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Background to the Panel Topic:

The GATT/WTO system has traditionally focused on liberalizing trade in "things"; first goods, then capital and services.  Free movement of "persons" or labour, including economic migration, remains an under-stimulated freedom (other than its limited coverage under GATS Mode 4).  Yet, economists tell us that the potential gains from this "fourth freedom" are much higher than any benefits to be derived from further liberalization of goods or services.  However, how can these economic benefits be balanced against the political, social and cultural costs often referred to? Can and should the WTO play a greater role in this effort?  If so, how should WTO rules interact with the activities at, for example, the International Labour Organization (ILO) or the International Organization for Migration (IOM)?  Or should migration rather be kept in the exclusive domain of domestic politics?  What would it take to establish a grand bargain whereby rich countries are willing to open their labour markets?  If agreement amongst 152 members at the WTO is too difficult to achieve, should this be a topic for free trade agreements or bilateral deals?  

This panel aims at putting the economic evidence on the table and discussing how to balance the gains and pains of economic migration.  In addition, it will examine what are the optimal strategies to achieve international progress on the issue, as well as consider the different fora and normative tools available. The panel aims to offer developed and developing country experiences, as well as academic, government and NGO opinions.
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