Equitable Agricultural Trade Reform: A Call from Businesses and NGOs for Action

June 17- 10.00-11.30

Room W
A strong outcome on agriculture is critical not only to the success of the Doha multilateral trade negotiations but also to the future of global poverty alleviation.  A unique coalition discusses the imperative of agricultural trade liberalization and capacity building.

Speakers:

Kel Currah, Senior Policy Advisor, World Vision International, United Kingdom 

Rasmus Kjeldahl, Executive Director of the Danish Consumer Council, Denmark

Herbert Oberhaensli, Head, Economic and International Relations, Nestlé SA, Switzerland

Dhruv M.  Sawhney, Chairman and Managing Director, Triveni Engineering & Industries Ltd, India
Moderator:


Richard Samans, Director, Global Issues; Associate Member of the Board, World Economic Forum, Geneva

The four panelists, members of the World Economic Forum Agricultural Trade Task Force, took the opportunity of the WTO public Symposium to release a Communiqué of Recommendation for action on trade

Though the forthcoming WTO Ministerial Meeting in Cancun, scheduled for September 2003, looks set to fail in achieving any of the promises effectively made to developing countries regarding the reduction of agricultural tariffs and subsidies at the last Ministerial Conference in Doha 2001, the World Economic Forum Agricultural Taskforce urges all attending delegates to intensify their work to achieve these promises in the months prior to Cancun.

The World Economic Forum Agricultural Trade Task Force, is a unique group of leading global and regional food beverage companies, NGOs, international organizations and research institutes. The Agricultural Trade Task Force brings stakeholders together for the first time in a process of constructive dialogue to debate on a common set of principles and make a joint plea for action. The objective is to advance the Doha trade round negotiations in one of its most critical aspects: agricultural trade reform.
The attached communiqué for action on trade includes recommendations on the equitable reform of the global agricultural trade system, as well as investment and capacity-building efforts needed in developing countries if they are to ensure food security and compete more effectively in agricultural and processed food markets.

