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The International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA) is an organization of leading trade associations representing almost 80% of chemical manufacturers worldwide. World chemical industry production exceeds US$1.7 trillion annually, and nearly one-third of this production is traded internationally.  
Introduction

ICCA believes that increased international trade, trade liberalization, and investment are preconditions for further global economic growth and sustainable development.  Sustainable development is integrally linked with globalization and includes three fundamental concepts: economic growth, environmental stewardship, and social responsibility. 

The share that developing countries have in world trade and investment has increased considerably since 1980, and, therefore, developing countries should have an enhanced role in the formulation of trade policy in the international arena.

The globalization of the world economy is a challenge for individual governments and for civil society as a whole. Globalization includes developed, developing, and least developed countries.  ICCA believes a new WTO round of trade negotiations should contribute to the goals of further global growth and sustainable development, to the benefit of all WTO members. 

Implementation of Uruguay Round Commitments

ICCA recognizes that a number of developing countries signed on to Uruguay Round commitments without fully appreciating some of the implementation difficulties they would face and have raised legitimate concerns.  ICCA believes increased technical assistance may be needed by some developing countries to assist them with implementation.  However, the question of extension of transitional periods for specific commitments must be examined on a case-by-case basis by the relevant WTO body and be subject to providing an acceptable and clear work program with precise timetables to fulfill the commitments.  In position statements on investment, anti-dumping, market access, intellectual property and dispute settlement, ICCA acknowledges the

continuing need for transitional measures, and, in specific cases, technical assistance for developing countries.

New WTO Round Of Negotiations

At the Seattle WTO Ministerial Conference, developing countries expressed concern that there was inadequate consideration given to facilitating their meaningful participation in the process of debate around the launch of a new round of trade negotiations.  The process lacked sufficient transparency for developing countries to make a meaningful assessment of the impact of issues under consideration.

ICCA believes a launch of a new round is not feasible without the effective involvement of the developing countries. The negotiating agenda must better reflect their legitimate interests.  ICCA fully agrees with the Director General of the WTO that the "agenda has to be broad enough to have something in it for everyone, but must exclude issues that are inappropriate or where compromise is impossible. It has to be detailed enough to be meaningful but not so detailed that it becomes a pre-negotiation".
ICCA shares the view of developing countries that the approach to market access should be comprehensive and include sectors that are important to them, including agriculture and textiles.  Negotiations covering such sectors should lead to balanced concessions from all parties involved. 

ICCA supports exploring the idea to grant duty-free access without quantitative restrictions for all products originating in the least developed economies, for a negotiated period of time.

In accordance with the principles of sustainable development, ICCA is in favor of high environmental standards and the respect of fundamental labor rights, wherever companies operate. However, the ICCA shares the concerns of the developing countries that environmental and social standards could be misused for protectionist purposes.   ICCA is opposed to the use of unilateral trade measures taken to enforce such standards.  The WTO can provide the best guarantees that such standards are not applied in a discriminatory or arbitrary manner and that the competitive advantages of developing countries are respected in this area.  

ICCA believes that economic development will allow developing countries to generate the resources necessary for the implementation of higher environmental and labor standards and the improvement of their standards of living.

Summary

ICCA urges that developing countries have an effective involvement in establishing the negotiating agenda for a new WTO round of trade negotiations and, in turn, greater participation in the negotiations themselves.  Their interests must be reflected in the negotiating agenda.  Those developing countries facing legitimate difficulties in implementing Uruguay Round commitments should be given appropriate assistance so that they, too, can fully participate in the new round of negotiations and move toward the goal of sustainable development.

For an electronic version of this and other ICCA positions on trade, please visit the ICCA web site at www.icca-chem.org
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