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Session 2:  Six Decades of Multilateral Trade Cooperation: The Way Forward
Organized by:  WTO, Economic Research and Statistics Division

Sub-theme 3:  Ways forward for the multilateral trading system
Date:  Wednesday 24th of September, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Meeting Room:  CR

Abstract


The WTO's World Trade Report 2007 marked the 60th anniversary of the entry into force of what today is the GATT/WTO multilateral trading system.  The report traces the evolution of the system from its much narrower early set of concerns shared by a limited number of trading nations through to its metamorphosis into the WTO – an altogether more encompassing institution, in terms both of geographical and issue coverage.  The report starts by reviewing the conceptual and theoretical foundations of the case for international cooperation, seen from a multi-disciplinary perspective.  It then goes on to examine in some depth a range of achievements and challenges facing the system.  Among the issues examined are the role of the GATT/WTO in promoting market access, the evolution of the dispute settlement system, the challenges of accommodating a diverse membership with particular emphasis on developing country participation in the system, and the challenges of regionalism.  The Report also discusses the evolution of the GATT/WTO's approach towards decision-making as well as the relationship with non-state actors and stakeholders.  Finally, the Report makes some tentative observations about how the negotiating and rule-making agenda of the WTO has evolved over the years, and raises questions about how agenda formation might be addressed in the future.


While the World Trade Report 2007 was essentially a stock-taking and critical analysis of the evolution of six decades of multilateral commercial diplomacy, on most fronts it stopped short of looking into the future in terms of a systematic analysis of the challenges facing the trading system today and in the years to come.  That is the purpose and focus of this session of the Public Forum.  Panellists will be invited to animate discussions on issues such as decision-making in the WTO, the participation of developing countries and managing regionalism.  The panel will also be prepared to take up any other issues raised in the discussion.


In particular the panellists will address the following questions:

· What are the main challenges facing the multilateral trading system today and in the future?

· How has the participation of developing countries in the GATT/WTO evolved and what are the prospects for the future?

· How might agenda formation at the WTO be addressed in the future?

· The evolution of the decision-making process from the GATT to the WTO: How to strike the right balance between inclusiveness and efficiency? 

· How should regionalism be addressed in the future?

Panellists
Chair: Alejandro Jara, Deputy Director-General, WTO Secretariat

Ann Capling, Professor of Political Science, University of Melbourne

Patrick Low, Director of Economic Research and Statistics, WTO Secretariat 

Speaker from a NGO

Speaker from a think tank or university from a developing country
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