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AEFJN is a network of 41 catholic religious and missionary Institutes with members in Africa and Europe, promotes equitable economic relations between Africa and Europe, providing information and analysis on economical policies that affect Africa adversely and seeks to influence positively the policies of national governments and the European Union Institutions.

A call for action:

Justice for Africa at Cancun!

Of the 146 States that are member of the WTO, 34 are sub-Saharan countries that are recognized as “Least Developed Countries”.  In November 2001, at Doha, the 4th Ministerial WTO Conference agreed on the “Doha Development Agenda”.  During this meeting African countries were able to assure considerable promises to facilitate a sustainable development.

 From 10th to 14th September 2003, at Cancun (Mexico) the 5th biannual Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization will take place.   At Cancun, ministers will take stock of progress in various negotiations agreed at Doha.   Unfortunately, little progress has been made in implementing the promises made at Doha and indeed the European Union has tried to reverse the Doha agreements!

Strong with the social teaching of the Catholic Church, that affirms the right of poor nations to full human development and that peace is the state that exists when each person is treated with dignity, has what s/he needs to live a fruitful life and has the space to develop as a whole person (Populorum Progressio), AEFJN calls on all religious communities, leadership teams and Major Superiors’ Conferences to ask with one voice that their Ministers of Trade and the European Union defend at Cancun  the promises made two years ago at Doha, so that African countries have a fair chance to implement their strategies for poverty reduction and food security.

1. Guarantee the Access to Essential Medicines for All!
Currently the WTO’s Trade Related Intellectual Property agreement (TRIPs) denies countries without (or with minimal) pharmaceutical manufacturing capacity to allow foreign producers to manufacture already patented medicines without legal reprisal.  Neither can developing countries under TRIPs regulations import generic medicines, when brand-medicines are protected by patent legislation in their countries.  These restrictions severely undermine the potential for developing countries to gain cheaper access to otherwise over-priced, patented medicines owned by Western industries. 

In the Declaration on Public Health at the 4th biannual WTO Ministerial Meeting in November 2001 in Doha, member states vowed to find a solution to the ongoing problem that prevents poor people in many developing countries from having access to affordable lifesaving medicines. 

In recent months the EU proposed to limit the number of developing countries eligible to issue licenses to foreign manufactures to produce cheaper certain patented medicines as well as to limit the number of diseases for which developing countries can issue such licenses.  

· Such tactics and run against the Church’s Social Teaching on the Common Good, which stresses that if we do something that prevents other people from meeting their needs, then we are harming others, and because we are linked to and depend on these people for our good, we will ultimately harm ourselves. 

· Given the current health crisis in African countries in particular, such measures go against the spirit of the Doha Declaration on Public Health to which the EU agreed!

Therefore we urge that the EU embraces at Cancun a solution that abides by the original text of the Doha Declaration on Public Health, which clearly states that:  “Each Member state has the right to grant compulsory licenses, and has the freedom to determine the grounds upon which such licenses are granted.”

2. Access to Affordable Domestic Water and Sanitation Services for All!

In the present context of African poverty it is morally wrong to officially and aggressively promote the commercialisation of water and sanitation services, while not to actively encouraging and investing in alternative models of public utilities for water and sanitation services, is morally wrong.  Solutions to the problem of access to water and sanitation must take into account, first and foremost, the well-being of all people, including the poorest sections of society.  

Indeed, as argued in the recent contribution of the Holy Sea to the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto:

The Earth and all that it contains are for the use of every human being and all peoples.  This principle of the universal destination of the goods of creation confirms that people and countries, including future generations, have the right to fundamental access to those goods which are necessary for their development.  Water is such a common good of humankind.  This is the basis for cooperation toward a water policy that gives priority to persons living in poverty and those living in areas endowed with fewer resources.

It is the duty of public authorities in Europe AND in developing countries to assure equitable and affordable access to social services for all in order to meet people’s basic needs.  Developing countries should be allowed to complete the impact assessment studies on privatization of public services before engaging in any further negotiations on opening trade in services and before they make any commitments under the General Agreement in Trade in Services (GATS). Though the EU will not privatize any further its public water services, it has requested that Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, and Zimbabwe open up their drinking water and basic sanitation services to international trade and competition under GATS.

