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Communication from the Chairman of the Appellate Body to

the Chair of the Dispute Settlement Body


The following communication, dated 25 January 2005, from the Chairman of the Appellate Body to the Chair of the Dispute Settlement Body, is circulated to Members together with the Appellate Body Annual Report for 2004.

_______________


It is my honour to present to you a copy of the Appellate Body Annual Report for 2004.  The Annual Report will be circulated today to Members of the World Trade Organization as document WT/AB/3 in the three official languages of the organization.  It will also be posted on the WTO website.


The structure of the Annual Report for 2004 is similar to that of the Annual Report for 2003.  It contains information about changes in the composition of the Appellate Body, appeals filed, Appellate Body Reports circulated, WTO Members that participated in appeals, amendments to the Working Procedures for Appellate Review, technical assistance, and other developments.  


We have made a few improvements, some of which are in response to the very useful comments that we received in relation to the Annual Report for 2003.  For example, the Annual Report for 2004 provides more detailed information about "other" appeals filed pursuant to Rule 23 of the Working Procedures for Appellate Review and about the participation of third participants in appeals by indicating the specific paragraph of Rule 24 invoked by each third participant.  In addition, we have added information on the percentage of panel reports appealed.  Furthermore, the Annual Report for 2004 summarizes the procedural issues raised in appeals conducted during 2004 and provides historical information on appeals of panels established pursuant to Article 21.5 of the DSU.


We trust that the information included in the Annual Reports will be useful to WTO Members in their activities related to dispute settlement.

__________


