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Abstract
Addressing the trade aspects of the current food crisis unfolds a whole matrix of legal, economic and policy issues. Trade is at the heart of this debate – and even the Doha Round negotiations may hinge on satisfactory solutions to the new food security concerns. Even though present food prices have decreased since their peak in January 2008, the structural factors contributing to the first price increases of the last 30 years are likely to remain in place over the next several decades (demography, new food consumption habits in emerging markets, energy prices, water shortages and climate change etc.). The question of how the world agricultural regime responds to food markets in turmoil is a crucial aspect of “Trading into the Future” given that sustainable development is the underlying theme of international trade.

For the multilateral trading system the main questions in this context are the following:

a. Whether present trade rules increase or decrease food security in both import-dependent and other developing countries. 
b. The impact on food security and on food aid of present WTO rules and mechanisms such as the relevant provisions in the Agreement on Agriculture, other WTO Agreements, of the ongoing DDA negotiations, as well as of rules and principles in other international organisations (Food Aid Convention, FAO, IBRD/IMF, OECD, WFP etc.). 
c. The commercial and development interests of all stakeholders in this issue (food importing and exporting developing and developed countries, farmers and consumers, rural and urban poor, biofuels producers and processors).

The debate will be based on a discussion paper on the relationship between trade policies and the current world food crisis. The objective of the panel discussion is to identify trade rules and policies which can prevent such food crises in the future and to assess whether the Doha Round negotiation proposals effectively address these issues. In addition, the panel will address the challenges and opportunities facing the WTO in administering and monitoring the application of the agreed rules for trade in agricultural goods.
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