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Background


This Regional Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its 2007 Technical Assistance and Training Plan.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund.  The Secretariat acknowledges the kind cooperation of the Government of Botswana in agreeing to serve as host country for the event.


The Workshop is organized for the following English-speaking African countries:  Botswana, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.  Each Government has been invited to nominate attendance by two capital-based officials who are directly involved at a technical, practical and/or policy level with respect to implementation of the TBT Agreement.


Representatives from a range of relevant international, regional and national organizations, including standard-setting organizations, are also being invited to participate in the Workshop and contribute to the programme and discussions (UNIDO, CODEX, ISO, IEC, OIML, SADC, Botswana Bureau of Standards, and Standards South Africa).

Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work of the TBT Committee and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants from the invited countries will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  In particular, participants will be asked to prepare for and make brief interventions in the following areas:  (i) specific concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of export interest that may be relevant to the TBT Agreement; (ii) standardization and conformity assessment activities; and, (iii) implementation and operation of the Agreement's transparency provisions (i.e., notifications and enquiry points).  
WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mr. Patrick Rata (patrick.rata@wto.org) or Mr. Erik Wijkström (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org).  On logistical matters, the WTO contact person is Mr. Felipe Vargas-Maza (felipe.vargas@wto.org).

Venue


The Workshop is being held at the Grand Palm Hotel Casino and Convention Resort, Gaborone, Botswana, where participants and resource persons will also be lodged.  The contact details are as follows:

The Grand Palm Hotel Casino and Convention Resort


Private Bag B.R. 105


(Molepolole Road)


Gaborone, Botswana


Tel:
+ 267 363 7777


Fax:
+ 267 391 6582 (Reservations); also email: reservations@grandpalm.bw

Fax:
+ 267 391 2989 (Reception)

Website: http://www.peermont.com/HGR/hotels_walmont.asp

	TUESDAY, 19 June 2007
TBT basics


	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration


	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening


	09:30 – 10:30
	An introduction to the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will present the background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement.

	***  10:30 – 11:00  Coffee break ***  


	11:00 – 12:30
	TBT issues in the Region

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to the TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns.


	
	SADC

	A representative of SADC will be invited to discuss Specific Trade Concerns in the Region.


	
	Participants
	Participants will be asked to make brief interventions that may, for example, deal with actual or potential trade concerns that have arisen in the Region.    

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  *** 


	14:00 – 15:30
	Principles of the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	In this session, the WTO Secretariat will present and explore key principles of the TBT Agreement relating to harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade.

	*** 15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break ***


	16:00 – 17:00
	The Sardines Case

	
	WTO
	This session will include an explanation of the EC-Sardines case. 

	
	
	

	
	
	


	WEDNESDAY, 20 June 2007
international standards


	
	

	09:00 – 10:30
	International standard-setting organizations

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will briefly outline the relevant provisions in the TBT Agreement.


	
	ISO, IEC, Codex and OIML
	In this session, representatives of international standard-setting organizations will be invited to inform the Workshop of the work of their respective institutions.


	***  10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break ***  



	11:00 – 12:30
	Standard-setting at the national and regional levels

	
	Botswana Bureau of Standards

	A representative of the Botswana Bureau of Standards will be invited to inform the Workshop on the work of the Bureau.

	
	
	

	
	Participants
	In this session, participants will be invited to make interventions on national standardizing activities.  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00 – 17:00
	International standards in the area of Conformity Assessment

Break for coffee:  15:15 - 15:45


	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will briefly introduce the relevant TBT provisions and work of Committee with respect to conformity assessment.


	
	OIML, ISO, IEC 
	International standard-setting organizations will explore different aspects of this topic.


	
	Participants
	Participants will be invited to make interventions on national and/or regional conformity assessment activities such as those relating to certification, accreditation or metrology.


	
	
	


	THURSDAY, 21 June 2007 
transparency and capacity building


	
	

	09:00-12:30
	Transparency Provisions
Break for coffee:  10:30 – 11:00


	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.


	
	Standards South Africa 
	A representative of Standards South Africa will make a presentation on the South African electronic notification system.


	
	Participants
	Participants will make brief presentations on steps they have taken to implement the transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement (15.2 Statement, notifications, Enquiry Point, etc.).  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00
	Panel on Technical Cooperation 

Break for coffee:   15:15 – 15:30



	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to TBT Agreement provisions on technical assistance and special and differential treatment.  Relevant work of TBT Committee will also be discussed.


	
	 IEC, Codex, UNIDO, OIML 

	International organizations will be invited to brief participants on their  capacity building activities.


	
	Participants
	Identification of capacity building priorities of the Region.


	16:00
	Conclusion and Summing up


__________
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