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News from the WTO

Stocktaking exercise: Nobody is dropping the ball

Geneva, 22-26 March
This month’s stocktaking week ended with a collective determination 
to start building a global Doha package. Director-General Pascal Lamy 
told the Trade Negotiations Committee that “while there is certainly 
disappointment that we are not closer to our goal, I have not detected 
any defeatism.” The proposed programme of work for the months 
envisages “a ‘cocktail’ approach, with the right dose of each ingredient 
and a good shake.” The expected result is a process that aims at 
closing the gaps and at “weaving all strings of the negotiations into 
an overall package.” Paraphrasing the words of Admiral Nelson, Mr 
Lamy added “the WTO expects that every member will do its duty”. 

WTO delegates

WTO-OECD-UNCTAD joint report on G20 investment 
measures

Geneva, 8 March
The latest report by the WTO, OECD and UNCTAD on G20 trade and 
investment measures showed no “significant intensification of trade 
or investment restrictions.” However, high unemployment rates and 
uncertainties on global growth point to the need for G20 governments 
“to remain vigilant in opposing protectionism”. The three agencies 
urged the G20 leaders to undertake “a clear and stronger commitment 
to open markets and make concrete their many calls to bring the 
Doha Round to a rapid conclusion”. At a time when governments are 
constrained in offering further fiscal or monetary stimulus, open 
trade can give the global economy a much-needed lift and provide 
valuable opportunities for job creation.

Trade Updates

World trade to expand by 9.5% in 2010, WTO reports

Geneva, 26 March
After undergoing the sharpest decline in more than 70 years, world 
trade is set to rebound in 2010 by growing at 9.5%, according to WTO 
economists. Exports from developed economies are expected to 
increase by 7.5% in volume terms over the course of the year while 
shipments from the rest of the world should rise by around 11% as 
the world emerges from recession. “WTO rules and principles have 
assisted governments in keeping markets open and they now provide a 
platform from which trade can grow as the global economy improves. 
We see the light at the end of the tunnel and trade promises to be 

an important part of the recovery. But we must avoid derailing 
any economic revival through protectionism,” said Director-General 
Pascal Lamy.

Lamy warns of spill-over effects of failure on Doha

San José, 18 March
At the 20th anniversary celebration of Costa Rica’s participation 
in the multilateral trading system, Director-General Pascal Lamy 
commended the country for its “extraordinary economic success in 
maintaining steady growth and development over many years [...] 
against a background of sustained and remarkable social and political 
stability.” That of Costa Rica is a success story in which trade has 
played a key role, typically growing faster than output. Mr Lamy then 
pointed to the future challenges and to the importance of concluding 
the Doha Round. The “Round is not an island in a sea of alternative 
opportunities – failure 
on  D oha  would  sp i l l 
over into other present 
and future cooperation 
efforts, and not only in 
the trade policy domain. 
In our joined-up world, 
countries simply cannot 
go their own way and 
disregard the cos t s of 
neglecting international 
cooperation.”

Parliamentarians and the WTO

Open debate with the socialist members of the Swiss 
National Council

Bern, 2 March
WTO Director-General, Pascal Lamy, engaged in a debate with the Swiss 
socialist group on the social and environmental challenges the WTO is 
confronted with. He clarified that the WTO’s core mission is to ensure 
market opening, and not, as it is often misinterpreted, to promote 
market deregulation. WTO rules rightly fall within the international 
law architecture, as they also work to ensure the achievement of 
social and environmental goals. The real challenge lies in the lack 
of international coherence between trade rules, human rights and 
social and environmental issues.