Therefore, AEFJN asks that the European Union at Cancun:

· To recognize that essential services such as drinking water and basic sanitation are common goods that should not be put up for sale only to those who can afford them.  

· To commit to clear and unambiguous language exempting all household water and basic sanitation services from the World Trade Organization’s General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS);

· To postpone negotiations on the GATS agreement until proper impact assessments that explore the social, economic and environmental effects of liberalizing trade in services can be completed. 

3. Safeguard the Rights of Smallholder Farmers

on Seeds and Traditional Knowledge!

Advances in biotechnology have generated increased interest and competition for control of biological resources and traditional knowledge.  New international agreements for regulating intellectual property protection were outlined under the WTO’s Trade Related Intellectual Property agreement  (TRIPs). This agreement asks that all member states have an effective and verifiable Intellectual Property Right protection legislation.  

The European Union favors a legislation (UPOV) that is based on the logic of the industrial market economy, where large seed companies and professional breeders produce new varieties through highly technical and expensive processes.   

In Africa, small farmers play a vital role in the economic and social structure of their countries. The informal exchange of seeds remains the primary channel for the development and distribution of new varieties.  The Organization of African Unity (now the African Union) sought to formulate a genuinely African alternative: The African Model Law.  This proposal was intended to assist African states in their effort to protect the rights of local communities and farmers over their biological resources, particularly crop varieties, medicinal plants and traditional knowledge, technologies, and practices.  

Therefore, AEFJN asks that the European Commission to support the demands of the African Group at Cancun
· To recognize the OAU African Model Law as an viable alternative to the UPOV patent system that provides the required intellectual property rights protection to plant breeders as called for under Article 27.3(b) of the TRIPs Agreement.
· To amend the TRIPs Agreement so that patent applicants are required to make clear not only where genetic materials or traditional knowledge involved in a claimed invention came from, but also provide proof of prior informed consent of the people from whom they were taken.

· To amend the TRIPs Agreement so that it prohibits patents on all living organisms, which are common goods and therefore must be left under the stewardship of the communities from which they originate, and should not be privately owned and profited from.

4. Facilitate sustainable agricultural policies for Africa!

In November 2001, at Doha, the WTO member-states agreed to launch a new round of talks on further liberalising global agricultural trade and the reducing and progressively eliminating all agricultural subsidies for export and domestic supports for national producers.  At the WTO Ministerial Conference of Cancun next September, African countries ask that the EU and the USA implement fully the agreement reached 2 years ago at Doha, so that African countries can develop healthy and diversified agricultural sectors that generate capital to be used for wider investment and diversification within both rural and urban economies and are supportive of their poverty reduction and food security strategies.   To do this, developing countries must have the opportunity to move away from Northern models of industrialised agriculture focused on maximizing productivity, while moving towards one that promotes a sustainable model of agriculture.  

The current Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) at the WTO labels exporting agricultural products below the production cost (dumping) as an unfair competition practice that undermines sustainable local production and, especially in developing countries, endangers food security, affects rural livelihoods based on local knowledge, destroys local consumption patterns and jeopardizes the daily existence of  men and women, specially women.

However, northern countries protect their own farming sectors by two kinds of subsidies: those that support export and those that give domestic support.  While the EU has reduced its exports subsidies and Africa has little or no export subsidies, the USA has, in 2002, substantially raised subsidies on exports of agricultural products by buying up overproduced agriculture and using it for ‘food aid’ programmes. The EU and Africa are accusing the USA of dumping and breaching WTO rules, demanding that the USA halts those subsidies.  Subsidies related to production that are equally not allowed because they too produce distortions in world markets are subsidies to milk, wheat, rice, olive oil, cotton, beef etc. 

