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Session 33: Strengthening Multilateralism in Trade for Sustainable Development: Preparing the WTO for the Future
Co-hosted by the Global Economic Governance Programme of the University of Oxford and the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD).

Date: Wednesday, 30 September, 14:15 – 16:15 

Meeting Room: CR I
ABSTRACT

The session will address the challenges of strengthening the multilateral trading system for trade and sustainable development. This year’s Public Forum comes amidst growing interest among a diversity of stakeholders in these longer-term global challenges, and the reforms they will demand of global economic governance of the WTO system in particular. 

The starting point for discussion will be that the WTO is a vital and valuable institution, but that improvements need to be made to ensure the multilateral trading system addresses the changing political and economic realities of the trading system, the global financial crisis, and the pressing challenges of sustainable development The specific issues the panel will address will include:
· the WTO’s position and role in global economic governance, including its relationships to other international organizations and processes; 

· the improvement of trade monitoring and surveillance mechanisms; 

· improvements to the WTO negotiating process; 

· reforms to the governance of the WTO’s functions and activities, ranging from Aid for Trade and technical assistance to research; and 

· innovations in governance that might improve accountability to citizens around the world, and to international commitments such as the Millennium Development Goals. 


In each area, the panel will focus special attention on addressing the needs of developing countries and on sustainable development considerations such as poverty reduction, environmental sustainability, and social justice. The panel will provide a concrete input into ongoing dialogue among governments, stakeholders, experts and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) about the scope of discussion that ought to take place at the 2009 WTO Ministerial Conference and future Ministerial meetings.
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