
 
 

IFPS FOCUSES ON INDUSTRY SOLUTIONS 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
April 30th, 2007 – Seven months into incorporation, the IFPS is focused on solutions for the international 
produce industry in areas which affect product identification, movement and safety.   
 
On April 16th & 17th the IFPS met in the UK to examine key areas including industry standardized PLUs, 
the rapidly evolving GS1 DataBar (RSS-14), global guidelines for traceability and harmonization of GAPs.  
In addition to IFPS members, guests included Greg Rowe, GS1 Interim GS1 DataBar (RSS) Program 
Manager and Tim Watkins, Marketing Manager, Sinclair UK.  Both gentlemen were on hand to provide 
information during discussions of the DataBar.  “This is a critical time in the evolution and implementation 
of GS1 DataBar,” said Rowe.  “Discussions with the IFPS, as a body representing many stakeholders in 
DataBar, are a tremendous help in GS1 outreach to industry.”    After significant focus on DataBar and its 
role in produce identification, the IFPS Board agreed on a path forward which enables solutions which are 
standardized but have flexibility to meet all country-specific needs. 
 
In addition to DataBar discussions, the IFPS examined means to expand the existing range of numbers 
open for PLU assignment.  Since the IFPS PLUs have wide-spread international implementation, and are 
the agreed-to human readable number on a DataBar sticker, the IFPS built on recommendations from the 
North American based PEIB (Produce Electronic Identification Board) on the means for expansion.  As 
with other issues, IFPS members will now begin consultation on expansion within the seven countries 
represented within the IFPS membership. 
 
Traceability is another success story for the IFPS.  Even before incorporation, those involved in the IFPS 
had begun consideration of the CPMA/PMA Fresh Produce Traceability Guide to Implementation as the 
basis for a global guideline for industry.  With this meeting, the path forward was determined with the 
endorsement of the Guide.  The IFPS will now approach the standards body, GS1, to expand efforts. 
 
GAP harmonization, an issue at the forefront of IFPS efforts, was also on the agenda.  “On behalf of our 
members, the FPC devotes a tremendous amount of effort to solutions which permit the smooth flow of 
products across borders and throughout supply chains,” noted Douglas Pattie, Fresh Produce Consortium 
and one of the founding IFPS members.  “GAP is an area where harmonization amongst accepted 
requirements is crucial to maintain that flow, so we strongly support the efforts within the IFPS to bring the 
international industry closer to acceptable solutions for all.” During the meeting, members identified steps 
in this process including the starting point which is consideration of a report on this subject in 
development within Canadian industry. 
 
“The first steps for an organization such as the IFPS are important ones and must demonstrate relevancy 
to members,” noted Jane Proctor, CPMA and IFPS Chair.  “With the conclusion of our meeting we have 
begun steps to fulfil our mission on many important issues and with the support of our members, and 
expansion in the future, the entire industry will benefit from our efforts.” 
 
Contacts:  Please see the enclosed sheet for the contact in your area. 
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IFPS Contacts: 

 
Australia 
Richard Bennett 
Horticulture Australia Ltd. 
Tel:  +61 3 5825 3753 
Email:  richard.bennett@horticulture.com.au
 
Canada 
Jane Proctor 
Canadian Produce Marketing Association 
Tel:  (+1) 613-226-4187  ext 212 
Email:  jproctor@cpma.ca
 
Chile
Ronald Bown 
Asociacion de Exportadores de Chile 
Tel:  +56 2 472-4700 Ext. 4711 
Email:  rbown@asoex.cl 
(In the U.S.) Tom Tjerandsen 
Tel:  (+1) 916-927-1217 
Email:  ttjerandsen@cffausa.org
 
New Zealand 
Stuart Johnston 
United Fresh NZ 
Tel:  +64 (9)  5736513 
Email:  stuart.johnston@progressive.co.nz
 
Norway 
Oddmund Ostebo 
Norges Frukt-og Gronnsaksgrossisters Forbund 
Tel:  +47 23 37 77 60 
Email:  fgsfrukt@frisurf.no
 
United Kingdom 
Douglas Pattie 
Fresh Produce Consortium 
Tel:  +44 (0) 1733 237117  
Email:  douglas@freshproduce.org.uk
 
United States 
Alicia Calhoun 
Produce Marketing Association 
Tel: (+1) 302-738-7100 
Email:  acalhoun@pma.com
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