Workshop for the ITA Committee Participants to meet the Representative 

from Global ICT Industry Associations

Opening Remarks by Mr. Martin Pospíšil, Chairman of the ITA Committee

Good Morning, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Colleagues, 

On behalf of the ITA Committee I would like to welcome you to this Workshop which has been initiated by me, Chairman of the ITA Committee, as an opportunity for the ITA Participants to meet Representatives from Global ICT Industry Associations from the ITA participating countries and economies. This event is taking place outside the context of the Committee and this is also why, after my opening remarks, I will pass the gavel to Mr. Mark MacGann to chair the meeting.

Where to start? More than 10 years ago, during the First WTO Ministerial Conference held in Singapore in December 1996, 29 countries and economies adopted the Ministerial Declaration on Trade in Information Technology Products to establish the Information Technology Agreement (ITA).  

Later on, in April 1997, the condition for the ITA agreement to enter into force was met when ninety per cent of total world trade in information technology (IT) products was covered with the participation of an additional 11 countries and economies. Let me make here a side-remark: as you can see, this year it the 10th anniversary of the ITA. This fact will not pass unnoticed in the WTO. Indeed, we will organize a two-day Symposium at the end of March. I hope I will have the pleasure to see again at least some of you on that occasion.

Since its entry into force, the ITA has marked a great success and the international trade in IT products has been consistently expanding. Today, the ITA exports accounts for an impressive figure of more than 14 per cent of world exports which exceeds that of agricultural products. 

Over the time, the number of ITA participants has increased to 69, out of which 35 are developing countries and economies. Together, these 69 ITA participants represent approximately 97 per cent of world trade in IT products. 

The ITA Committee always wants to keep abreast of developments in the IT industry so as to enable it to continue its work on a variety of subjects. In this spirit, I am very grateful to Global ICT Industry Associations for their initiatives in this regard. 

It may be recalled that in December 2005, during the Sixth WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong, China, the WTO Members have already received a message from the Global ICT/Electronics Industry, signed by 12 IT industry associations, who represented a wide range of Participants, both developed and developing ones.

In the same spirit, on 26 October 2006, I received a joint request from EICTA, Consumer Electronics Association, Information Technology Industry Council and JEITA, for a dialog with the Participants of the ITA Committee. In response to this joint request, the ITA Committee agreed during its meeting last October that the Chairman would initiate outside the context of the Committee a Workshop, which made today's meeting possible. In that respect, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the Participants of the ITA Committee for their kind support and understanding.   

In addition, I would also like to express my appreciation to Mr. Mark MacGann, Director General of EICTA and his staff for their co-operation and assistance in contacting some other associations, including those in the developing world, not only these co-sponsors of the Hong Kong Global Message, but also for other countries and economies. It is my strong and firm belief that only with a broad representation, this workshop could reach it objective and to increase the transparency, awareness and positive impact in promoting the original objective of the ITA. I hope that we could also provide a new imputes to the re- launching of the Doha Round of trade negotiations in the area of NAMA.

... 

...
...

Please note that the Workshop will continue in the afternoon for products demonstration which will take place in Room C. I am sure all of you will come to that part of this workshop.

... 
With those brief opening introductory remarks and practicalities, I would like to welcome you once again to this Workshop and hope you will have a fruitful and thought provoking day today. I will now reintroduce to you Mr. Mark MacGann, Director General of EICTA for him to add a second welcome and to continue to chair the Workshop. 
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