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WTO TBT Workshop for Asia and Pacific Economies
Kuala Lumpur, 20-22 November 2002

Issues Summary


The purpose of the workshop was to increase knowledge and awareness about the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (the "TBT Agreement") and current issues being discussed in the TBT Committee in Geneva.  It was an opportunity for experience sharing both among governments within the region as well as among agencies (such as standardizing bodies) and trading partners outside the region (United States and the European Communities).  


Participants represented Members from a wide spectrum of Asian economies.  With a view to illustrating the provisions of the TBT Agreement and the functioning of the TBT Committee, a number of current specific trade concerns were highlighted.  Participants also heard about the experience of Malaysia in dealing with trade concerns at the WTO. It was noted that many issues were discussed at a bilateral level, before being brought to the Committee – this was useful and beneficial.  Domestic coordination on TBT-related matters helped in this regard.  The importance of capital-based participating at Committee meetings in Geneva was stressed.

While the WTO disciplines on conformity assessment procedures under the TBT Agreement were familiar to participants (e.g., non-discrimination, transparency, avoiding unnecessary barriers to trade, use of relevant international standards), it was clear that the technical infrastructure needed to establish confidence in such structures is complex and can pose a challenge to many Members.  A number of presentations by the standardizing bodies, as well as the UNIDO addressed this point.  At the same time it was noted that conformity assessment is a market reality and a legitimate way to ensure that products meet requirements set out in regulations;  a functioning technical infrastructure enhances the trust and confidence in products on the market and this may enhance opportunities for trade. 

Good regulatory practice is about the implementation of the TBT Agreement's disciplines.  Experience shows that Members have different approaches to implementation and the Agreement provides flexibility in this regard (there is no one way to implement the TBT Agreement).  Participants heard of experiences from the United States and the European Communities which showed that, despite differences, there are common elements.  For instance, both the United States and the European Communities attribute importance to transparency (consultative mechanisms) and the need for analysis (rationale for regulation, alternative approaches – including the option not to regulate).  The importance of an established process for the development of regulations was stressed.  The TBT Committee will hold a workshop on Good Regulatory Practice in March 2008 – this event will help WTO Members to further explore the Committee's role in this area.



Transparency is an area where implementation is generally advanced, and this is evident in the Asian region.  It was noted that functioning mechanisms and procedures and coordination facilitated an effective participation in TBT Committee – and this contributed to the avoidance of unnecessary barriers to trade.  Experiences in the group were shared.  For instance, the Committee heard about efforts made in Bhutan (in the accession process) to develop a booklet on the implementation of the TBT transparency obligations and a website launched in Korea to make industry more aware of their rights under TBT Agreement.  Participants also heard from the US and EC experiences.   

On technical assistance, one area of concern that many participants voiced was about the conformity assessment technical infrastructure (metrology, laboratories, accreditation bodies).  The importance of identifying priorities, being specific, and asking the right bodies for technical assistance was stressed.  The activities of the Secretariat, various standardizing bodies, the UNIDO and the United States were discussed.







� This summary is intended to offer a brief overview of the issues discussed, it has been prepared under the Secretariat's own responsibility.  Comments from participants to the workshop are welcome (e-mail to erik.wijkstrom@wto.org).  More detail on participants, structure and the presentations is contained separately on the TBT webpage for the Malaysia workshop.






