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Abstract

One of the key challenges for the WTO is to make the trade governance more relevant for the process of development of developing countries that constitute a majority of its membership. The trade rules should facilitate their ability to build competitive productive capacities and move up the value chain to enable them to exploit the opportunities created by trade liberalization and globalization.  The objective of this session would be to discuss the policy challenges for building productive capacities in developing countries and how to make trade rules consistent with the development policies. It hopes to come up lessons for future trade negotiations from a development perspective. The session will contribute to an informed debate on emerging trade rules and their relationship with the development policy and will come up with policy lessons to maximize their consistency. It would therefore hope to carry the policy agenda forward. The organizers viz. RIS/GDAE/CENIT and panellists bring together development perspectives from different regions and stakeholders and will put together a set of recent studies to facilitate an informed discussion. 
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