WTO Director-General tests the ground of US’s views 
on the Doha talks

Washington, 10 March
During a trip to the United States, Director-General Pascal Lamy paid 
a visit to Members of the US Congress to discuss the current state of 
play of the Doha Round. Mr Lamy met with House Ways and Means 
Committee Chairman Sander Levin, Trade Subcommittee Chairman 
John Tanner and Ranking minority members Dave Camp and Kevin 
Brady. On the Senate side, Mr Lamy met with Senators Mike Johanns 
and Charles Grassley. He also engaged in talks with Treasury Secretary 
Timothy Geithner, and US Trade Representative Ron Kirk.The visit 
falls within the Director-General’s broad consultations with WTO 

Coming events

• 28-30 April 
Trade Policy Review – 
Albania 

• 5-6 May
WTO General Council 

• 10-12 May
Trade Policy Review –
China

• 1-3 June
Trade Policy Review –
Malawi 

• 21-23 June
Trade Policy Review 
Body – Honduras

Pascal Lamy at the press conference 
after the Trade Negotiations Committee

Pascal Lamy with Costa Rica’s President elect, 
Laura Chinchilla

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news10_e/tnc_dg_stat_26mar10_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/coher_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/coher_e/coher_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres10_e/pr598_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/sppl_e/sppl150_e.htm
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Outreach activities

• 22-23 April  
WTO meets 
parliamentarians 
members of the 
Cooperation and 
Development 
Commission of 
the Assemblée 
Parlementaire de la 
Francophonie, Italy 

• 5-7 May
Regional workshop for 
Asian MPs, Singapore 

• 20-22 May
Workshop for 
parliamentarians of the 
Americas organized in 
cooperation with the 
Mexican Senate and 
the Inter‐Parliamentary 
Forum of the Americas 
(FIPA), Mexico 

• 1-3 June
Regional workshop for 
Arab MPs, Lebanon

members to assess their views on the next steps in the present 
round of negotiations. 

Trade Policy Reviews
CROATIA 24 and 26 March 
Since independence in 1991, Croatia has been implementing an 
ambitious reform programme based on the gradual opening of 
trade and investment, driven by commitments taken during its WTO 
accession negotiations and preparations for its key strategic goal of 
acceding to the European Union. High real GDP growth, relatively 
low inflation, and a declining fiscal deficit are some of the fruits of 
the programme. The WTO Secretariat report on the trade policies 
and practices of Croatia notes that continuation of its structural 
reforms, such as further improving its business environment, will be 
key to strengthening Croatia’s resilience to shocks, sustaining growth, 
attracting investment, and improving productivity.

Negotiations 

Members accept new chair’s approach in intellectual 
property talks

Geneva, 4 March
As the new chairperson of the Special Session of the Council for TRIPS, 
Zambian Ambassador Darlington Mwape, picked up the reins of the 
negotiations on a multilateral register of geographical indications 
(GIs) for wines and spirits, he received negotiators’ endorsement of 
his “three-four-five” approach – where “three” are the clusters of 
issues identified by previous Chairs, “four” are the pending questions 
and “five” are the identified principles for future work. Negotiators’ 
positions remained largely unchanged, but they were willing to dig 
deeper into how various proposals would be implemented in countries’ 
domestic intellectual property systems.

Aid for Trade

Africa calls on WTO members to maintain Aid for 
Trade momentum

Geneva, 17 March
African countries, at the Committee on Trade and Development’s 
14th Session on Aid for Trade, called on WTO members to maintain 
the momentum on resource mobilization for Aid for Trade. On the 
same date, the WTO Secretariat organized a workshop on Aid for 
Trade and agriculture to examine the role that Aid for Trade can 
play in addressing the supply-side and trade-related infrastructure 

constraints of the agriculture sector. The workshop reaffirmed the 
key role that agriculture plays in economic growth and poverty 
reduction and provided a greater understanding of how Aid for Trade 

works in practice. Finally, the WTO and the International Trade Centre 
held a joint event on “Connecting West African Farmers to Market”, 
which was an opportunity to deepen the analysis of issues raised 
in the morning session and place them in a West African context.

Dispute Settlement within WTO

Under the spotlight of the Dispute Settlement Body:

 » 19 March Elec tion of Ambassador Yonov Frederick Agah of 
Nigeria as new chairman of the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) 

Ambassador Agah, Nigeria, new Chair of the Dispute 
Settlement Body

 » 19 March China repor ts on implementation in intellec tual
property case
 »  19 March EU announces agreement with Argentina in biotech dispute
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