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Background


This workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2007.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund.  Officials who are responsible for the implementation of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (the TBT Agreement) from Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen have been invited.

Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The workshop will aim at updating participants on current issues in the TBT Committee, with the view of promoting a more effective participation of the Region in its work.  Participants from the invited countries will be expected to contribute directly to the Workshop, in particular on issues related to (i) specific trade concerns affecting products of export interest that may be relevant to the TBT Agreement; (ii) standardization and conformity assessment activities; and, (iii) the implementation and operation of the Agreement's transparency provisions (i.e., notifications and enquiry points).  
Resource persons


The WTO Secretariat is organizing the workshop.  For more information on the substantive elements of the workshop, please contact directly Mr. Erik Wijkström (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org) or Mrs. Souraya El Yaman (souraya.elyaman@wto.org).  On logistics, please contact Mr. Mondher Cherif (mondher.cherif@wto.org).  Representatives from international organizations have also been invited (Codex, IEC, ISO, OIML and UNIDO). 
Venue


The Workshop will be held at the InterContinental Bahrain in Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, where participants and resource persons will also be lodged.  The address and contact details are the following:

Intercontinental Regency Bahrain Hotel


P.O. Box 777


King Faisal Highway


Manama – Bahrain


Tel.: (973) 17 227 777

Fax.: (973) 17 229 929


E-mail:  info@icbahrain.com

	TUESDAY, 24 APRIL
TBT basics


	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration


	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening


	09:30 – 10:30
	An introduction to the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement will be presented and discussed.

	***  10:30– 10:45  Coffee break ***  


	10:45 – 12:30
	Panel on TBT issues in the Region

	
	WTO
	The TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns

	
	
	

	
	Participants
	The objective of this session is to discuss TBT-related trade issues relevant to the Region.  Participants will make brief interventions that may, for example, deal with actual or potential trade concerns that have arisen in the Region.    

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  *** 


	14:00 – 15:30
	Principles of the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	Harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade.

	*** 15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break ***


	15:45 – 17:00
	Current Issues

	
	WTO
	The Fourth Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement

	
	European Communities


	The European Experience on Good Regulatory Practice.

	
	
	


	WEDNESDAY, 25 APRIL
international standards


	
	

	09:00 – 10:30
	International standard-setting organizations

	
	WTO
	Relevant provisions in the TBT Agreement.


	
	ISO, IEC, Codex and OIML
	Panel session on work of international standard-setting organizations.


	***  10:30– 10:45 Coffee break ***  



	10:45 – 12:30
	Standard-setting at the national level

	
	European Communities


	The European approach to technical regulation and the use of harmonized standards.

	
	GSO
	GSO standardization policy.


	
	Participants
	Interventions from participants on national standardizing activities.  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00 – 17:00
	International standards in the area of Conformity Assessment

Break for coffee:  15:15 - 15:30


	
	WTO
	Introduction to relevant TBT provisions and work of Committee.



	
	OIML
	The use of OIML Recommendations and the OIML MAA.


	
	UNIDO
	National / regional  standards and conformity infrastructure requirements.


	
	ISO
	An example of an international standard on conformity assessment.


	
	IEC
	IEC conformity assessment schemes for the electrical and electronic Sectors.


	
	Participants
	Interventions from participants on national and/or regional conformity assessment activities such as those relating to certification, accreditation or metrology.


	
	
	


	THURSDAY, 26 APRIL 
transparency and capacity building


	
	

	09:00
	Transparency Provisions
Break for coffee:  10:30 – 10:45



	
	WTO
	Overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.


	
	European Communities
	One example:  the implementation of the TBT Agreements transparency provisions in the European Communities.


	
	
	

	
	Participants
	Participants will make brief presentations on steps they have taken to implement the transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement (15.2 Statement, notifications, Enquiry Point, etc.).  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00
	Panel on Technical Cooperation 

Break for coffee:   15:15 – 15:30



	
	WTO
	Introduction to WTO disciplines and the relevant work of Committee.


	
	ISO, IEC, Codex, UNIDO, OIML, EC

	Briefs on capacity building activities.


	
	Participants
	Identification of capacity building priorities of the Region.


	16:00
	Conclusion and Summing up


__________
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