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Joint Vienna Institute
Vienna, Austria
Background


This  Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its Biennial Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2008-2009.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund. 

The Workshop is organized for the following Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus WTO Members and Observers:  Albania, Armenia, Croatia, Georgia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Israel, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Turkey (Members), Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iran, Kazakhstan, Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan (Observers).


Two capital-based representatives from WTO Members, who are directly involved at a technical, practical and/or policy level in the implementation of the TBT Agreement, can be nominated to participate in this Workshop.  In addition WTO Observers are able to nominate one capital-based expert to participate in the Workshop.  Representatives from a range of relevant international organizations, including standard-setting organizations, are also being invited to participate in the Workshop and contribute to the programme and discussions.
Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work of the TBT Committee and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  In particular, they will be asked to prepare for and make brief interventions in the following areas:  (i) standardization activities; (ii) implementation and operation of the Agreement's transparency provisions (i.e., notifications and enquiry points), and (iii) specific concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of export interest that may be relevant to the TBT Agreement.  
Venue


The Workshop is being held at the Joint Vienna Institute, Mariahilferstrasse 97, Vienna, Austria (www.jvi.org). 
WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mrs. Stefania Bernabè (stefania.bernabe@wto.org).  On logistical matters, please direct any enquiry to logistics.unit@wto.org
	MONDAY 28 APRIL 2008

TBT principles and international standards


	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:30
	Structure and Objectives of the Workshop

	09:30 – 10:30
	An introduction to the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will present the background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement.

	***  Coffee break (10:30 – 11:00)  ***  



	11:00 – 12:30
	Principles of the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	In this session, the WTO Secretariat will present and explore key principles of the TBT Agreement relating to harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade, including a brief presentation of the EC-Sardines case-



	Discussion
***   Lunch break (12:30 – 14:00)*** 



	14:00 – 15:30
	Harmonization and Conformity Assessment



	
	ISO, IEC 
UNIDO
	In this session, representatives of international standard-setting organizations will be invited to inform the Workshop of the work of their respective institutions.

UNIDO will illustrate its relevant work on the subject.

	*** Coffee break (15:30 – 16:00) ***



	16:00 – 17:00
	TBT issues in the region

	
	Participants 
	In this session, participants will be asked to make brief interventions on TBT issues, including market access issues and standardization activities

	
	
	relevant to the region.

	
	
	


	TUESDAY 29 APRIL 2008

TRANSPARENCY AND THE WORK OF THE TBT Committee


	
	

	09:00 – 10:30
	Transparency in the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.  


	
	European Communities
	Representatives from the European Communities will make a presentation on their  notification system.



	
	***Coffee break (10:30 – 11:00)***

	11:00 – 12:30
	Exercises on transparency



	
	Participants
	In this session, practical exercises on notification procedures and the work of the enquiry points will be conducted.



	
	***Lunch break (12:30 – 14:00)***


	14:00 – 15:15
	The work of the TBT Committee and current issues

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to the TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns.  


	
	
	

	
	
	***Coffee break (15:15 – 15:45)***

	15:45 – 16:30
	Exercise on Specific Trade Concerns

	
	Participants
	In this session, a simulation exercises on the work of the TBT Committee will be conducted.




	WEDNESDAY 30 APRIL

good regulatory practice and technical assistance


	
	

	09:00 – 10:15
	Good regulatory practice

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the work of the TBT Committee in this area.  


	
	European Communities
	Representatives from the European Communities will share their experiences with the implementation of good regulatory practice



	
	***Coffee break (10:15 – 10:45)***

	10:45 – 13:00
	Panel on Technical Assistance



	
	WTO, ISO, IEC, UNIDO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to relevant provisions in the Agreement and the work of the TBT Committee with respect to technical assistance.  International organizations will be invited to brief participants on their technical assistance programs of interest to the region.  Priorities in the region will be identified.




13:00

Closing
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