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Activities at the WTO

Special guest: Paul Collier discusses what the WTO
can do for the “bottom billion”?

ILO and WTO publish a joint study on trade and
informal employment

Geneva, 21 October
A policy lecture held at the WTO by Prof. Paul Collier focused
on addressing the need for convergence of the “bottom billion”,
namely about 60 countries that missed out on global prosperity,
diverged from the rest of the world and are now the poorest
countries. He recognised that trade is one of the instruments
that can significantly contribute to invert the diverging trend
of this group of countries. However, trade policies are effective
only under certain circumstances and, particularly, with the
commitment of governments and aid donors.

Geneva, 12 October
A joint study from the International Labour Organization and
the WTO - “Globalization and Informal Jobs in Developing
Countries” – has found that high incidence of informal
employment in the developing world suppresses countries’
ability to benefit from trade opening by creating poverty
traps for workers in job transition. “Trade has contributed
to growth and development worldwide. But this has not
automatically translated into an improvement in the quality
of employment. Trade opening needs proper domestic
policies to create good jobs. This is all the more evident
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Coming events
• 4-6 November
Trade Policy Review
– Southern African
Customs Union (SACU)
• 11-13 November
Trade Policy Review
Body — Senegal and
Niger
• 17 November WTO
General Council
• 30 November 2 December
Seventh WTO Ministerial
Conference
• 7-8 December 2009
Meeting with legislators
and media from Senegal
• 8-10 December
Trade Policy Review
Body — Georgia
• 16-18 December
Parliamentary Workshop
for Francophone Africa
in Yaoundé, Cameroon

W TO Publications are available at our Online
Bookshop. To explore and keep abreast of the newest
publications, follow the W TO on the links below

Paul Collier is Professor of Economics and Director of the Centre
for the Study of African Economies at Oxford University, as well
as former Director of the Development Research Group of the
World Bank. He is also author of The Bottom Billion, an awardwinning book on international affairs.

19th Geneva Week
Geneva, 26 to 30 October
Geneva Week is a special event for Non-Resident Members and
Observers. Participants had the opportunity to meet with the
Director-General Pascal Lamy and the Chairpersons of the various

and

You can also watch video broadcast of WTO events on

The General Council discusses the details of the 7th
Ministerial Conference
Geneva, 20 October
The work of this month General Council focused on defining the
details for the 7th WTO Ministerial Conference, which will be
held in Geneva on 30 November-2 December 2009. The assembly
agreed to elect Chile’s Trade Minister Andrés Velasco (Chile) as
chair of the Ministerial.
The theme for this Ministerial is “The WTO, the Multilateral
Trading System and the Current Global Economic Environment”.
The Conference will not be structured around negotiations, but,
instead it will be an opportunity for Members to discuss and
forward suggestion on the wide range of WTO activities. It was
thus decided that two Working Sessions will run in parallel to
the Plenary Session. They will provide a platform for discussion
under two sub-themes: “Review of WTO Activities, Including the
Doha Work Programme” and “The WTO’s Contribution to Recovery,
Growth and Development”.

Participants in the 19th Geneva Week

negotiating groups to receive updates on the state of play of the
Doha Development Agenda negotiations and other WTO activities.
The meetings touched on key areas of negotiations, including
agriculture, non agricultural market access, services, trade and
development issues, rules and trade facilitation. Participants
also took part in a roundtable discussion on fisheries subsidies, a
NAMA scheduling workshop and were briefed on the preparations
underway for the WTO’s upcoming 7th Ministerial Conference.

Trade Policy Reviews
CHILE 7 and 9 October
According to the WTO Secretariat review on the trade policies
and practices of Chile, the country’s trade and investment regime
continues to be characterized by openness, transparency, and
predictability, and together with sound macroeconomic management,
it has contributed to growth and poverty reduction.
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16-18 December Trade
Policy Review Body —
Croatia
• 17-18 December
WTO General Council
• 18-19 January 2010
Meeting with MPs from
Bangladesh
• January 2010
Meeting with MP from
Nigeria
• 9-10 February 2010
Meeting with MPs from
Nepal

MALDIVES 26 and 28 October
The Maldives is a physically and economically small, vulnerable
developing country, heavily dependant for its prosperity on
international trade. Real GDP growth between 2003 and 2008 has
been mainly driven by the tourism sector. However, a contraction
is expected in 2009 due to a decline in tourism activity. The
report of the WTO Secretariat highlights that to be able to sustain
growth, the country needs to diversify its economy, specially in
light of its expected graduation from least developed country
status in 2011.

Negotiations in Brief
Farm talks’ technical work to move to next step
Geneva, 12 and 16 October
WTO agriculture negotiators have continued to progress steadily on
highly technical tasks that will allow them to put their forthcoming
commitments down on paper. They are now ready to move on
to the next step when they meet again in November. Step 2
involves the preparation of the templates to be used for scheduling
commitments resulting from the Doha negotiations.

Trade Negotiations Committee: Lamy calls for
intensification of text-based negotiations
Geneva, 23 October
After calling for political engagement at last month TNC, DirectorGeneral Pascal Lamy is now urging to speed up the pace of
negotiations to achieve the 2010 goal of concluding the Doha
Development Round. Mr Lamy reported on the smooth running
of agricultural talks, the technical work being finalised on NAMA,
the definition of the way ahead for services and the consultations
on other issues. The level of ambition on these topics remains
high, but we have not yet reap the fruit of this full engagement.
What is needed at this stage is not a discussion on the process
but rather a shift of focus to text-based negotiations so as to
bridge the remaining gaps.

Dispute Settlement within WTO
Director-General, Pascal Lamy

»» 2 October Reasonable period of time awarded in Panama Colombia trade dispute
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