On June 26th, the EU agreed on a reform of its Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). It foresees dismantling some of its specific subsidies related to production that are most trade-distorting.  By cutting the link between subsidy and production, the EU wants to take away the incentive for European farmers to overproduce and thus hopes to reduce the dumping of EU farm surpluses that damage producers in many of African countries.   Even if the new Common Agricultural Policy of the EU will faze out some production related subsidies, developing countries and civil society groups point out that that these subsidies have simply been transferred from production subsidies to subsidies for farm inputs (e.g. water, fertilizers, etc) and to incentives to promote environmental friendly farming (e.g. organic or bio-farming). The EU argues that such indirect subsidies are necessary to maintain a sustainable agricultural sector in Europe.  But African countries point out that production related subsidies and subsidies for farm inputs still distort market prices and still lead to dumping of EU farm products on their markets, harming their agriculture. 

African countries would be ready to accept that the EU uses those indirect subsidies, on condition that they be allowed to raise certain barriers to exports from abroad in order to support smallholder farming and protect certain crops and products considered as important for their food security and needed for an agricultural-based development. 

Therefore AEFJN asks that at Cancun, the EU defends:

· The agreements reached at Doha in 2001 to reduce and eliminate all agricultural subsidies for export and domestic support should be implemented. 

· That the African countries be allowed to exempt food security crops from tariffs and other border measures.

· That African countries be allowed to select and protect strategic products for their food security, rural development, poverty reduction and product diversification and to raise tariffs when smallholder farmers are threatened by import surges.

5. Respect the level of development and strength of LDC economies!

The WTO claims that the integration of African economies into the global trade can only be achieved through progressive liberalization of its markets.  However in during the Doha Ministerial Conference it was accepted that trade rules should reflect the different needs of countries, especially the Least Developed Countries, according to their level of development.  In each of the negotiations that are going on since Doha, there is a special chapter on Special and Differential Treatment and Implementation-related issues that will seek to implement this principle of flexibility.

In the present WTO Agreement on Agriculture, there are no meaningful provisions for special and differential treatment for African countries, as the language used not binding or in the form of “best endeavour” clauses. 

Therefore AEFJN asks that the EU at Cancun defends the particular vulnerability of the least developed African countries by advocating binding language that will guarantee precise, effective and operational provisions for special and differential treatment and implementation related issues.

RELIGIOUS CALL FOR TRADE JUSTICE!

The Africa-Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN), a network mandated by 41 religious institutes working for more equitable trade between Europe and Africa, invites all religious communities, national and international leadership teams of religious institutes, national, regional and international Conferences of Major Superiors to write to their Ministers of Trade and the Commissioners of Trade of the European Union to draw attention to the religious’ concern for a fair and equitable trade between Africa and Europe!

To whom?  

1. The European Union will be represented at Cancun by the EU Commissioner for Trade, Pascal Lamy.  You can write him as well as to your national Minister of Trade! 

Write to:                                 Commissioner Pascal Lamy

Trade Directorate-General

Rue de la Loi 170

B-1040 Bruxelles – Belgium

Fax +32-2 299 1029

e-mail pascal.lamy@cec.eu.int
2. To your national Minister of Trade

3. Thanks for sending a copy of your letter to our office: aefjn@aefjn.org
When?  The Cancun Ministerial Conference we be held at Cancun, Mexico, from the 10th till the 14th
of September 2003.  We ask you to send your letter as from August 11th, taking in account that the letters should arrive at the latest by September 5th!

How?
Using the official letterhead of your institute or organisation, send the letters by mail, fax or

e-mail.   You can use the model letter given hereunder.

Dear Commissioner / Minister 

In the context of the 5th Ministerial Conference of Ministers of WTO member States, scheduled to take place at Cancun, Mexico from 10th till 14th of September 2003, we, … institute/community/national conference of catholic religious, ….. , inspired by our faith, the catholic social teaching on social and economic justice and the commitment of the thousands of European and African religious men and women in Africa, appeal to you to assure that the WTO regulations respect the right of African countries to a sustainable agriculture policy respectful of the development and poverty reduction strategies of African countries, the rights of African people to have access to seeds and their traditional knowledge, the access to essential medicines and to basic services for domestic water and sanitation.   

