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Abstract

The sudden surge in food prices globally has raised concerns about the ability of the world to feed itself in the 21st century. Governments everywhere are implementing emergency trade measures to address their people’s food security needs.

In order to contribute to the debate around the contribution of the multilateral trading system to supporting food security and sustainable development in this new context, this session will explore the following questions:

-
What are the causes of the current price increases?

-
What have been the impacts of multilateral trade rules on developing 


countries’ production capacities in the past two decades?

-
Which multilateral trade rules are needed to address the causes of the crisis?

-
How should WTO members work together towards crafting this new set 


of trade rules?
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