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Session 2: The right to development – a tool to boost coherence between trade, development and human rights?
Organized by: 3D ( Trade - Human Rights - Equitable Economy (3D)
and Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Date: Wednesday, 15 September, 14:00 – 16:00
Meeting Room: W
ABSTRACT
Today, issues arising from WTO law and practice cannot be discussed without referring to their "development dimension", bearing in mind that developing countries, countries with economies in transition and least developed countries make up two-thirds of the WTO membership. This session will discuss whether the right to development could provide normative guidance in formulating trade policies, contribute to a fairer and more equitable multilateral trading system and help to “walk the talk” of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA).

The right to development was proclaimed in the 1986 UN Declaration on the Right to Development, reiterated in the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. This right is unique, as it encompasses civil and political, as well as economic, social and cultural rights. More importantly, it addresses both the national and the international dimensions of development, requiring an enabling global environment and international cooperation for development. Given that trade is an important component of development policy, the right to development is of relevance to the WTO. It could also add value to a development-oriented conclusion of the DDA.

Questions to be discussed include:

· Where does the right to development draw its legitimacy from? Why is it relevant in the WTO context?

· What is the added value of a right to development approach to the multilateral trading system?

· In what ways can trade contribute to bringing about the right to development?

· How can the right to development framework foster coherence in policy and practice between the WTO, the UN agencies and the international financial institutions?

1
2

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3.png]


[image: image4.wmf]