TRIPs and MEDECINES

We are deeply concerned about the effects on the poor of recent efforts on the part of the EU to back away from the commitments they made at the last WTO Ministerial Meeting in Doha to find a solution to the ‘Paragraph 6 Problem’ that ensures affordable access to medicines for all.  The solutions to this problem put forward by the EU and the US go against the spirit of the Doha Declaration by working to limit (1) the number of developing countries eligible to issue compulsory licenses to foreign manufactures and (2) the number of diseases for which developing countries can issue such licenses the.   Therefore we urge that the EU embraces instead a solution that abides by the original text of the Doha Declaration, which clearly states that, “Each Member has the right to grant compulsory licenses, and the freedom to determine the grounds upon which such licenses are granted.”

TRIPs and SEEDS

AEFJN asks that the European Commission make genuine efforts to help stop bio-piracy by lending its support to, and pushing for in the upcoming TRIPs Council meetings, developing countries’ proposals to amend the TRIPs Agreement so that patent applicants are required to make clear not only where genetic materials or traditional knowledge involved in a claimed invention came from, but also provide proof of prior informed consent of the people from whom they were taken. We also ask that the European Commission support the African Group’s proposal to amend the TRIPs Agreement so that it prohibits patents on all living organisms in all the WTO member states. 

While AEFJN supports certain advances and innovations in the field of biotechnology, we consider all living organisms to be common goods, which all community members should be able to protect, develop, share in, and benefit from. Such goods must be left under the stewardship of the communities from which they originate, and should not be privately owned and profited from. 

GATS and Water

We asked the European Union to postpone negotiations on the GATS agreement until proper impact assessments that explore both the micro and macro economic effects of liberalizing trade in services can be completed. Developing countries should be allowed to complete these assessments before engaging in any further negotiations on opening trade in services and before they make any commitments under the GATS agreement.  

We also asked that the European Commission commit them selves to clear and unambiguous language exempting all household water and basic sanitation services from GATS negotiations and regulations and that the EU withdraw its current request to third countries to open up their drinking water and basic sanitation services to international trade under GATS. 

Finally, we ask that the EU recognize that essential services such as drinking water and basic sanitation should not be put up for sale only to those who can afford them.  It is the duty of public authorities in Europe AND in developing countries to assure equitable and affordable access to social services for all in order to meet people’s basic needs.    

The AGREEMENT on AGRICULTURE

We are of the opinion that the European Common Agriculture Policy reform must be consistent with rural development priorities in Europe, the objectives of the EU development policies, in particular poverty reduction and food security as well as with the UN Millennium Development Goals.
Reduction and progressive elimination of all agricultural subsidies, both export subsidies and domestic support, which act as disguised subsidies for exports, is vital for developing countries now more than before! Current discussions about reforming the CAP are not talking about reducing agricultural spending, but simply changing how subsidies are spent to make European agriculture more effective and more WTO compatible.

We do not agree with the EU proposal on food security at the WTO negotiations. It fails to consider the need to exempt food security crops from tariffs and other border measures. Instead, we ask you to support the proposal for a Development Box in the Agreement on Agriculture.  Provisions such as the concept of Special Products, including the right for self-selection in respect of strategic products for food security, rural development, poverty reduction and product diversification and a Special Safeguard Mechanism for developing countries must be formally introduced and developed that allow temporarily raising tariffs when small farmers are threatened by import surges. Such measures will enable African countries to better address their food security concerns and to preserve and improve their rural livelihoods. 

SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATEMEND AND IMPLEMENTATION-RELATED ISSUES

We draw the attention of the EC member states to the particular vulnerability of the least-developed countries and the special structural difficulties they face. We call upon the WTO bodies to resolve by Cancun, all implementation-related issues and all S&D proposals in view of strengthening them and making them precise, effective and operational, as agreed upon in the Doha Declaration, by substantially expanding and binding special differential treatment provisions to reverse the continued marginalisation of the LDCs. 

We, as well as the populations with whom our sisters and confreres work in Africa, count on you to put forward the concerns of catholic religious for more economic justice for Africa.

Yours truly,

THANK YOU FOR JOINING IN ACTION 

FOR MORE ECONOMIC JUSTICE FOR AFRICA!

� Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health. (Ministerial Conference, Fourth Session, Doha, 9-14 November 2001) Paragraph 6.


� Holy See, “Water, An Essential Element for Life.” A note prepared by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace as a contribution of the Holy See to the Third World Water Forum, Kyoto Japan, March 2003.
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