[image: image1.jpg]‘CE LCAA




Session 19: Future Challenges of Agri-Produce Trade
Organized by:  European Liaison Committee for the Agricultural and AgriFood Trade (CELCAA) and European Livestock And Meat Trading Union (UECBV)
Sub-theme 1: Challenges and Opportunities facing the WTO

Date: Thursday 25th of September 9:00 - 11:00
Meeting Room: D
Abstract
International exchange of agri-produce has increased over the last 10 years, and further liberalisation in the area of agricultural policies will most probably provide a further boost to international exchange of agri-produce. However, increased global exchange in agri-produce faces several challenges in the near future. The session intends to address in four panels the different challenges faced by the multilateral agri-trading system.

The increased demand coupled with a shortfall in supply due to below average crops over several years led to historically low carry-over stocks for the main agricultural commodities and to high food and feed prices. As particularly the poor urban and rural populations in food importing countries are suffering from the considerable increase in prices of staple crops the question of global food security is a political priority of the international community. Demand is driven by global annual population growth, changing consumption patterns in emerging economies in Asia and increased use of agricultural commodities as biofuel. 

The session intends to address the issue of global food security from the viewpoint of a particular sensitive product: meat. Where will the future meat come from and under which conditions will it be traded? What degree of interdependency of meat products is acceptable in a globalised world? Should food security issues be addressed at national or global level?

The increased use of agricultural commodities as biofuel raised discussions amongst some WTO member states on sustainability criteria for the production and trading of biofuel. The danger of proliferation of different sustainability criteria could impede the commodity trade. Should the multilateral trading system establish harmonised principles for the setting of sustainability criteria? Should the use of staple foods as raw material for biofuels be forbidden as part of a safeguard measure to prevent food crises? Is the establishment of a list of environmental goods the right way forward?

A further challenge resulting from facilitation of travelling and the exchange of agri-produce commodities will be the higher risk related to the introduction and spreading of new plant or animal diseases and invading species. As tariffs are decreasing, WTO members are protecting themselves with more complex and protectionist SPS measures, as well as emergency measures to block trade. Are the WTO SPS rules sufficiently clear and applied in a similar manner by all WTO members? This does not appear to be the case, as interpretation widely varies between countries, leading to significant differences in the implementation of SPS measures. As the current Doha Round does not seem to address this matter, agri-food trade feels that these difficulties are likely to remain.   
In future, international trade of high value added agricultural processed product has a bigger increase potential in value terms than trade in agri-produce commodities, considering a rising middle class in emerging economies and the extraordinary potential of developing and less developing countries to develop local and regional specificities. The particularity and authenticity of high value added food products and beverages lay within the particular human know-how used in agricultural production and preparation of food and beverages, which are specific to the different regions in the world. Geographical Indications (GIs) for wines and spirits in order to facilitate its protection is included in TRIPS (Article 23-4), with its implementation being reaffirmed in the DOHA Ministerial Declaration of 2001. CELCAA therefore addresses the question whether the establishment and implementation of a multilateral register of GIs for high value food products and beverages provides an opportunity to better secure and promote trade to the benefit of the development of the different regions worldwide. Would the international trading system be able to protect the intellectual property adequately?    
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