2
[image: image3.wmf]



Session 26: The Future Role and Interactions of Main Actors and Stakeholders in Achieving Free Trade Within the WTO Framework
Organized by: institute of economic affairs, nairobi, kenya
Sub-theme 2: Challenges and Opportunities facing the main actors & stakeholders of the multilateral trading system
Date: Thursday 25th of September 11:15 - 13:15 

Meeting Room: B

Abstract

Free trade is the absence of barriers to the smooth flow of goods and services between countries. Achievement of global free trade has been subject of various debates since the inception of the Breton Woods institutions, the GATT and currently the WTO. The WTO provides the framework within which free trade can be achieved. Within this framework, there are several players at international and national level, who work towards achievement of free trade for the overall improvement of global well being. The process towards achieving free trade has been slackened and is wrought with many challenges.
The paper seeks to establish the past trade policymaking process in the multilateral trading system of the WTO in order to identify the main actors and stakeholders involved, their complementarities and differences. The role of the main actors and stakeholders in achieving free trade will further be examined with a view to identify gaps that have hindered achievement of free trade. Given that there are no standardized trade policy-making processes, trade policymaking process in developing economies with specific reference to Kenya will be compared to those of other selected emerging and leading world economies.   
Following the gaps identified the future role of main actors and stakeholders and their interactions will be proposed in order to ensure that free trade can be achieved.  
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