessarily required for the implementation of the Agreement on Customs Valuation, the benefits for the trading community is much higher if such implementation is done within a broader customs reform framework.

For some years now, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) has been providing various forms of support in implementing the Agreement on Customs Valuation – designing specific modules for training in the national programmes, and organizing internships, workshops and short international seminars. 

The WTO Secretariat for its part has carried out a number of short-term activities to help incorporate the Agreement into the countries' domestic legislation and raise awareness of its provisions.

Both the Bank and the WTO Secretariat believe that the time has come to take further steps in the process of supporting countries in the area of customs valuation and that this will lead to better and less costly control procedures. This would in turn contribute to a process of trade facilitation.

The two institutions signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Trade-Related Technical Cooperation and Capacity Building earlier this year and, as a result, their respective technical divisions designed and jointly implemented a pilot project which was carried out with the Guatemalan Customs Authority.

The aim was to tackle the issue from a broad and comprehensive perspective, considering the different customs-related areas and factors involved in dealing with valuation problems. 

The Guatemalan experiment was designed to provide support in the practical application of the Agreement.  The project included the following components:

· Studying the theoretical aspects of the Agreement;
· Giving practical courses on situations that may arise in applying the Agreement.  The courses were for pre-selected multidisciplinary teams (customs, revenue and private sector) and included the study of declarations and company auditing;

· Proposing modifications to the organizational structure of Customs services;

· Determining the profiles of officials working in this sphere;

· Drawing up a manual of inspection procedures and the required documentation;

· Making recommendations for the planning of inspection work and the use of risk analysis in this type of activity.

Now that the methodology has been tested through the Guatemala pilot project, the Bank and the WTO have agreed on a programme for implementing this project in a group of countries, at their own request, over the coming year.  This new project is financed by the IDB's Portuguese advisory fund and includes a new performance evaluation component, which will be applied within a reasonable period of time after the project has been carried out.

The two multilateral organizations believe that this methodology offers more effective tools for addressing customs valuation and achieving its acceptance as a means of enhancing the efficiency of control procedures implemented by these institutions.

This is one of the first concrete results achieved through the strategic alliance between the IDB and the WTO, which could be reproduced in other regions of the developing world.

Thank you.
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