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As you know, Zambia was privileged to host the High Level resource mobilization Conference on the North-South Corridor and concurrently, the regional aid for trade review from 6 to 7 April 2009. The North South Corridor is a joint pilot Aid for Trade initiative of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the East African Community (EAC) emanating from the October 2008 Tripartite Summit.

The North South Corridor joint Pilot Project,  cuts across Botswana, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  

This Project has been designed, based on a holistic, integrated and sequential approach to cover infrastructure development relating to roads, Railway, border facilities and procedures, Weight bridges and energy, among others.  The objective of this project is to reduce the time and hence the cost of moving goods within and beyond the region in order to enhance competitiveness. 

The Conference brought together, presidents from Zambia, Kenya, South Africa and Uganda. A wide array of representatives from the private sector, public sector organisations, regional bodies, international organisations as well as our bilateral and multilateral cooperating partners were also in attendance.

The Conference resulted in total pledges amounting to over US$ 1.3 billion and an additional US$1.5 billion was secured from the Development Bank of Southern Africa.

As a region, we look forward to the successful implementation of this project.

